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Peninsula colours, and the ashes are treasured to this day.
Whien colours are ebanged and the new ones supersede the old,
these old ones become a sort of perquisite of the officer comn-
manding the regiment. Surely it would be better to, burn
themi than t0 Jet t hein rui the chance of coming to the auc-
tioneer's hamnner. Tbe finst battalion Seaforth Highlanders
were, until lately, at Fermoy, the very town wlîere the old
74th burned their old colours. One would have thouglît
that tlie officers of the reginient would have subscribed
enougyh to îave the colours and follow thîe example of the
74th. No words are too strong. It is as bad as the sale of
a humani sou].

Why the UTniversity of Oxford should
The New select the Ho.Mr. Bavard for the degree

0xfoýd LL,.n. lio
of D.CL. is une of those puzzles which are

niot easily sulved. Who iý it that suggests tiiese naines
What has Mr. Bayard dloue for England or Oxford-litera-
ture, science, or art-to deserve recognition ? He is the nman
wbo kicked the Englisb ambassador ont of Wastington. He
is the representative of the nation whiclî lias been acting the
part of Fee-Fo-Fum, I smell the blood of an Engli.shman. An
hon orary degree is supposed to be granted hîoîoris causa.
If the concession is macle because Mr. Bayard niakes a good
after-dinner speech it dues flot appear t0 be a sufficient rea-
son for selecting him. If it is intended to conciliate tbe
States it will only serve to discredit Mr. Bayard in bis own
country as "lan anglo-maaniac," ancl will imot conciliate tbe
Americans in the least. It will only be aniother reason for
their saying how spiritless tbese Englisli are !The more you
kick them, the miore they like it !Let us do it again. Mr.
Bayard is a very pleasant, nice gentleman, who bas nmade
himself personally popular in England. But Universities
are or oughit to be the reflex of the national mmnd. Instead
of fihat their governing bodies in some cases seemi to think
that tbey are doing a national service in honouring those
wbo have not (leserved well of the Republic instead of those
who have faithfully served ber.

A No11-PIotesionl \Tiexv of the

()0 NE of the old plîilosophers, says Lord Bacon, used to
aver thmat life and deatli were just the saine to bini.
Wby, tlien," said an objector, Ildo you tiot kili your-

self ?
The philosopher replied, 4' Because it is just the samne."
An unbiassed reader of Canadian party organis at pres-

ent would be justified in a.'sumning this piîilosophîer's attitude
towards the twu gyreat political parties in Canada. They ap-
pear to be just the sanîe,-both aqually bad.

The offensive c}ualities of botb parties aie <luite suficient
to iîake a self-respecting nation blush for its chosen legis-
lators. And timis, politically speaking, is calleci educating
the peuple, and is looked upon, as a Prucess absolutely neces-
sary to enable tlie electors to returui a representative body
to parliament. "lNeyer say anrytbing good of a political op-
ponent uzitil lie i-m dead," seems to be an axiom witlî party-
politicians.

The unprejudiced îuind is, therefore, in sheer de-spera-
tion, constrained to favour une or other of the state parties
rather on the weakness of its demnerits than on the strength
of its merits. But lîow many unprejudiced minds will go to
the poîls on tire coming twenty-third of June?

Prejudice, if not absolutely a fundamenital principle of
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party government, is su strong a factor in tlie resolving o
public opinion that professional politicians seldoi hesitate
to appeal to it, and just as seldom appeal to it in vain-l

It is related that on one occasion Adam Fergusofi
sug-gested to D)r. Johnson, as a pleasing gcencrality, that lu-"'
ilry corrupts a people and destroys tlie spirity Of liberty
Johnson replied, " ithat is ail visionary. 1 ,uild ilOt

-ive hialf a guinea to live under one forîn of ,roerillellt
rather than another. It i., no moment to thc h;Ppiness Of

the indlividual."
IBut, sir," persisted Ferguson, II ini the British coust'-

tution it is surely of importance to keep Up a spirit i the

people, so, as to preserve a balance againist the cruwn.
ISir," replied J ohnson, "I1 perceive you are a vile Whig'

WVhy ail this childishi jeaiousy of the power of thecrW
The crown bas not power enough."

This littie incident bappened in the early days of paity
governmnent in England.

There are in Canada to-day many political JohnsOiiS,-
wbo, theoretically affecting a calui, julicial, unprejudie'd

attitude towards the public questions of the day, at the flrst

approacb of the touchstone of faction, will throw Ju(lgnen
to, the xvinds and vote with the party. bd

On two memorable occasions, bowever, clid a1 large bd

of the electorate of Canada display a moral strength sudth

cient to make party spirit subservient to wisdlom, IlloralitY

and patriotismn. Jn 1874 a corrupt goverument was tubt
a salutary lesson, wbilst in 1878 a distinctive fiscal PolCY
was inaugurated which the country lias repeatedly silice el"

dorsed. On Loth of these occasions there were issues e
stake weighty enougb and comprehensive enoughic hr
acter to appeal to the intelligence and common sefise of fh'3

people, andi it must be acknowladged that the people aniPly

justifled tire responsibility vested in them.
The coming elections, however, present no really crii

issue to the electorate. The Manitoba School Queý"tWz]
upon whichi the outcoime of the elections seems largeY to
depend, is flot a great issue ; nor cari any amount Of agita'

tion, religious rancour, or political animosity raise it to the

elevation in the public mind occupied by the pacifie Scanidaî

or the National Policy. It is merely a vexed question 'hich'
according to high and unquestionable authority, should nlever
have been allowed te, leave the sphere of the ludicial Couirts,-

whlîi on g rounds of national prudence and proper statePo

ity should neyer have been sent to the polis. rio
The issue on this point between the txvo parties 's

s0 rnuch one of justice as one of prudence and pOlit1ca
expediency. i

if, therefore, the attitude of the Conservativle
Liberal leaders towards the Manitoba nîinority, as eVidcOf
in their camupaigu speeches, be any criterion of the trend 0

pub)lic sentiment tbrouglîout the Dominion, une Nvould be

le(l to conclude that the preponderance of public feelin cS
on the side of remedial refornis or relief. Froml this it
woul(l likewise follow that, could thîe votes for rerriedial

relief be cast irrespective of party influence. there would le,

a large majority in its favour. It is unfortunate for the

solid welfare and progress of Canîada thiat such an issue 'a
been permitted to exercisu its disturbirig influence 0on the

minds of the peuple to the exclusion o)r obscuring of r8Xe
national q1uestions. It lias in it the worst elenlefits -f

national discord and appeals point-blank to the most Perroîcl
ous kin<ls of prejudice, namely, religions and racial. Ai

true loyers of Canada must regret this. The population O
Canada is made up of a mîxed people without as yet entire

cohesion, and the spirit of the country sbould be broad 9'

the land itself. We dlaim to he a Iiberal-miflded rid


