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THE SECOND ADVENT 0F THE PAST.-No. II dilng to il that Our Cliurchies may have wvhat we think is a Divine basis.' Ie t4
dling to it that we rnay flght Rome with bier own weapons. A vain attempt, for

By Rv. Tos.RAi-"y.if the Kingdomi of God ivas designed to have manifestation in eartbly ecclesias- ki
Bv EV.1H0. RrTRV.tical kingdoms, the uncultured comnimon sense of mankind will say, not in many S

The second advent as of the past is flot nowv presented as a cuirious and buit in one. Such is the general conviction, for the most part latent and not

interesting, yet impracticable, thieory. 'l'le desgfi is to show that ils bearin,- cx1 resscd, because attended by a fear, that the true sense of the eartbly expres-

oni the harnionv of Scripture, the remioval of doctrinal error, and the sad sion of the Kingdom of God lias flot been reached.

divisions iu Christendom. point to it as the great need of our limes. It miay ji It is flot uinlikely that wbat caused the error concerning the Cburcb, was

seriouisly w'th sonie doctrines ln ail the theologies. Il nay subject to a severc îsthocainotegrtreror respecting the second advent. Visibiity

strain die l)revalent Churchianity, and so doing nîay excite violent opp1 ositioni. 4f the Kingdonî of God in an vearthly ecclesiastîcal kingdom provoked tbe

Its; menit will, however, be seen in ils bringing to the foregrouind the deified and desire, and led to the belief of a visible manifestation of the Son of God in regal c

reigning Son of Go)d as absolutely Lord of ail, and the HoNv Scriptures as thtc )ower. Both were the product of that weakness in the human nature, which

sole law of His kingdom, and both as giving the only bas:s for salvation and ever prefers the evidence of sense to that of faithi, and confounds the infinitude

commuitnion, and therefore the living agencies in Christianity as the final and of the rcalmn of the supernatural with that of the material. We are flot ignorant

Ufliversal religion. " f this wcakness in our nature. l'he history of Christendom abundantly reveals

'l'le theory now lirescnted may frowvn at any attcmpt to founid a church or 't. 'I 'he temporary and sbadowy dispensation of Moses, lias by it been raised

a humai, exposition of Scriptiore. and miay therefore be adverse t0 nearly aV îrom its grave, and clothied in Christian rairnent, lias been made to play a con-

exisîing churches. Asserting as it does the aibsoluite rule of the Son of God iiderable part in the tiniet of the final age. A dispensation confined ta one

and the supremie authoritv of Scripturc, it miay implIY free Biblîcal interprelatioi îaition, and merely introductory ta one embracing the whole earth, mintey
in the pulpit and outside'of it. it may proclimi service to the neigning Son o' :*Itnlai, hecause local and tcmponary, it bias been regarded in ail Christian times, -

God~~~~ in an abolt ies.ndteWr steslel" fHsrio u b d by ine-tentls of the Christian people, as a divine mile for the regulation o'f

bindilur(' mcu to Christ and tlîe Word maiy tterly di ciaim olîcaience to mien ci lie outvard in the ne%%, tic universal, and the flnai dispensation. Such an
chuirches or humnan theologies. IL mia solve the di flicoît qiiesýion, 1, \hat i> :rror, flot confined to the Greek and Latin Churches, but Iargeiy permeaîig

the Church ? ", as the aggregate of ail p;rofesscd believers. and therefore as th( th huceso i Reformnatian, an error so palpable in the liiht of ti

SUni of ail their as;seililes founded on Christ and the Word. IDeclaring thai vritings of the New Testament, as ta, struke the enligbtened Christian with

the reigning Sun of God lîad as a Priest made a perfect and final pui 1 fication ou profourid amazemefit at ils conception and maintenance through the niany cen-

Ssi' before lie becaiiie King in Sion, it miy resolve Uic conditions of salvatioi iunies; of tbe past, su.ggcsts the îuîfercnce that an error from the sanie source bias

and commuitnion loto obedience to Himi and tlîe Word, and put down am~ paccd the second advent at the close of time, or in the yet distant furture.
attempt to eînforce otlier conditions, as obedience to tliis or the ottier systemn 0 Visibility of the Kingdom of God in an earthly ecclesiastical kingdom, or in zi

theoogy.1 1 entins hicliian (hw may n onecansay) eartbiy ecclesiasticai kingdoams as in the
teog.It may thuis fe-e CIîîistianitY Of the lo.ud Of Il uula"i 11citoi vhc 'laas <hoo vian n&te one unvra Casinnid ha s

have encumbered it. anid exhibit it ini its spirituality and cathoiicity. It mi.% Reformed Chutrches, îsS iitdteuieslCrsinmd hti vi

pronouince the Romish asacetadasae n eir PrtLat tlî igh ilnîposibietoimpress on it any sense of the possibiiity of the regai advent

their use of the Sacrnment of the Supper shoud lie siniply as a mniento of tit if tue Son of God,'tunless ut takes place attended by tbe evidences which act on

fliglît of Cliriýtianity belore the coming glory of the morning dawn of thL the physical in man.

kingdom of God. 'l'le testimiony of Scripture, which so clearly confines the regal advent of

1 mention tiiese as resuit; wvhich may bie expected front a generai reception the Son of God ta the time wben the Mosaic dispensation passed away in

of the îheory of the second adveut now advocated, and as showing its practical A.l). 7o, bias been up ta this late day ineffectual in convincing the professing >ý

ClUircter and its dlaim to the attention of ail Cliristians, espcciaiij' that tlîe% Christian world of its truth. lit bias flot yet penetrated tbrough the flesb ta the .j

Inay bring ilt o the test of Scrilpture ivithout regard to prev'aýeît views. Chnris spirit. 'l'le former bias become bardcned by tbe rail of centuries, and by the

tians evenymvhere are tired of theonies whichi are mierely suicli. WVe arc livinig jr, reaching of a Judaized Chrîstianity. We read Scripture concerning the King-

a Practical age. We have been filled witlî tic liusks and desire the food tha, demn of God, througb a vail, as did the Jews in the limes of Paul. Moses 15S.

nouirisiies. "Te are penplexcd by tîîe many tlîeologies and ecclesiasticismns 01 tili dominant in Christendom. The woman at Jacob's weli was flot more

the day. and also lîy the many UCuarches, cacli one calied a Chunch of Christ. îiystified by the wvords of Christ than is the Christian worid of this day. We Sc

We are harassed hy what may be natied the mnode'rn po/ytheisiz, and sigh foi have trot yet come iîito the iight of the glary of the kingdom of the final age

i nity in the Son of God. wc knowv that in Hinii is life and nio%%here cise. W( We have re-vîvifled judaism, and sa far bave falien fram grace. Wle bave tý

believe that "ýthis is the true God and eternal life." WVc wv.nt to. ohey th( iiaterialized tue second advent, the resurrection and the judgment.Wehv

'inlction, " Little clîildren, keep yoursclves fromi idols." W'c knoîv rot hion p!accd tliem in the future, and at the end of time. We cannat tbink of them as

tO <la it anîid the abouinding po/.yt/zeisn of cliurches many and crecds inany. of the past, because their evidences bave flot been patent ta the senses. As a

We bave no wvisli to question the nîystery of the 'lrinity in the Godbead, yet Wt' consequence we fail ta realize the true aspect of the Kingdom of God as a reign

clinfg ho a divine tinity in tie goverfiment of the final age. %Ve do believe thai iuf life, and as such in marked contrast ta, the dispensation of Moses, which in

iit "the Father judgeth no mari, but lîath committed ail judgment ta thit -cripture is called " the letter which kiiieth," Ilthe ministration of condemna-

Son"' ; that Il He biath appointed Hlm hein of ail tbings ; " that 1, He is Lard lion," Il tire ministratian of deatb."

of al] ;,, that "laIl powver bias been given -iîm lin beaven and in earth ; " " that The Destruction'ist theory is making its mark on Christian thaught. It i s

at the name of Jesu s every lice siîould luow, in ireaven, iii earth, and undeà secretly spreading ta an extent beyand caiculatian. It is held more ar les

the eartb." liVe lielieve that ail these Scnipture statemetits .and others refer t( itnongiy b)y mi!îisters of ail Protestant d&nominations. Aoe yol n

the kingdom of God establishied %liîen tire Mosaic dispen ition passed arvay it iere and there, ut us nevertheless cherished or considered by vast numbers, wlîo

A. r)7, n ~ u Son of God as its King, and as stuc l "God over ail and in their public services say nathing of their cogitations or conclusions 0on it

blessed for ever." In the recognition of îlîis we sec tlîe condcuîînatian of dt t s evidences, chuefly gathered rmteOd'eta ntaestnelicoc-

SO0called îîoiytlîeîsm of ebturches Many and creeds many, and the dawniuîg of ive wvben buougbt hefore the blaze of light and lîfe which fille thre writings of

the desired morning over di.;tracted Ciristeuidoi wven to the reignng Son ot lie New Covenant. They are indeed there quenched as the stars beforete

God ivili be the gathering of ail tue people, muid %viîen faitli iii and obedience ho isinig sun. Yet, even when brotîght there, and the New Testament is read

Hlm and Ris %Vord will be acknorvledged as the one and perfect test oh thraugbi the vail of aur Judaised Christianity, tbey have sufficient force ta draw

sialvaition and communtioni. the attention of many, and in some cases ta produce conviction cf their truîh.

Il iuust bie a liard task to reconcile tue texts nowv quated %vith a qîuasi-reigr if the.final issues cf the Kingdam of God are, with those of the previaus dis-

of the Son of God as a saving priest, or wviti ait alsoîtute reign yet in tire future pensations, remitted ta the end of time, so that death reigna in the ane as it diI

ihýe atuempt bias, invoived Chnîstendoin in endless pierplexities and distractionîs.i the others, and ail men await a generai resurrectian at tbe end of time. ut

l'le chuirch bias ruled instcad of Christ, and expositionis of tire %Vord bave taken viii bave ta be granted that the theory of Destructionisin is, on Scriptural

th ilce of Scrniture. ibere bias been no king u Iaiadevy anne

that wich is riglht in lus own eyes. Scriptu e 1îlaitîly says that -tue Fatliei *'o successftuiiy incet thie theory, we have ta lay aside many cf th-- long- rA

ildgeth on rîuieth no man, bîut liath coimitted aIl] judguîîent and rule ta dt ;cttled concluisions on tire tecond advent, the resurrectian, and the judgment.

Son." ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .,, î'ecucttaesstîsanueiiutadsy htteSni attihyrs n faise premises. They are inconsistent with the nain given inA

end of limte a scrving mediator. Scripture says that al tlze end turc Sari sbal! Scripure ta Christiaurity and the final dispensation. Tihey are incongruatta

hecome s(îtlject to the Fathen, and thiat front the jpassîing aivay of the Mosaic vith tire Messianic prediction cf the Oid Testament, with the words cf Christ '
li 5pensation to the end He wsill be absolute Sovereign of the age, the Fatiîei the exportent of prapbecy, and with the writings cf the Apostles. They rob

excepted. Il %ho d;d put ail thîngs under Him." 'l'ie clîurcb nullified ti ie final dispensatian cf its truc character as a reign cf life, and as such in

statement liy extendiniz tIre serving mediatorshilp ta the end of time, thmus dis, niarked contrast ta the previaus dispensations. The key-note cf it ie given lus.

allowing any futurne sulîjectioui of the Son to the Father, and in the absence cf the words cf its King. IlHe that liveth and believeth in me shail neyer die.» ý'

an aboltite reign of the Son, assuimes the needed athîority and rules the lsame Not lightly did Paul speak cf the dispensation cf Moses, Ilfor the letter killeth" »

Of God mith abso1tute sway, intenpretifig Scripture and auitbanitativeiy appiying atnd cf that cf Christ, "lbut the Spirit giveth life." What a broad line cf d

its expositions. 'llie action of the church involves practicai issues cf vasi marcationi did hie draw in the ternis he used for the one, and ii i those hi: applied

Moment. I mean ta showv turat the theory cf the second advent now advocated ta the other, as Ilthe ministration cf death, "tee ministration of condemna-

ifivolves also vast auid bezefcc'zt pracicl restuits. jion' I and "lthe ministratian cf the Spirit," 4"the miniatration cf righteausness -

l'le Romislh idea of t'lie Kingloi of God as a v'ast carthly ecclesiaçticai or j'tstiflcatiaf,"-4all expressive cf the mcaning of the death-symbcls which

kungdom, bas, made a permanent impressioni on the Protestant mind. \Ve are cover tue psges cf the Old Testament, and of the life-aymbols which 611 the

dazed bvt il, and incapable wo rightlY uiîdei'Sand the spiritual and invisible suiface af the New 'lestament--of death reigning until the regal advent cf the

na1ture o>f the kiîîgdonî over whiicii the Son cf God reigns. %Vc transform Chris. Son cf God, andi cf life reigning fromn the beginning ta the final end cf Hie dis-.

tianity into Churchianity as readilY as does the P'ope, iubt tire soie exceptionu pensatinof death swallowed rip in victory at the beginning cf Hie reign, sa

that %"e diizpiace bis i<lea of an eartb'Y tunit>', lîy the sînultifying idea cf a multi- that ail the rigbteoui dead cf former times were raiseti andi entered for ever inta tt

form and increasing diversity, as a licIter conception cf %vitat in Scnipture is the joy of theiir Lord, andi fromn then andti o the end of time the resurrection

cauleti Ilthe kingdoni, or reign cf licaven or of God." If the paa idea is anti the judgment cantinucuns, so that the faithftul are at the end of their earthly

false, cure le worse. If the otne is a mistake. the other is a bltnder whicb is course Ilpresent with the Lord." The judgment an ever present reality. AIl ýb

8ilid to e w~'orse than a crime. If the Kingdom cf God was designed ta bave now and always manifested before the jutigment seat cf Christ. l'le resurrec-

al, earthîy expîression in the farm cf an ecclesiastical eartiuly Lkingdom, the tion and judgment in the reign cf the Prince cf Life flot simtiltaneous as before.

Papal idea cf its unity is reasonable, wbile ours cf an end'essly increasing They were necessarily such then until the regal ativent cf the cnly one might.y

diîversity, is void cf even the appearatîce cf what is right or praper. Vet we ta save. But since, and to the end cf tie, Hades is abolisheti, death ils to
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