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Froin thé time of Abel downward, attention bas
béén paid te thé breédîng of sheep, and particularly
se by thé races-'ofmen inhabiting thé Southern
parts of Europe, a considérable portion of Seutheru
Asia, and thé Northérn part of Africa, with a féw
remarkablé exceptions, as in thé case of thé Mèdes,
thé Phoenicians, thé Egyptains, and thé inhabitants
of emé of thé islande in thé Meditérranean. Thé
Egyptians, howéver, as éarly s thé time of Moses
had bécorne sheép-breedérs, and about 1,590 years
later it is rélated that the eheep of Egypt throve
e well upon thé rich alluvial soil of thé country
that their ownérs weré able te shéar thém twicé in
thé year.

As an instance that thé eheep of antiquity
possessed a good fleece, éxamplés may hé cited
from, thé Nineveh marbées. But the célebrated
brééd of sheép cf antiquity wae thé AWlesiaii. Lt
was' délicate in constitution, but it yielded a
péculiarly fine wool, admirably adapted for matn-
facturing purposes.

This breéd, 1 beliéve, first appears in history at
aud near Milétus, in Asia Miner, about 500 B.C.-
it was fromn thénce probably introducéd into Gréecé
490 B.C.-and ehertly aftér that into Italy, wheré
it bécamée fanions under thé naine of thé Tarentine
MSeep. By thé Romane this breed was carried te
théir varions colonies, and amonget othere te Spain.
In Spain material improvements wére éffécted in
this bre about thé cornmen cement of thé Chris-
tian éra,-thé fleece, which beforé wae spottéd, aud
frequéntl dark coloured, was réndered a pure
whjite, aud a sounder constitution was givén te thé
délicate Tarentine Sheép. This regénérated race
bécanie known as thé 3ferino ,Skeep, and from thémi
havé descénded those animale which [rom that time
te thé présent havé supied our clothiers with
théir best quality of wool.

About 1765 thé Merne shéép wus introducéd
imite Saxony, and after semés yéars thé Saxon fleecé
was found te bé éven superier te thé Spanish. At
the présent timé but little Spani8h wool coes into
thé Englieh market.

The Merne sheep was iutroducéd inte Australia,
Tasmania, New Zealand, thé Cape of Goed Hlope,
America, sud other ceuntriés, 'with marked succs,
about thé comnmencement of thé présent century.
In Australia, thé Merne suceedéd thé Leiceter
aud South Down, which in théir tutu bad supplan-
ted thé gaunit, hairy seep imperted by thé éanly
colonists from Bengal.

The fibre of Merne weol éxcéeds ln finénése
that which any othér breed ofehééep produces, and
North Amenésa Merne wool now surpasses meet
ether wools for its féltîng proerties. Samplés
bavé been ebtained from American flocks, which
contain 2,552 serratione te the inch, while thé finést
SaxÔnY wool enly contain about 2,400 serrations
to thé inch.

Thé incréasé Of the shep in semée of Our colonies
s truly wondérful.* In 1788 Australia hsd ne,
shéep. In 1796 thé éntiré stock of sheep in thé
*celouy Of New South Wales was 1,531; in 1859
thie numnbér had incréased te 7,581,762; whilst iu
1861 thé quantiity of ehéep's wool impontéd into thé
United Kingdom from, our Australian colonies
amounted te 68,084,202 Ibo..

It muet have struckr evéry observer that man
exergiaço a woadert'i4 influencé ov.er thé members

ef the animal kingdom,ý ne less than ever thé mem-
bers of the vegetable kingdom. Wherever attention
bas béen pai~d te sheep.breeding, there a markedl

improent bas béen inanifested in the particular
directioen in which that improveméent has been
sought-whether in thé carcas or in the fleece.
This may account for the superiorit.v or breéd of
ebeep around the ancient seats of civilieatî

Clirnaté greatly affecte the quality of wool-in
very bot countries scarcely any wool is produced;
thé animal is clothed with hair only. Variations
in thé temperature are véry injurions- any sudden
check of perspiration produces an irregtilarity in
thé staple Of the wool (distinctly seen uinder the
microscope), and this of course greatly diminishes
the value of the lises.

The seép produces the finest quality of wool in
two of thé isothermal zones only-the warmer-tem-
pérate and the sub-tropical. Thus thé most
celebrated breeds of ancienttimes were the Coraxie,
thé Milesian, thé Gréék, the Tarentine, and thé
Spanish-all thé spots upon which. those sheép
pasturéd are within thé eub-tropical zone; England,
thé United States, Buenos Ayres, the Cape of Good
Hope, and South Australia are in thé warmér-tém-
patt zone : whilst Tasmania and New Zealand
arte in the sub.tropicel zoné. It muet, howevér, bé
rémembcréd that élévation aboyé thé sea-lévél ré-
duces thé température, and that in ascéndingmeuntain rangé, a few houts wil také -von. froin
thé tropical senéry surrounding ite basé to thé
pines whicb frînge its snow-cappéd summit, paso-
ing tbrough thé familiar forme of thé temperaté
zoné on your way. For instance, thé alpaca is a
native of Péru, which is in thé tropical zone, yet
thé alpaca succeéde wéll in Australia, which is in
thé euh-tropical; but, then, this animal inhabite
thé élévatéd, and coneequently cold, table lande of
South Amenésa, and réally finds thé température
of Australia warmer than its native habitat. Thé
wool produed by thé alpaca in Australia is sttéd
to be supérior to that produced in South America.

Béforé quitting this part of iny subjeet, 1 muet
remind my réadére that the seép did net éxist in.
Amenésa, in Australia, or in New Zealand whén
those, countries were firet visitéd by Européans.

Naturaliste and geoloeiste draw soimé interésting
conclusions from. E8isfct. Tbéy etote that thé
eheep is thé meet récont typé of animal with which.
théy are aequainted ; it is éven a question whéther
it is found in a foseil etate at all-it ie péculiarly
an animal belonging te thé human period, aud
whéther viéwed as affrding man food and clotbing,
or as .imparting fértility te thé seil hée cultivatée, it
je scarcely possible te, concéivé an animal more
valuablé -te- him.

Stages of Hanufadture.-Wools are divisible into,
firetly, those bet adapted for carding, and, second-
ly, thosé most fit for combing. Thèse two varieties
may be classed as (1) short and. (2) long wools.,
although the léngth of thé staple je by ne means

thir ny distinction.

(1) Short wool ie* usefi for thé production of
woollén cloth. It je firet scoured ; next it is scrib-
bled ud carded; it is then "slubbed ;" aud, lasÈly,
it le epun, or drawn finer, and twistéd. None of
thèse proceeses déstrey thé félting propérty of thé
wool.


