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at'd "ith the Hon. A. A. Dorion, and George Brown in

power, It b oes flot appear that there wa's any request or
the P'rchase7 the Imperial Government to, Canada to inake

th'Puchae ,n the contrary, the Duke's opinion on the
enbject at the time, as o.iveni us in Sir Ed ward W. Watkin's

'e188" Cana, and the UJnited States-Recollections 1851
lir. Watki,29 in letters from Ris Grace, ad remn to (then)
gt4t,o fon, representing certain parties on 'Change in ne-

.'nk fCantd purchase, is expressed thus : I do not
arnada can, or if she can, ought to take any large
"' 8 Ch paymeut. Some of hier politicians would, no
t,'uport the proposai with views of their own, but

odbea serious, and, for sometime, unremunerative,
'tto their very'embarrassing debt."

othe ringthe two years following the fali in June, 1862,
conald (J. A.)-Cartier Ministry, the subject of

l'relue of H'dson's; Bay Company's riglits was flot broughit
l iCou ncil in Canada, but the schbeme of an Il Atlantic
~n acifie Transit and Telegraph Company," in w ieuJ ~ eric ) as well as Columbians, Clinadians, and thej ~ Ud n'Bay Cornpany were associated, was started,

411 Prolninent]y urged, To the present writer, cognizant of
!h facts and d
It ai"b ificulties in the way, the project was a Ildance
thé b~waseless,, and calculated but to serve the înterests of

.e''Hudson's Bay Company as tacit admission (bi'
leaIon> Of thieir dlaim as a chartered proprietary of at
field- hitnhudred miles of the wild-all fine wheat-

-to, be traversed. On this head, reference may be
'%etOSe,8ional Papers, Canada No. .31., and samne 64,

23, No. 62. This last is a Minute of Couricil, of Canada,
aPPhrOved by th"eatrcne Governor-General, l8th February, 1864, in

'hic, afer c nde n~g the sciiene as immature, îhe Minute

of the he mitee are of the opinion that in view
rf cent change in the constitution and objects of the
la. 0 fl 8Day Company, wbich, frorn the correspondence
#i beore the House of Lords, appears to have been

. ceand the dlaims which the new organization bave re-
0 'th the apparent sanction of Ris (4race the Duke
eId Wcastle, to territorial rights over a vast region not in-

ed~their original charter, it is highly expedient that
Of be takdaen to settle definitely the North-west boundary

Thleb ëOmmîttee, tberefore, recornmend that correspond-
teed wih the Imperial Governiment with a view

%&aVs eaoption of soîne speedy, inexpensive and mutually
'ar,1Cto Plan to determine titis important question"

aht the dlaim of Canada be asserted to ail that por-
Of Centrai British America wbich can be show n to have

ei I the Possession of the French at the period of the
0"~ in 1763."
As to tjh, 5 ' daim " on 'French title " more anon 1

~ i~qOLD To NEwN HuDsox's BAY COMPANY.

bukpailing to meet the financial exigencies of the case, the
"a 'l his despair, allowed hiaiself to be approach'edb

erallt3,' i n o Capel Court, associated for speculation gen-
hgl.~~ e orl'smoney mart under the name of the

te a ein c ioa Financial Association, who undertook
d " cash over the counter," on or before a certain

Pa3) VîZ., 2 nd.
"ar31 the .d *uv, 1863, to tbe old Hudson's Bay Comi-

'Vid, e requiî.ed million and a baîf pounds sterling pro-
th, c that ini the meantime, on proper enquiry, the bill of

1atr Pany, as presented, should be found to be correct
iasfactory. The sole consideration to be

118*eT, IN 'HERîli ClIARTEMED RîGlîrS ANI) PIiOI'EItTy

ir,ý 'heirBillGENERALLY.
~ t'~ >,î exclusive of Il Territorial Ri2_hts "-so stated

4 f,, 1
01 ial Papers, Canada, 1869, No. 25 (towards end) was

1. 'th BILL 0F1 SALE,
'ûri'Q t"5ets (exclusive of Nos. 2 asud :3) of die Hîd-

2. aPet,11 Coînpany recently and specially valued by
3. Te la v aluer, àt ............................... l,023,569

c4 ndedl territ 1ory not valued, ................Ch balanice of............................... 370,000

1,393, 569
~ed > hsdaance f or "2. La nded Te rri t ory, not

The first item, as stated in said Sessional Papers, covers
"ships, goods, pelts and business premises in England and

Canada."
The second item înay (probably did) refer to certain

lands, bought from, the Crown in British Columbia, which
are thus referred to in Hon. George Brown's Report, 26th
January, 1865, in Journals, L,ýgislative Assembly, Canada,
Vol. 25, p 48, towards end of report: Il In addition to its
chartered territory, the Company possess the following land-
cd property :--Several plots of land in British Columbia,
occupying most favourable sites at the mouths of rivers, the
tities to which have heen confirmed by Rer Majesty's Gov-
ernment ; farms ; building sites in Vancouver's Island and
in Canada, ten square miles at La Cloche on Lake Huron,
and tracts of land at fourteen other places."

Add to that a total of "l45,150 " acres at their 14-t
trade posts ; also "lUpper Fort Garry and town " (since
City) of Winnipeg, inciuding the enclosed part arounid shop,
and ground at the entrance of the town-500 acres ; Lower
Fort Garry (including the farmi the Company have under
cultivation), 500 acres ; White Horse Plain (now in city
limits), prohably 500 acres.

0f these fifteen hundred acres (about two-thirds now
city building lots> there is specific confirmation of title. (Sec
Prefix to Statutes of Canada, 1872, p. lxiii.>

Now. under clause 5 of the Deed of Surrender by the
New Rudson's Bay Company to the Crown, IlThe Company
rnay, at any time after acceptance (by the Crown) of such
Surrender, and transfer of Rupert's Land to the Dominion
of Canada, dlaim in any township or district within the
Fertile Ddlt in which land is set out for settlements, garants
of land not exceeding one tiventieth part of land so set out."

By clause 6 the Fertile Belt is defined to he bounded
as follows :-" On the South by the United States boutidary
on the West by the Rocky Mountains ; on the North by the
northîerni branch of the Saskatchewan River ; on the East by
Lake Winnipeg, the Lake-of-the-Woods, and the waters con-
niecting them."

The total area of this Fertile Dlt -an unbroken wlîeat-
field of highest character -may be estimated at 400,000
(four hundred thousand) square miles ; one-twentieth of
which (20,000 square miles) represents 12,800,000 acres,
value, with coal measures, etc., say FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS.

All this beyond the bill of sale from the Old Company!
On what grourids such a Ildeal " was condoned by the Im-
perial Government does not appear. The Deed of Surrender
bears date l9th November, 1869. The Duke of Newcastle
died on l8th October, 1864 ; his colleague, Palmerston
(Premier) just one year after. Their struggle in the diffi-
culty was continued by an Imiperial Ministry equally alive
and faitbfully true to the national interests in their charge,
but the coînhination against them was toc, strong, and e,e>
necessitate, they gave way. What that combination was;
how it worked; and with wbat results-a story of singular
novelty and interest-must be lef t to otiier pages.

In the meantime, to close, somewhat curtly, this clîap-
ter of îny little monograpb, be it said :

That in ail this, the <ld Rudson's Bay Company, the
venerable noble 'IMzrchaiit Adventurers of Enigland trad-
in, into Hudson's Bay "-a close corporation of a few (a
dozen or less) stockhoiders with an effective ageuîcy covering
ail North America (includin g Alaska, then) nortît of the
United States, and the whole Pacifie Slope f rom Behring's
Straits to the Gulf of California-had no part. Satisfied
with the ordinary legitimate profits*of their trade, tlîey took
no part in the courts of Manîrnon.

In the present instance, pressed by the Government of
the day, they, with a simple assertion of their well-earned
rigbts yielded: asking, in common justice, only compensation
for their loss. Voluntariiy, they laid that at actually less-
hy probably one-haîf or mucli more -than tbey might have
justly dlaii d.
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Their trade plant, cash in hank, and bought lands in Brit-
ish Columbia and old Canada -ail at realiy a low valuation,
was ail they cbarged. Moderate, certainly !

In the case of the East India Company under a similar
Charter as to trade, but with no effectuai land grant of any
account, the compensation by the Imperial Government on

JILY 17th, 1896.1 809


