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Current Topiies.

M",. 
M oCarthye Mr. D'Alton MeCarthiy's amendment about

ÂmOeedne.nî which there luas been considerable interest

~' rah<9~.shown during. the past few days caille torahrilglorious end early yesterday morning. It was an
&a6l1ienet calculated to eînbarrass not only the Government
but tle Opposition, ani Mr. Laurier aîînounced he would

"'eot agaîfl 8 t it because lie did not desire to sec political par-
tice divided into two religions camps. We thiink thep seniti-
Menit eînlinently sounid.n

ew îtia It is no wondcr tbat the attention of news-
Changes. papers and politicians iii the United States

flO~give of is heing, attracted by tic evidences just
ritain and the flexibility of the political system of Great

areti) n the swiftness witlî whîich great political changes,
ar rouglht ,hnonete iloftepepetirgith

Votes of their repî'osentatives iii Parlianient, lias tiemaiided
theI.Th o

cf~~ Tu oebery Ministry was defeated on the evening
If 'riday, June 23rdî. Next day the resignations of its

1rrernbers were in the uiands of the Qucen. Within four days
a new Min istry, with the Conservative Leader, Lord Salis-
bu1ry, at its hcad, was announced, and within a week thîs

riew Admninistration xvas in eharge of affairs. Having spent
a rorogys i passing necessary clegislation, Parliaunent wvas

Pog, JulY 9tb. Since that date writs for the ncw elc
tienis have been issued and, as we go to press, the elections

re goi1g on, nearly thrce hundred of tic total nunber of
Shurdrcd and scventy members havinLy been elcctcd up to

Lilî0fgt of the lGth inst. In less thîaî a uîoîth front the
fa"Of he ibe'alMinistry,th osraiewl brtte

head Of aLneaî buse of Commons, wliose inembers aie

teeettVs fresli from thie poils, and cmpowered to dotewill If the people in their latcst mood. Comparing this
'eetarkall denionstration of the swiftness with which. the

%~t of of England make their will felt and operative at the
titeh eIslaionandGovcrinment, with tlîcir own slow

wiliod, Ulde che er a lapse before the chianged
adZ 0fItelation ca aeitself felt in legislation inor

Rel il8trationy American politicians may well ask them-
71a hc ther their boasted systcm is, aftcr ail, so perfect a

hav "le for the govcrnnîdnt of a demiocratie country as they
e'accustünied to believe.

TheBýi!sh If tbiere lîadi 80(11 aiy roomn for serions
The Bittsh doubt as to the resuit of the elections now

going on in Great Britain, the returns of
unopposed clections and of the contested elections of the
first day or' two hav-e settled the question )ieyond peradven-
turc. As a matter of fact the only uncertainty for imany
nionths back lias been regarding the size of the Unioîîist
mnajority. It is niow alîîost cetrtain that it will be large.
The task of analyzing the causes which have been at work
during the last few years gradually bringing about the change
of opinion and sentiment w hich bias led to the presenit re-
action will be an interesting one for the historiait of the
future. The events are still too near the eye to be seen with
anything- like distincetness, or iii their truc proportions. Oîîe
thing xvhici lias, no douht, contributed not a littie to the
fulfilmnent of the confident proplîecies which have been so
long, current lias l)cen the prophecies theinselves. It is a
fact wiîich refleets severely but truly upon the strength and
character of the convictions of many ardent politicians that
multitudes are so ready to give up the struggle, and eveci to
change sides and espouse the cause of the winniing party, as
soon as it becomnes tolerably certain that their opponients are
going to win. Ilence it is pretty clear that tlîe frank, admis-
,sions which promninent Liberals have Ilx-n înaking for sonie
tunie past, tlîat they expected to figlht a losîng battle, lias lîad
a disastrous cffect upon the fortunes of the party. it is cvi-
dent, of course, that these despondent adnmissions were iîot
the prime factor in the coming defeat, since there miust have
been anitecedent cause or causes for tAie desponidenic itself.
Nor are wve disposed to blamne the Liberal leaders for thieir
frank admissions of their forebodings. On tbe contrary we
admire the moral courage of the great party leaders in Eng,
land iii admitting so freely that they anticipated defeat,
albeit the very admission- may have had nînchi to do wîth
bringing it about. W'e firnîly believe the old motto: IlNoti-
ing needs a lie," even in politics. But we cannot conceive
of party leaders, cither iii the Uxited7 States or iii Canada,
nîaking such an admis,,ioni, or taking any othier tone than
that of "lWe are sure to win," on the eve of an election.

One is unwilling to leave tlhe contemplation
The Causes of tijis 'rea clîainre wvithîout ofei-at
of Defeat cra mik ni

least ii guess touching the causes and signii-
ficance of it. The causes popularly assignced are miany.
Among tiiose which have gained special currency are : The
resignation of Gladstone and bis sulîsequent alleged coolnpess
towards the Governîîîent ; the Irisli Homîe Rule policy;- the
eboice of a member of the Upper Huse as leader of the Gov-
ernmeit ; the bad tactics of that leader and especially his
lack of enthusiasnî ; the pepular distrust of Homne Rule;
the disgust of its ardent advocates at its slow progress, on
the one band, and their distrust of the result on the other;
the failure to pass any one of the great reforms to, whicb the
Gladstonian party was and is eommitted ; above ail, as ap-

pears from the defeat and abuse of Sir Williamn Harcourt,
the personal dislike of an influential portion of the party to

the Local veto Bill, or to any measure which aims to restriet

the freedom of the liquor dealers and users. But as the
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