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In the smail English town in which I was brought up
the tradesmen and artisans were mostly non-conformists,
and they had great grudge against the rector of the parish.
It was nlot because ho was a Ritualist; on the contrary,
ha was an Evangclical of the purest type-what we used
to caîl a Simeonite-and a good, levable, Christian man,
although an "laristocrat." No; their complaint was:
IlA pretty shepherd of the flock he is ! If he wants a
new suit of clothes or a new pair of boots, ho gees to E-
(the county town) to get them ! " Wall E- was only
sixteen miles off, and the tailors of our littie town were nlot
flrst-ciass ; but the good rector took his own course ; ha
belonged to the much-hated established church, and ho was
Ilhaughty " enough te get bis clethes and things where lie
could get best value for his monoy.

There may be demoralizing elements in a state church,
but there are othor eleuents, equally demoralizing, in the
voluntary system, with ail its mniserable rivairies and com-
ptitions and struggles for existence. But the compact of
Church and Stato is doomed, we are toid. It is a Ilrelie
of njediovalism " that must bo abolished everywhere as it
i8 in Canada. Be it so. But the problem which bas yet
to ha solved by us Canadians is: Now that there is an
entira separation between Church and State, between
Religion and Politics, to which of the two belongs the
department of Ethies and Morals '? If the Legisiature
means to control it, let it give the varions religions denom-
mnations to understand that henceforth they must confine
themselves to dogma and speculation, and let the enact-
ments of the State on sucli questions as the day of rest,
prohibition, and se forth, be based on purely political and
utilitarian grounds, and lot ail its acts against Ilsupporting
your supporters " reach aven to the churches and the
pastors thereof. GEo. J. Low.

OTTA WA LETTER.

T FE charge made by Mr. Lister tigainst the lion. Mr.
Haggart that the latter had, while a member of the

flouse, been interested in the famious "Section B " contract,
and had used his influence to the pecuniary advantage of
the contractors and the political benefit of the (4overnment
in which ha is nuw Postmaster-General, was quickly
enough disposed of, and kept the Tarto-McGreevy debate
back only part of one day. Mr. Lister was probably Ilrid-
ing for a faIt." At ail avents the charge was no sooner
made than the intention of the Government to refuseaa
Committea became curront report. It was hardly to ho
supposed that in the ciosing days of the session an investi-
gation of this character would ha begun. But Sir John
Thompson and Mr. McCarthy gave much more powerful
reasons fer not going into a matter dating back to 1879,
and for putting some lirit to the exorcise of the House's
jurisdiction in matters of this kind. By the timne the
Mîister of Justice had got through bis dissection the lay-
man miglit well wonder whther there was any charge,
any Mr. Lister, any flouse of Commons, so complote was
the technical analysis of the formai motion made, and se
plain the Éhowing that this motion did not constitute the
speciic accusation, made on the responsibility of a membar
and involving bis own seat, which is required before the
House acts on a inatter of priviloge concerning the honour
of any of its menîbers. Mr. Laurier did not grapple very
bard with the technicalities, being apparently more con-
cerned with ultimate affect than imumediate rosult, and
taking as his main position the duty of Mr. Haggart te
clear himself. But ho was met on hoth grounds hy Mr.
McCarthy who inter lija, in the course of a concise pithy
speech, pointed out that when the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act was passod, it was not to punish an offence of
the class known to moralists as well as lawyers as malurn
in 8e but to remedy an evil, and aiso that aven if the charge
were proved to ho truc the finding would ho a doad latter
as nather Statute nor proaodent providod for expulsion of
the oflender, unless tha offence had beeon committed during
the Parliamont gitting IIOW. That it would ha a good
campaign document ha admitted, and many ether people
tbink that as the matter stands it is that already. The
leading liglits on both sides of the flousa had a hand in
atter dinner. and the references made to sundry cases in
the days of the Liherals' administration, notably the inci-
dent of Mr. Anglin, made the debate a good doal warmor
than the lawyer's argument it had begun witb. These
rases required a good deal of explaining to make it quite
clear that they did not in the least support the contantions
of the adversary and only emphasized those of friands.
The discussion wound up with a streng direct attack on
the Government hy Mr. Lister who did net besitate to
charge them with baving made Canada a politically
demoralized country worsa than any South American
republic. But hy a majority of twonty-four the flouse
resolved to wait tili next session for the proof of this and
passed on to the Orders ot the Day.

The Tarte-McGreevy debate is now bistory. Had it
ýceme over earlier it might have beeon matter for a couple
of weeks' talking ; but for once, in-a way, it seemed to be
practically admitted that when the case had been pro-
sented forcibly and ably for both sides, thora was ne need
for any remarks that did nlot throw new light on the sub-
ject. Mr. Davies made a powertul argument for the
xinority report which ha and Mr. Milis drew up, and
used plain language in bis statement of that argument.
It was an able speech and was ably criticized by the
young niember from Cumiberland, N.S., Mr. Dickey, who
bas ail the facuity for speaking that Joseph ILowe declared
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was innate in evemy Nova Scotian. Mr. Amyot did net
spare Sir Hector Langevin any more than ho spared
McGreevy, whe came in for the impartial condamnation et
Loth sides. During bis speech only was thora any et the
disturbance which a bitter politicai fight et this kind is
apt te produce. Towards the smali heurs et the morning
in anempty bouse thore as a interchancge et
epithats betwoen hum and Mr. Langelier on oe side and
Mr. Ives on the other, apropos et the Pacaud scandai and
Mr. Ives' raiîway connections and Taxas investinents.
This lad te skirmisbing witb motions te adjourn the debate
and the bouse, the technical esut being that Mr. Amyot
lest the floor. But Hlansard, though big, doas net centain
averything said in the flouse et Com mens.

One et the sensations et the debato was Sir Adolphe
Caron waoping, se te speak, at Sir Hoctor Langevin's
politicai tuneral. Everybody wbo reads the papers will
quite understand that the Ministor et Miitia's intense
appreciatien et bis late leader and colleagua must have
boan quite misunderstood new that bis eal sentiments et

admiration and regret have found expression. Mr. Laurier
spoke for the country as well as for the Commons, but did
net coma se mucb te the fore as usual, the analysis et a
mass et evidence net being in bis lino. Hus cioing roter-
once te the daym et the declinaet Frenchb mie in Canada
and te the corruption et Bigot was an unfortunate oe, as
was also that te Sir John Macdonald's famous utteranco
about hribing, the constituencies with their own money.
The latter gava Mr. McCarthy a chance te score beaviiy
by sbowing that the leader et the Opposition had omitted
the immediately folowing explanation by Sir John that
" the charge amounts te this that we have se wisoly and
equitably distributed the revenue in the different parts et
the Dominion as te gain the approbation of the country as
a whele," and enablid bim te appoal against unfaiîr attacks
on the great dead. The episode was an exciting beginning
te the deliberate carat ully argued speech, founded on a
mastorly digest et the veluminous evidence, with which
Mr. McCarthy led up te hie amandinent. This anounced
the inability et the flousa for want et certain evidence te
arrive at a definite conclusion as te the nature et the con-
nectien, if any, et Sir Hiector with the conspiracy te
defraud the public revenue, but consumed him on the
ground that ha couid net ho absolvod troui bis min-
isterial responsibility, and recommended prec9edings
for perjury against so-eaoe the witnesses. Sir John
Tbompson did net speak at aIl, mucb te the disappointment
et the curious in these mnatters, and Mm. Chapleau's opinion
remained unexpmossed, in which respect ho is creditod witb
being wisam than bis oniy other French colleagua now.
The McCarthy amendinont found but one supporter in Mr.
O'Brien, and se this famous case ended in the main report
heing adopted hy a vote ot 101 te 86, and Sir Hector
Langevin's career as a politician ends. Hoie h said te ho
selling bis bouse in Ottawa, but bis future movemonts are
undecided. t will be strange if se streng a personality
witb the attributas that bave madie hum and kçept bim se
long a leader among French Canadian politicians becomes
effaced nt once. t is tam more likely te ha tait, and power.

fully tee, with added anergy, in the violent internaI dis-
sensions which torm such a teaturo in the cliques and

conspiracias undarlying the apparently placid fronts wbich

potitical parties in the Province et Quehec show te the
public.

Mr. McGreevy bas hean formally expeiled. Nothing
aise seemed lot t te do. Tbis last act in the draina, like al

the other incidents in connection with Mr. McGreevy, was
pertermed quiatly and almeet in silence on the asot day but
onaet the session. Prebabiy everybody tait that af ter~ the

preceding debate, actions speak loudar than words. Theme
is, howevem, nothing te pravent bim coming bacit if bis
electors choose te return hum, and lia hi said te bava been
canvassing bis now vacant constituoncy vary lately. This
would ha a sensation indeed, and it may aven ho that Mr.
McGreavy bas held silence thus long te speait with more
affect wbon bis timo comas.

Af ter the close efth~e groat draina et the session thora
was little latt te do bu t te basten the f ahetf the curtain.
The Public Accounts Committea bas net bad any spacific

outoome et the implications against Mr. Chaploau, and the
Opposition are wiling te beave the Printing Bureau as
material te womk on next session, whicb wiil prohably sea
more definitely based charges against sncb et the Ministars
new invelved in scandais as are thon emanng in the
Cabinet after the reconstruction now in prospect. It is
altogether uniikely that the inquisitionai methods et this

session wilI ha countenanced if tbey are resorted te again,
wbiie on the other band thera is net the least deubt that
the fullest enquiry inte specific accusations will ha pro-
moted by the Government and carried eut witb energy.

At the last boum the virtua, wbich is its own rowamd,
made that reward et itselt take the shape et $500 extra
indemnity for the length et the session. That this is a

direct inducement for a certain ciass et members te prolong
a session wben in doubt cannot ho denied; and it is toler-
ably certain thant, te the mon whese time is mest valuable
te tha country and te themseives, this amount et moey le

net werth censideing. The probable eutcome wilha the
permanent increase et indemnity te a figure sufficient te
reaily pay thoin in soe measuro. But, though many
members may net feal easy in their minds about this prac-

tical deniai et the much spoken et dasire for ecenemy and

purification, ha would ba a hoid and an unpopuiar man whe
denounces it by bis vota.

Refoe this latter appearf; in THE WEEK the mamer-

able session et 1891 will have endad. It bas been a
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gloomy one with little apparent outcorne. IL began wjth

forebodings, it bas seen doath and disaster te mon and te
their political hopes, but through ail theoevil report and

scandai et party warfaro, the bcountry may well have

reason te hope that the darkest hour comas just befere the

dawn.

THE CACTUS.

LeeK where the Cactus blows
As hrilliantly it glows

As yonder fiory sun!
Surrounding it dull green,
Rough, jag 'ged stemns are seen

How was its beauty spun l

0 was its tissue wv
By angel formis abov e,

0f crimson-tinted cioud
And do the gardon elvas
Watch oeor it themiselves,

0f its rare boauty prend ?

Type of the poot's life!
Enveloped close with strife

And ruggedness and pain,
Hie gives the world, unsougbt,
The blossoin of bis thoughit.

Liko sunshine through thea min,

His songs shed happiness,
And light and loveiiness,

Cabland content.
0f beaven is ho the cbild
His fancies glowing, wild,

The gods te himu have lent

MARY MORGAN (Gewan L,,a),

Pl there is any r-gion in Arnericýa which we may regar
Ias" class3ic grourîd " in the literary soi'nse, thatreil

is tho State et Massachusetts, the gentle beautY 0et h
charrning Arcadian scenery is se closoly associated Wit

naines and memories that have become household rs
with every cultivated Angle Saxon. It bas, Ot col's 0

nmany other than literary na4sociatioris. Canadians isy
weil regard it as the cradle of our existence as a British

colony ;n since eut of Massachusetts, aven more tbafl the

other New England colonies, came the bravoMenon

weme the hackbone of theý struggle with France for thepQ
session et Canada,-the captorsi of Louisburg and TIlofe
oga,-tha heroees etfmany a well-fouglbt field in the vaIYd
the Ohio ani on the fair slopes etof nLike Chamaira
Lake Gýeorge. Nasiachusettî has been a lede Wth', arts
of wam and peaco, iii civilizition, philanthrop , lteratu0 e

art and education. The rovered namies of 1rYau' "
Lowell, flawtborna and Emerson, Whittier andgtl

low, [Lolmas and Parkman adld te the natural beautY0th

heart et New Englatid a charmnmnea acred and enduring

than aven those- with wbicb a houritiful natura has, et
her-tha fair wooded slopes and green vallîeys, 010 11 quI

pastures " and II still watter.q," the win(Iin.g streaum5 a k

lakelets that sparkle amid their eambo4oriogvrdr
geis in the summter sun.

t was on the first et June that we 9.et out on Our
grimage te this classic MasHachusetts. Crosging our Ilagnii

cent St. Lawrence through a Iabyrinth ot islandse 8t1f 00
in the first freshness et their spring attire-the hoat 0 %es
et the first sumner days tempered by the baciog,,tl
froiL Lakte Ontario-we landed at the viliageOf W
close te the train wbich was te carry us eastwaird.. , 0
haed hlissfully forgottan that thora weme sncb thiog5

tarifsii" or custem bouses, or that wo have noty0' se "'
,he hoon et unrestricted reciprocity ; but are is hae
reminded of the latter fact, hy an admonition toex
youm key eady ! " For our stuall impedime uta ci 0ee
ination dues net prove vary formidable, but the ~ 0
sets us roflocting atresh on the anonîaly a d ltio s

thesa vexations bariers between two civiliZe cSr'

acteistics are identical, and"te both ef whicbeth I .9et
and freest commercial relations, in lina witb the v

intention of nature, could hring in the long ruil.uuY
but good. Howevor, this is a digression ftromui urJO~ug
which, for the fist twe or thmee heurs, car ries Us t hieb,
a rather unintaresting bit of Western New yerk, elwa

like the corresponding portion ef the Canadian 5 herg the
evidently suffaring tmomn lon-centinued drought. 1 h
shadowsy began te lengtben,c however, we came eut 0 %i
Black River, with wooded hilîs breaking tefa oeo

lina. Thon we entored the Mohawk Valley, thech regt-118
s uhstirriog border warfare during the FrenG o u

and just bef ore the ravelution. But the sof t 5 ~
seen veilod all surroundings fmom our sight

Seen atter leaving, Albany, before àaybreak tofe
merning, we found ourselves entering the bih ce00?-uruel
Massachusetts, and hencefortb every stage of the Ju
bad, besides the chartu et outward heauty, that of erk
ing association. At Pittsfield we are among the 00
sbire bilîs," fresh and fair in the eariy memning sun,,5 liOl
amy et wbicb is familiar te aIl readers et lawthler rettf
for in the beart et tbam, about six miles tram the P lot
littie tewn et Pittsfield, ha and lis fauiilY res'd


