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READINGS FROM CURRENT
LITERATURE.

OF VANITIES.
thing;
with

VANITY

Faith is a wstrange, sad

A blinding of the eyes
shrouds,

A sinking down

clouds,
A quiet sleep when peril lingers nigh.
And yet [ trust thee! fond and foolish I.

vapory

to rest on treacherous

ilope is a wild, weird thing;

A fierce pursuit of distant hurrying
forms

That beckon still througlh fires, and
deeps, and storms,

And can be nelther grasped, nor \vl_u)l-
ly lost.
And yet I hope,
the cost!

though knowing well

Love ig a {alse, fair thing,;

A kind, sweet lie that hides a bitter
truth,

An empty vision that deludes weak
youth;

A time of waking from such dreams

must he;
Yet, since I love
ta me?

thee, what is that

~—TLondon Soclety.

CLASSITICATION O NOSES,

Were a elamsification of noses made ac-
cording to their respective merits as
judged hy the ordinary phrenologieal
standard, they might be placed in some-
thing like the following order :—

Firat Class : The classical Roman and
Grecian types.

Second (Masy : The blended Graeco-Ro-
man type; for example, the great Na-
poleon, Havonarola, and Marie Antoinette
had noses of this elass.

Third Class: The sanguime type; a
long, straight nose, with which many il-
lugtrious men and women have been en-
dowed, such as Trancois I., Henry Ir-
ving, Charles Dickens, Thomas Carlyle.

Fourth (Class : The Jewish type.
Though distinctive of the race from which
it has taken Its name, many (ientiles have
heen equipped with this powerfully-outtin.
ed nose—tihe late “George [Fliot,” for in-
sance, though without the slightest
strain of Jewish hlood in her veins, was
highly distinguished In this respect.

T1fth Class: This class, while &till a
good type of nose, is slightly indicative
of wenkness, and yet mirabile dictu, no-
table men like Martin lLuther, Charles
Darwin, and Pasteur, had nothing better
to show.

Classes Six and Seven may be bracketed
together, ay they inelude hoth the vari-
ous common types of nose to be seen
every day, and the weak, imperfect types
owned, to a large extent, by the thrift-
less and criminal classes.—Ca gell’s Family
Magazine,

A FAMOUS SCOTCH PAINTER.

Thomns Faed was born on June S8th,
1826, at Gatehouse of Fleet, in the Stew-
artry of Kirkeudbright, in =#s lonely a
gpot, that is to say, as could be found
in the lowlands of Scotiand. It consist-
ed of a little more than a handful of cot-
tages abutting on old Cally House, an
edjfice kept discreetly in countenance by
a habitation called Durley Mill The
Mill was tenanted by a millwright named
TFaed. and here, gignificantly removed
from the usual art impetuses of civiliza-
tion. the hoy Thomag first saw the light.
1t has been said of the painter, as afore-
time It was s1id of Wilkie, that he could
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paint before hLe vouid speil.  The elder
Paed, in truth. was an inventor, a dream-
er—as inventors, it seems, must needs he
-8 well ag a builder of mills, a fact like-
I¥ enough answerable for what was un-
tramimeled in his youngsier's early train-
ing. Yet it was wot for nothing that
the future Academician was born a Seot.
That someihing sturdy, that something
indomwitable, which iy a birthright of the
race, was in no small measure his. His
very dreams, unlike those of the ambi-
tious millwright, were destined to make
his fortunes. For what if he fell in love
with his comely nurse-wench at the xoue-
what premature age of efght, what if
he had the poorest opinion of his schoo!-
master, and the poor race of dominies
in general--another school, and a larger
one was significantly his from the be-
ginning. An acute ohserver, not a trait,
not a benuty of the exquisite scenery of
the stewartry was lost on the growing
hoy. He Dbegan his art studies by la-
boriously copying sumdry copies of old
engravings— he muech admired production
of & T'aed uncle, whieh at {hat time hung
in the Burley Mill parlor—hut he guickly
turned to other and saner means of ar-
tistic  self-training. FEye and  hand
were exercised in outdoor BSNO VS,
In summer wenther the very kiln-house
was pressed into service, and the hoy
Tom would be found at his easel adventur-
ing the diffieult task of making the rag-
ged country urching “stand.”—Marjon Hep-
worth-Dixon in The Magazine of Art.

THE SPIDER'S ENEMY,

A writer gives an interesting acecount
of the curions habits of the ichneumon-ily
of Ceylon, the natural enemy of the spider.
This insect is green in eolour, and in form
resembles a wasp, with a marvellously
thin waist. It makes its nest of the well-
worked elay, and then goes out on a hunt-
ing expedition. TIts victims are invariably
spiders of varlous kinds, but all are sub-
jeet to the same kind of treatment. A
scfentifie sting injects some poison which
effectunlly paralyses the luckless wpider,
who ls then carrfed off to the nest, and
there fastened with a dab of maoist clay.
Another, and another vietim is hrought
to this chamber of horrors. Then the
prescient mother ichneumon-ily proceeds to
deposit her eggs, one in the body of each
splder, which can just move its legs in
a vague, almless manner, but can offer
no resistance. This done, the fly returns
to her work as & mason. She prepares more
clay, and builds up the entrance to this
ghastly cell. Then she commences 1 new
cell, whieh she furnishes in like manner,
and closes; then she adds yet another
cell, and so proceeds till her store of eggs
are all provided for, and, her task in life
helng accomplished, she dies, leaving her
evil brood to hateh at lelsure. In due
time, these horrid little maggots come
to life, and find themselves eradled in a
larder of fresh mear. Each poor spider
I8 still alive, and his juices afford nutriment
for the ichneumon-grub, till it is ready
to pass into its c¢hrysalis stage, thenece to
emerge as a winged fly, fully prepared
to earry ont the traditions of its ances-
tors with regard to spiders, and to ful-
fil the purpose for which they have been
created, acecording to ichneumon helief.
-T.eisure Honpr.

. [Jury 14th, 1893.

FOSSIL. FORESTS O THE YELLOW-
STONE,

These standing silicified stumps and
fallen trees were found varying in (djamet-
er from one to seven feet. Two sectiond
of trees were found so poriect that rings
of annual growth throughout coald be
counted, except a few, perhaps fiiteen OF
twenty, near the heart and bark. On?
tree, measuring three feet in diameter, had
two huuwdred and twenty-two rings of
growth; and another, of three feet iive
inches diameter, had two hundred and for-
ty-three—this without any allowance for
a few, missing rings at the centre and to°
witrd the bark. The larger of these tr2e?
was only about half the size of the larges?
seen. Many were found varying in (id”
meter from five to seven feet, but none
of this size were seen exposing the ring?
throughcut the (niire re ton. Judg.né
from the closeness of the rings in certald
well-preserved portions of these largerl
trees, many of them must have Dboen at
least five hundred years in attaining thel?
growth, 1 the rings were truly aunual
Taking ome-hali this number, two hut
dred and tifty years, as the probahle ak®
of the successive forests at thig po:nb
it is seen that the earliest of these treé®
were living more than two thousand yeir?
before the latest, during which time there
were alternating conditions of growth ant
accumulation of voleanic material.

This estimate makes no allowaner 107
the time necessary for the formation of #
50il upon the voleanie material, whieh at
first sight wiculd seem necessary ior the
support of such a vigorous vegomtion'
It is not probable, however, that any ¢0%
siderable time was necessary for this pu¥
pose, for, with rare exceptions, each sue”
cecding forest tcok ront anlb.gan 0 grv
very promptly after the destruction of
its predecessor. In most cases the 1€
stroying flood consisted largely of muds
ashes, conglomerate, and other vo]v-ﬂ‘“]a
material, which formed an excellent e
for vegetation ; and it was doubtless cov’
cred with a luxuriant growth as soon
was dried or cooled sutficiently, nnd thi#

would require only a short time.— 1'1"’(;
§. L. Tillman, in The Dopular goicnt
Monthly.

MARK TWAIN A8 A REPORTER.

Mark Twaln was fond of manufactt?
ing items of the horrible style, but o8
one occasion he overdid this busines¥
and the disease worked its own cure- e
wrote an account of a terrible mnrd'«""
supposed to lhave - pceurred at "D“tcr
Nick's,” a station on the Carson Rive™
where Iimpire City now stands. He mad?
A man cut his wite’s throat, and th0%
ol his nine children, after which diabol
cal deed the murderer mouanted his horsé
cut his own throat from ear to 9”""
rode to Carson City (n distance of thre®
and a hali miles) and fell dead in iroB
of Pete Hopkins' saloon.

All the California papers copietl
Item, and several made editorial cr)m!"en,
upon it, as being the most shocking ¢
currence of the kind ever known on ,‘
Pacific Coast. Of course rival Virgin®
Yity papers at once denounced the it€”
as a “cruel and idiotic honax.” ey
showed how the publication of
“shocking and reckless falsehoods”
graced and injured

the

o
the State, and 1%

G o e v A g

P




