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p::ie:lth the Hon. A. A. Dorion, and George Brown in

. It does not appear that there was any request or
;zgg;:tz‘;lﬂ by the Imperial Government to Canada to make
subjecy at.ase tn the contrary, the Duke’s opinion on the
work, o the time, as given us in Sir Edward W. 'Watkm’s
to 18’86 Iy ana(})a and the United S.bates—Recollectlons 1851

r. Wi;.t,kp'. 129, in let(gers from ﬂls Grace, ad rem to (Lhen)
gotiag; n, representing certain parties on ’Change in ne-
. 1100 for the purchase, is expressed thus: ‘I do not
re anada can, or if she can, ought to take any large
donby sus;uch payment. Some of her politicians would, no
it WOI;Id Pport th(.a proposal with views of their own, bub
itio € a serious, and, for sometime, unremunerative,

D to their very embarrassing debt.”
of theu{\&ng the two years following the fall in June, 1862,
Purchg, CfDona.ld (J. A.)-Cartier Ministry, the subject of
Win o _Hu.dson’s Bay Company’s rights was not brought

ouncil in Canada, but the scheme of an  Atlantic

meri:mﬁc Transit and Telegraph Company,” in w ich
ans (U.8.) as well as Columbians, Canadians, and the
pm‘;?ﬁ(m’s Bay Company were associated, was started,
th acts lnently urged, To the present writer, cognizant of
In iy » b and difficulties in the way, the project was a ““ dance
' Daseless, and caleulated but to serve the interests of
udson’s Bay Company as tacit admission (bv
on) of their claim as a chartered proprietary of at
ﬁeld\m"‘teen hundred miles of the wild—all fine wheat-
ade o Se traversed. On this head, reference may be
vol, 93 ess}gnal Papers, Canada No. 31, and same 64,
"PPl‘ov;d l? 62. This last is a Minute of Council, of Canada,
which aft Y the Governor-General, 18th February, 1864, in
“‘“tes.. “er condemning the scheme as immature, the Minute
of the ',.e The Committee are of the opinion that in view
Hy son’cent’ change in the constitution and objects of the
laig befs ay Company, which, from the correspondence
Ore the House of Lords, appears to have been
ite“at&d’ and the claims which the new organization have re-
of,Nechlth the apparent sanction of His Grace the Duke
tludeq i&me’- to territorial rights over a vast region not in-
Stepy ben their original charter, it is highly expedient that
of Cana,dtaken to settle definitely the North-west boundary
a

in

ence{:e O‘)mmittee, therefore, recommend that correspond-
to Opem?d with the Imperial Government with a view
a"t:iafa‘ca' Option of some speedy, inexpensive and mutually
) ang thry plan to determine this important question”
tion of ()at the claim of Canada be asserted to all that por-
begp ;  ~°Ntral British America which can be shown to have
®8ion inel7g§s_si‘338ion of the French at the period of the

3 : . .
to this {“claim ” on ‘¢ French title” more anon!

Iy AL ‘ .
E FROM OLp 10 Nmw Hupsos’s Bay CoMPANY.

Duke aillmg_ to meet the financial exigencies of the case, the
°°'pitl;lisl; I despair, allowed himself to be approached by
el‘a.l]y in St}fll‘om Capel Court, associated for speculation gen-
Nglo-Iny, e world’s money mart under the name of the
1o py i ?f‘nutlonal Financial Association, who undertook
d&y, Vizn cash over the counter,” on or before a certain
P‘}ny, th.’ 2nd :JUIy, 1863, to the old Hudson’s Bay Com-
vig ¢ e fequired million and a half pounds sterling pro-
the Q ma.t, In the meantime, on proper enquiry, the bill of
&ng ﬂabig;gzny’ as presented, should be found to be correct
Ubey Story.  The sole consideration to be
T0T10N IN THEIR CHARTERED Ricnrs AND PROPERTY
GENERALLY.

1, exclusive of  Territorial Rights ”—so stated
apers, Canada, 1869, No. 25 (towards end) was

in g, _beir B
&8 ® Si()na
f0110ws_
L The a BinL or SALE.
tou'y Bsﬂet51 {exclusive of Nos. 2 and 3} of the Hud-

Com by COlnpan . iallv valued by
 Tho ot valuers ac. ety e Y 1,023,560

) c& territ --------------------
8h balane o ory not valued, 470,000

1,393,569

Leay;

ng a
val“ed ” ofha.la,me for ¢2, Landed Territory, not

.................................

106,431

£1,500,000
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The first item, as stated in said Sessional Papers, covers
“ships, goods, pelts and business premises in England and
Canada.”

The second item may (probably did) refer to certain
lands, bought from the Crown in British Columbia, which
are thus referred to in Hon. George Brown’s Report, 26th
January, 1865, in Journals, Legislative Assembly, Canada,
Vol. 25, p 48, towards end of report: “ In addition to its
chartered territory, the Company possess the following land-
ed pruperty :—3everal plots of land in British Columbia,
occupying most favourable sites at the mouths of rivers, the
titles to which have been confirmed by Her Majesty’'s Gov-
ernment, ; farms ; building sites in Vancouver’s Island and
in Canada, ten square miles at La Cloche on ILake Huron,
and tracts of land at fourteen other places.”

Add to that a total of “45,150 7 acres at their 144
trade posts; also “ Upper Fort Garry and town” (since
city) of Winnipeg, including the enclosed part around shop,
and ground at the entrance of the town—500 acres ; Lower
Fort Garry (including the farm the Company have under
cultivation), 500 acres; White Horse Plain (now in city
limits), probably 500 acres.

Of these fifteen hundred acres (about two-thirds now
city building lots) there is specific confirmation of title. (See
Prefix to Statutes of Canada, 1872, p. Ixiii.)

Now, under clause 5 of the Deed of Surrender by the
New Hudson’s Bay Company to the Crown, * The Company
may, at any time after acceptance (by the Crown) of such
Surrender, and transfer of Rupert’s Land to the Dominion
of Canada, claim in any township or district within the
Fertile Belt in which land is set out for settlements, grants
of land not exceeding one twenticth part of land so set out.”

By clause 6 the Fertile Belt is defined to be bounded
as follows :—¢ On the South by the United States boundary ;
on the West by the Rocky Mountains ; on the North by the
northern branch of the Saskatchewan River ; on the East by
Lake Winnipeg, the Lake-of-the-Woods, and the waters con-
necting them.”

The total area of this Fertile Belt—an unbroken wheat-
field of highest character —may be estimated at 400,000
(four hundred thousand) square miles; one-twentieth of
which (20,000 square miles) represents 12,800,000 acres,
value, with coal measures, etc., say FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS.

All this beyond the bill of sale from the Old Company !
On what grounds such a “ deal ” was condoned by the Imn-
perial Government does not appear. The Deed of Surrender
bears date 19th November, 1869. The Duke of Newcastle
died on 18th October, 1864 ; his colleague, Palmerston
(Premier) just one year after. Their struggle in the difli-
culty was continued by an Imperial Ministry equally alive
and faithfully true to the national interests in their charge,
but the combination against them was too strong, and ex
necessitate, they gave way. What that combination was;
how it worked ; and with what results —a story of singular
novelty and interest—must be left to other pages.

In the meantime, to close, somewhat curtly, this chap-
ter of my little monograph, be it said :

Thatin all this, the (//d Hudson’s Bay Company, the
venerable noble ¢ Marchant Adventurers of England trad-
ing into Hudson’s Bay ”-—a close corporation of a few (a
dozen or less) stockholders with an effective agency covering
all North America (including Alaska, then) north of the
United States, and the whole Pacific Slope from Behring’s
Straits to the Gulf of California—had no part. Satisfied
with the ordinary legitimate profitsof theiv trade, they took
no part in the courts of Mammon.

In the present instance, pressed by the Government of
the day, they, with a simple assertion of their well-earned
rights yielded : asking, in common justice, only compensation
for their loss. Voluntarily, they laid that at actually less—
by probably one-half or much more —than they might have
justly claim-d.

Tory TeNoren Arrocernsr Laxp Gravr Uvoer THEIR
CHARTER.

Their trade plant, cash in bank, and bought lands in Brit-
ish Columbia and old Canada —all at really a low valuation,
was all they charged. Moderate, certainly ! o
In the case of the East India Company under a similar
charter as to trade, but with no eﬁ'ectual. land grant of any
account, the compensation by the Tmperial Government on



