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hQuse, by ehe lighe of the oil lamp oppositg,
Sorne 9 f the windqws Were broken; the
satters were dingy and weatl>er:be4ten, qt)4
the 4t;st 1qy thickly on -the 8ill5 #n qii
tije qr

I put the l4ey in tbe lock ; but it« ould
Dot mqve till 1 had t4ken it out again, and
bke~ qnd bloived the dust out of the key.

beThen I tqfrned it alowly, with aU rey
strenlgt4 in tl}e rqsty wards, and 4escended
intç t e sl4op, shutting the door. I hastened
te Iigbt tite lamp which I had brought witlî
me; fqr the strangeness of my situation, in
darkaiess, aftpr thFee years' absence, in the
codM bouse wbere *my ththeu died, inmpresse1
me; I heard noises about the place, prol4g.
bly of rats. When I had lighted my lanmp,
1 8aw that everytbing was as we hadt left it:
excepting t4fat the dust lay tbickly every.
wbere, lq the oafr p4rlqrir 4t the baclk of
the sbop, my aunt's work-ifqx stood tipon
the table; and on a stand qg4inst the' iyin-
dow ivere several flower-pots, the mould in
(hema as bard as stone, and the plants dend
and shiivelled. Tlýe gr4te rem4ined as
we Ieft it-ful of cinders ; an4 tlhe old
wooden arm chair in which rqy atint bad
beeni sitting was beside the fire-plrace.. 1
walked, 1 knqw; qqt why, on tip.tqe along
the passage, and nqqunie4 tifa stairs. My
bed-room also %yas tjnclianged. 1 searebed
in a justy closet and found the drt4wing that
1 swlght, and looked upen it -by the lqrmp,
tintil 1 could nlot see it for tu y tears. 1
walked tlirough every rooxa, t4nd lingered
in~ tl4a kitchpn ty4ere 1 btý4 carved the an-
ggi; arq4, afier i4 wIýile, returned thrqugh
the shop,and bade faewell once miore te rny
old home.

I put out my lanMp, 4nd opened the door
and iistened, thinking 1 heard some one pass-
ing. The fbotstep ceased, and wllen 1 is-
sued an4 iooked dQwn the street, 1 tl4ought
1 saw a, fgqre, standing stili, at a littie dis-
tanceefrom me. As I wasanxious not tebe
recognited, 1 tqrned qtqickly and walked
away. 1 heard the fqQoftep ý,-:ain, as if the
person was following nge, an4 1 qqickened
My pae;.- but it seenied te gain upon me,
and 1 he4rd a.yoice that struèk me motion-
less. It was Alice, anud she came and fflght
me by the arm. 1 eould, feel how she was
trembling, and 1 turnedi and hel4 ber firmly.

"1 neyer thought te .see yen~ any nmore,e
sbêL said;" my God, how 1 bave prayed te

s .ep yQu, and repeqted qf tbrqt 4reg.dfql night
wheu 1 spoke fOOlistulY ý4ainst my beart, 4nd
sont yen from me angryl !I tbeught, that
yqry werc dead ; tqnq that the feeling Qf what
1 ha4 donc, we ighed upon n>e liçe a sin tbhst
neyer could be pardoned or waslîed <u,
Three years of bitter sorrow 1 have passe4
since then; night after night I li4ve lain
qyqke and cried, rintil my beart is almost
brQkers, It.was known tlirt you bad left by
the coach, but r>Q qne kneV wbither you Lad
gone. 1 bave watolid about the cathedral
and in front of the old ho4se rq4ny 4n even-
[ing, in tlle hoî>e tbat you imig1î: be tempted
tQ tevisjt themn if yqq %yere stili ali-ve, tilI,
wqherl yqq did nqt cerne -for inontbs and
years, I could flot doubt t1ý4t you ivere dead.
Y-et to-niglitI amne4 -gain. It is tbree years
to-night since you left rne. I hear4 with
terror sonme one opening thft dqûr fror4 witb-
ini, rsnd inetireci qq4x saw that it was you.-
4nd you.were hurryirig awyay, anci in anetiier
moment would have been gone again for-
ever! O h, de nnt leave me ag4in--ý.never,
neyer ngain !"

1 was stunned, beiidered ;btjt 1 spoke:
"Oh, Alice, 4lice! do flot sue te me, 1 can-
net bear te hear yoq. 1 only arn te blame
for my bliud pride and otfstinacy. 1 neyer
ivill forgive myseif the sqwrowy 1 hgyve çnsed
yqq ; theugh 1 h ve alse suffered v'er.ytuch.
1 have ceased te love you for a moment.-
This very night 1 carne te seek your Iikeness
that 1 drew, littie thinking 1 should see you
here again, and hear you talk like this."

We stood nenr a Iamp, and 1 saw how
changed she was-how thin and pale 4p~
face; but she was stili my Alice, ivbom 1
loved se rauch. 1 put both arms about her
neck and kissed lier wet cbeeks, toek ber
bands and kissed tbem mauy times, and told
ber net te think bo4 past, and that I
would neyer leave b~er while 1 lived. We
tqrned and walked down.the street together,
and round the cathedr4I yard; htt ber talk
was stili about tbe past, arqd ail thtAt sh e had
Qufl'ered. Sue asked me rý hundred ques-
tige, of where 1 had been, and what 1 had
dene since that time, and cried afresh whea
1 told ber bow 1 had grieved for ber sake.
ahe made me tell ber how 1 had b.rolken the
statue, and I showed ber thea aide wigdow
irbere' I entered, *vnd Wed ber everythiig-
fQr I remenib.ered well -:tla ight.

Alice and I walked te and fro till t k was


