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MACS MEETING OF WORKINGMEN.

On Tucesday evening the long talked of
mass meeting of workingmen was held in
the St. Lawrenco Hall. For a long time
past there has been a felt necessity-amongst
many of the workingmen that an oppor-
tunity should bo afforded for a public ex
pression of .sentiment upon the various
public questions that were b(;fore them,
and’ were of such importance to them asa
class. Themeasures that had been proposed,
though ostensibly made to appear in their
interest, were not such as were satisfactory
to the operatives as a whole, and hence the
necessity that existed for an opportunity
of recording their opinions. T¢ what an
extent these feelings predominate amongst
the workingmen, the mass meeting.gave a
practical demonstration. At the time the
chairman took his seat the hall was filled to
its fullest cxtent, and throughout the entire
discussions tho ‘feeling of the meeting was
unanimous. Tho length of the pr&gramme
kept the mecting to rather a late hour, but
to the last the interest was well sustained.
The presence on the platform of delegatcs
from our sister cities of Ottawa and Hamil-
ton, gave a marked tone to the meeting,

-and showed &onclusively that it was no

mere local gathering, and that in the action

_taken on. Tuesday night the workingmen

" were a unit.

The Chair was taken by Mr, John Dance.
of the Ironmoulders' Union, Toronto, and

the following delegates occupied- seats on.

the platform :—D. Robertson, Stonecutters
Union, Ottawa; D. J. O'Donughue, Typo-
graphical Union, Ottawa; F. Walters,
Moulder’s Union, Hamilton ; R. Ingeldew,
Amalgamated Corpenters and Joiners,
Hamilton ; R. Parker, Canada Labor Unity,
Hamilton. There where also present Messrs
Leversley, A. Lloyd, A. Mowat, A McClin-
¢hy, J. E. Winuett, J. C. Shields, D. Cham-
bers, J. Hewitt, A, Scott, A. McCormack,
A. Smith, J. S. Williams, etc., ote.

" The Chairnan, in opening the proceed-
ings, said they had met for the purpose of
discussing various measures which had been
introduced into the Local Legislature, ma-
terially affecting the interests of the work-
ing classes. He begged that each speaker
might bo accorded a fair and patient hear-
ing on the question that would come up for
consideration. He had pleasure in culling
upon Mr. Donald Robertson, of the Stoue-
cutters’ Union, Ottawa, to move the first
resolution, '

THE LIEN LAW,

Mr. Donald Robertson, who on rising to
address the meeting, was received with con-
sideable applause, moved :

"That this meeting, while acknowledging the
spiric which prompe:d the introduction of tue
Mechrnies' Lien Law into 1he Legi-lature of
Ontar:o, begs to record their judgment that
the bill, as it now stands, ntterly failsin its
provisivns to proteet skilled and other labor
and further, that what we require is a general
lieu la v applicable to all classes of labor cov-
cring from one day's wages upwar.l and to be
collected in  summary legal manuer,”

In introducing the motion, he said that
he had no doubt that the Hon. Mr. Crooks,
in devising the Mechanics’ Lien Law de-
sired to benefit the mechanics of this Pro-
vince, any he could therefore have no ob-

" jection to amend it. Ho (Mr. Robertson)

contended that it utterly failed to protect
the mechanics, inasmuch as they were de-
barred from taking a lien against the work
-upon ‘which their labor had been expended.-
Even if the claim were over $50, as set
forth in the bill, it could only be collected
waen the work was done at the request of
the owner himself. Another objection

_againat the bill was, that as it stood, it only

_ provided redress for persons employed on

the erection of buildinge, and foz; pereons
furnishing maiterials for thesmme. He con-
sidered this moat unfair, as all trades were
entitled to the seme prutection, and the
poor but honeat laborer hed wa much right
to have. justice doue him as the mcet skill-
od artisan in the Iand. In the second sec-
tion he found that the names of the owneors
of property riust bs recorded. This was
right enough, but he would like to see an
additional clause defining who were' the

-owners of church property, or any pruperty

vested in a committee, for the purposes of
the Act. Numerous instances had occurred
in Ohio where thore was. a differonco of
opinion among lawyers as to who were the
actual proprietors of such property under
these circnmstancés. He trusted that be-
fore tho bill passed n third reading stops
would he taken to impress upon the Hon.
Mr. Crooks the great dissatisfaction of the
workingmén with the measure. If they
were to have alien law let them have one
of use, under the provisions of which a
mechanic could take a direct lien against
the building of property, and not be com-
pelled to proceed in a rrund-about way
that in 99 cases out of 100 would not en-
able them to recover a single cent.  In con-
clusion, he sajd that if the bill were altered
to allow the mechanic t» makeo dircet clain
against the building, it would be a deal
better, but if passed in its -present state it
would be a direct insult to the intellizence
of the workingmen of Ontario. (Ap-
plause). '

Mr. O'Donughue, in seconding the resolu-
tion, said he could not but look upon the
bill as it then stood as asugar-coated pill—
very sweet on the outside, but bitter indeed
in the middle. - It had been said by some
thatthe measore had been introduced in
order to gain their suffrages. This was
possible, but he thought the time had ar-
rived when the workingmen should have
something to say in rcgard to the planning
of laws affecting their interests, There was
no doubt that when the clection times came
round, they would be patted on the backs
by all parties, and that was an.acknowledge-
ment they were worth something.in-the
market. They should now understand their
value as a marketable article. (Applause.)
The workingmen wanted no class legisla-
tion, ‘but they wanted justice, and they
must -have it. He would like to see the
workingmen represented in Parliament.
The city of Hamilton had returned a work-
ingman to Parliament, snd there was no
reason why Torontoshould not do the same.
It was the only way to obtain justice, as the
nominees of capitalists were sent to the
Honse pledged to a certain policy. Hehad
read in the papers that the framer.of the
bill had stated that he could not extend its
provisions, as it would not suit his consti-
tuents. Who were his constituents? Not
one class alone, but every class, and if that
gentleman were honest to the people he
would not be prevented from doing justice
to the whole community. The maarsnre was
totally inadequate to meet the wants of the
working class. flow many workingmen
were there who could afford to let their
wages run up to the amouut of §50. Why,
they would starve before that time, What
was wanted was a bill that would cover
them for each weck's .wages—for a single
day’s if necessary (applause), and a sum-
wnary way of collecting it even as a landlord
could colleet his rent. IHe could assure
them that if no adequate measure could be
obtained in the Logislature, their fellow
workumen at the capital would leave no
stone unturned to obtain one for'the Do-

minivn. Mr. O’Donughue,. on taking his
scat was loudly applanded.

The resvlution was then put and carried
unanimously.

EMPLOYERY AND EMPLOYEEH.

Mr. R. Parker, of the Canada Labor
Unity, Hamilton, moved the following re-
solution: .

Whereas certain bills have been introduc:-d
into the tegislature of this Province affecting
the exiz tiny retut1028 botween cruployer and e
pluyes,aid rushed through with ¢ creless haste,
wit out in auy sense whatever consulting one
of the parties theceto, and whereas the present
construct-on of the Arbitration Act, and th
act for the workmen 6o participat: wm profis
are in no way casculated to improve thie pre-
eat conditiu of the lasorer in this I'rovinee—
Bo it resulved. thet since thows acte have met
ne siisting wauts of the toilers of vhis cunntry,
the worimen cannot be parties to wuch mea.-
uree in leic preseut coustruction.

8lr, Parker in the course of hiz resnarks
said that if the Legislature wished to
benelit the country, it would have Ro tntn
ita attontion towards developing the natur-
al resourcos of the Province. The agricnl-
tural produce raised ir the conutry was for
the wost part exported, and what wad

‘wanted waa a manufac@;ﬁing people to con-
sume it. This could aply be obtained by
protecting the interests&yi the workingmim,
and- what had the Govérument done to-
wards this end ? They hkd given them the
Lien Law and the Master and Scrvant Act.
fIe then proceeded to read several portions
of 'tho last meuntioned Act, and attracted
attention to that part of it rclative to the
formation of a Board to which disputes be-
tween employers and thelr servants could
be referred. The Act said in regard to the
memorandum to be signed in such cases,
‘‘ and 'no defect in the form of said memor-
andum or in the filing :and registration
thereof_ shall invalidate the efficacy of any
of the proceedings to be taken under the
provisions of this Act.” So that if no
workman’s hand was attached to the instru-
ment it made no difference. Again, no-
thing in the Act anthorized the Board of
Arbitration to establish the price at which
workingmen were to be paid. Thus power
was taken away from the Board to settle
the only difference that was likely to arise
between masters and servants. The resolu-
tion said that those acts did not satisfy the
wants of the toilers of our country. And
did any one ever consider what those words
“‘ our country” cmbraced? He then, at
great. length, dwelt upon the vast extent of
territory and the resources of the country,
stating that within its ares it contained all
the clementa that could possibly be desired
for the building up of & great nation. Tn
the cast its maritime prdvinces contained
vast beds of coal, that only required the
miners’ operations to bripg to light, that
would be sufficient to on the manu-
facturing interests of the ¢ountry, and the
west could furnish all the ores and metals
that could be needed, while the vast belt
in the North-West Territory could furnish
homes for millions. The agricultural re-
sburces of the country were beyond com-
parison,  All that was needed was, that
the resources of the country should be de-
veloped, that wise laws should be enacted
for the protection and encouragement of
population, and not such apologies of legis-
lation as they had spoken of to-night. After
further remgrks he concluded by saying
that for practical purposes the bill was not
worth the paper it was written upon.

Mr. E. Winnett, of the Cowchmakers’
Union, Toronto, seconded the motion in an
able and comprehensive manner ; and the
vesolution when put .was unanimously car-
ried.

CONVICT LABOR.

Mr. Andrew Scott, Toronto Amalgamated
Engineers, moved :

That, whereas in the properdisposal of Con-
vict Labor in this and other countrics, great,
d fliculties are frequently experieneed in which
the interests of the citizens are invariably in
volved, and inasmuch ns the question, has
been hrought irect’y home to tho peaple of
this Provinee by the recent contract sail to he
entéred int s by the Outario Government and
the Canada Cae Company, whereby the eaid
company bas secured thu prison labo: virtu-
atly tor the period of fifreen yeurs, this mect-
ing wnhes tatingly de-lares such a transaction
by the Ounturio Cabinet, with ut consalting the
represcutatives of the pewple, to be a gross
injastice amt calculnteuF seri- u-ly to injure
those tradesmen whose Jabor will he taken ont
of their hands by tre emv ets.they are taxed
to support, ard will ultimately p-ove preju-

dicial to all elasses of skilled labor, bath direct-
iy anit indirectly. ‘This ineeting further views

‘| with grave suspicions the results of contract

system, the leading tendencies «f which are
the agsraudizement of the pockets of a few
gpeculators at the expense of the people, end
the corraption and demeralizition of the c-n
victs, A hearty public expression of entire
disapproval with the whole course taken by
the Ontario Ministry in its dealings with this
importent public question is hereby given.

Mr. Scott at some considerable length
commented very severly upou the charscter
of the contract said to have been entered
mto by the Ontariv Government with. the
Oaneide Car Cowpany, il -charagtericed
the eysteia of couvict contracts ee ruvet
peraicions to the sountry.

K, McClinchy secoudad the resolution,
which was cavied. o

THE FRANCWISE. ‘

e, Walbers, of the Ironmolders’ Union
of Hamilvon, moved :

Rusolved, that we. $he working wen of this
city iu mass mucking assawbled, do view with
approvid the gouor d prineiples suvoived in thy

steps now being taken by the Ontarin Parlia-
ment in introducing measures tn extend the
franchise and the adoption of the ballot sys-
tem of voting, but would recommend the ex-
nunging of that clause in the fianchise bill
which places a direct tax upsn the seanty in-
come of the Iaborer, as a basia of such exten-
sion of the franchise,

Mr. Walters alluded to the pleasure that
it afforded him to represent the Iron Mould-
ers’ Union of Hamilton upon a Torento
platform, and belicved that a moro frequent
interchange of sentiment among the differ-
2nt branches of industry would tend to
fasten more securely the bands that bind
together men of union principles; and also
tend to promote a cloger feeling of brother-
hood among men. He then proceeded to
speak to the resolution he had submitted.
It was with peculiar pleasure that he had
read it, because it gave him an opportunity
of saying that workmen knew when they
received a good measure and could appreci-
ate it accordingly. The previous speakers,
in their resolutions and remarks had taken
exception'to, and in fact, strongly denounced
the action of the Ontario Government, in
as far as the measures spoken of did not at
all represent what their titles would lead
one to believe the provisions of those mea-
sures, and that while professing 1o be mea-
sures in the interest of the working classes,
were so only in name, in practical working
they would operate directly against those
interests. But the resolution he had sub-
mitted would convince all that workingmen
were not mere grumblers, taking exception
to whatever was proposed ; but this would
show that when a really good measure was
introduced they knew it, and were ready to
receive it and appreciate it. The measure
proposing the extension of the frdinchise
was emphatically a trne reform ; affording,
as its provisions would, the opportunities
for so many young men of intelligence of
taking part in a practical way in the politics
of the contry,—a privilege from which
they h @ hitherto been denicd. He then
after 2 son: length dwelling upon the ad-
vantage: of :n extension of the franchise,
restized his seat amid loud applause.

Mr. Hewitt of this city, in seconding the
resolution «aid that considering the hour,
the amount of business, and those from a
distance who ivished to be heard on this
great question of labor, he would merely
came forward to show that ho favered the
resolution ; and while he endorsed the
principle involved in the extension of the
franchise, he could not but raise his voice
in unionisin with the scntiments of the
resolution against the basis of such exten-
sion, namely-—a tax upon the scanty pit-
tance of'the laborer. An income-tax is, at
best, a very unjust and imperfect way of
securing a revenne ; but it is most mean in
its workings when it strikes ab the petty
200, 300 or 400 dollars of the laborer whose
toil has been already burdened by provid-
ing indirectly the whole running expenses
of the State, and supplying in the samec
manner the luxurious wants of the very
many expensive, useless, non-produving
fawilies in our midst, After dwelling at
somo length on man’s right to govern hiw-
self, he concluded by saying that the only
just, equitable basis for the fianchise was
intelligence, morality, and worth ; and that
all thuse who are neithor paupers nor erimi-
nals are violently deprived of their natural
rights under the present systewn.

Mr. Ingledew,.of the Amalgamated Car-
penters of {1enilton also supported this re-
solution in an able and argnmentative
speech, in the course of which he said that
it had long been his ambition to feel hiw-
self in the land of hia forefathicia s froe mien
sud o citisen ; and as the mneequre proposed
wan of a charscter to reach the intelligenos
aad worth of the community, he attered
hiwmself that the dor was not far distent
when ha shivuld ferl himeslf & aviesu’ of
weie country, He vadre-od thy soutisioate
of the la-t soeaker with regard to the in-
cuwme-tax, aud aleo with regard to the
propur bagis of » franchse,  Ue folt tha
tho pres-nt half mensuces that it hag beon
the duty of this ceting tu condewa'to-
night, would never huve cows bufure the
puoplo in their prosent fov, if iutelligenco.
worth, and wsnhood wak the basis of

T
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government, instead of money. He farthes
said that newspaper oracles would be more
careful of the fecling of the masses than .
they now are.  The labor of the country
would not be insulted ever and anon- by
fulsome articles written by the biggest
gonse-quill on the staff of the great Globe
and retain its political pre-eminence. Pro-
gress and reform is the order of the day,
and he hoped that the sentiment expressed
in tho Legislature by Mr. Clarke, of Wel-
lington would have due influence upon the
legislation of the couniry, that nothing
short of universal suffrage could be areform
wmeasure. Tho gentleman resumed his
seat amid. great applause.
MUNICTPAL ASSESSMENT ACT.

Mer. J. 8. Williams, Toronto Typographi-
cal Union, moved :

Resclved-that this meeting cannot view with-
out grave apprebension, some of the proposed
amendments to the Municipal and Asgessm«n$
Act, and would recommend that the City
Council give its earnest attention to the re.
moval of those clanses which, it is believed,
will bear with wnduc pressure upon the opera-
tive classes, and will prove detrimental to the
best interests of the community.

.The Speaker said that owing to the late-
ness of the honr, he could only vefer to some
of the objectionable clauses of the proposed
amendments to the Municipal Law. The
fourth clause proposed that the clection of’
Mayor should be decided by ballot, under
the dircetion of the City Clerk. One of the
city journals in commenting on this cliuse
made an attack on the:dallot systetwin'that
it allowed a man’'s hands to be greased, and
then he could laugh at the people behind
the cloak of secrecy afforded by the ballot ;
but it was not upon these grounds he raised
his objections, but he contended that the
office of Mayor should be conferred direct
from the hands of the people. He had no
sympathy with the inuendoes that had been
made acainst the system of ballot, in that
its secrecy afforded opportunities for- dis-
honest practices. His experience of human
nature led him to belicve that an individual
who would so far forget his manhood as to
allow his hands to be greased in any such
connection, would reap no advantage from
tho secrecy of the ballot, but would just as
readily command his price by selling him-
solf to the highest bidder. He also alluded
to exception that had been taken to the
clection of Mayor by the people on the
ground that the people could be more
readily bonght. The same paper strangely
asserted that though the people might be
independent enongh to vote for Alderman,
yet were not suffiziently independent to he
entrusted with the election of a Mayor.
The Tth ¢lause provided that authority be
asked to permit the Council to provide for
gratuities to officers, after twenty-five years
contihuous sexviee in the corporation em-
gloy, payable out of the funds of the city.
He considered this » most pornicious pro-
position. A man roceived an engagement

in connection with the eorporation. For
twenty-ive years he renders continnous
service, engaged seven or eight hours each
day, in the laborions work of paring his
finger nails, or making a fow eniries on a
hook, or more laborions still, in watching
an unfortunats understrapper lest the pub-
lic purse should saffer frowm the poor man's
idleness. By that time his feeble frame in
so exhausted thathe cannot standthe dread- .
ful pressure & day longer, and he is to he
shelved on gratuities of out the pnblis
funds | (Applause). He(the speaker) pro-
tested against this foisting of worn-out of-
ficers upon the heavily taxed rato-payers.
Iu the ninth clause it was provided that the

serm of office of Aldersusn be wxtcuded for -

three years, instead of ove yum, aud that
the whole Cruueil go out every threo years,
He thought that such an ensctment wonld
tend to the organization of vings. I ane
othat ¢lause the proposel was mwle fo tax
each perenu upon the whole of lis income,,

sud the frauchiss was thrown in as a Jopto . -
pecify the rutepwyors. The tax bithesto ..

levied upvu suy ameunt in oxcoss ol H100
wss burdensone ouough, but tho propasi-

Jdon to tax the whole af 2 man's incene w0

an iniqaity not to le telarafed, Was il lo, -
be expseted 'ut the poor working way, .

(Lo:tinued on fourh pug ) X




