
T' CPAUADIAU AR TECT ARD BUILDUIR.

annonce by advertisements in tie daily press sital "It is the
intention of th vestry of St. Pauis Cathedral, London, te en-
large and iiprove the Cathedral ai an expenditure of from
$3e,ooo te $35,ooo. Competitive plans for said work eill be
received by the church wardens until the ioth day of May,

89o. Vestry do not bind thenseves Io acccþi any plan. In
event of one being accepted, the second best by vo/e of Ve/sy
te receive $5e." The italics arc ours. Truly a nagnainous
ofer ! We would advise ail uneiployed architects, if any itere
be, 'ho are blessed with a passion for labor for lis own sake,
irrespective of cither glory or resard, te submîit dcsigns in this
competition for the approval or otherwtise of the trained (?)
judgment of the gentienen composing the vestry of St. l'ats's
Cathedral. Joking aside, we regard as nothing short of con-
temsptible the conduct of church officials ivio, forgetting the
precept, " Render unie Ceisar the thsings that are C.esar's," are
seeking te msake tise of the products of the architect's brain
without making himss compensation. There vould seci te be
need of greater iarmony betveen the preaching and piac-
tice coniectel with the church in quesiion. Se far as the
architects are cmcerned, it is a foregone conclusion that .nt
one of thei who is in the least degree etited to the naie will
have anything whatever ta do with the so-calied comspetition.

T A accidents te life are not more frequent tian they are

is alîsost sufficient proof witiout ither evidence that
there is a smercifusl and ail powerfui ruler of our destinies. Man
ceriainly takes but few precautions te preserve life, and if a life
was sacrificed for every piece of reckless disregard of statics
which is exhibited by man, a very few wreeks woui convince us
ail that it would be necessary to do sonething te remedy an cvil
which resulted in many deaths and meuch sufering. There non,
stands, or did stand a few' days ago, in the town of Barrie, Ont.,
a brick val ofone storey in leiglit, with three openings in samie
which is carricd on a rotten rteasst-summsner supported ait boit
ends by brick ralls, and at two iniermsediate points by light
turned twonden coluns, which are net tînder the centre of the
swall, but raher te the isnci edge. This wali tins been hue front
weail lfa iwo storey building which lias lately been bursned. 'Fie
owner has apparently net inade up his miil as te isiat ie eill
do with viat is left cf his building, and in the sse:atimse allows
the above seal tc reiain, hazarding tie lives of those who may

pass along the sidevailk beneath. is scems incredible tit a mat
endowed with commn sense wilt allow a danger se tlhreatesn-
ing te stand on the very edge f a sideswalk along which mîansy

psersonts pass eachs day. Thie itown couecil or secte cfits offcials
should have suficient kinowledge te be aware of the danger, and
have tie saine remedied at once. It siould iot be Arguetd tisat
the fact of the sall iaving stood thus far, is a guarantee that it
will net fail. It is possible and very pròbable tha t iay fai or
be ilovn dowin, and ilserefore it should be reisoved at
once.

T I E Ontario Architects' Act, as passed by the Provincial
Legislaiure, does nothing ai ail t l prevent the execustion

of basd work in the construction of buildings, and althoughi it

professes to bc for the protection cf the public, the Governament
elissinated a clause in the draft of tie Act, which vas the one
practical clause for this object. Architects nay be thoroughly
qualified, and about the work of qualified men ihere need be no
question, but unhappily architects are net emsployed te carry out
or superintend one ialfcf lite buildings that are erected ; these
buildings are carried out by men wvho nust bd looked after, and
it is with this abject titat inspectors of iuildings are appointed,
and tsat plans for all buildings msust be submisitted fer tieir in-

spection before the buildings are allowed te be procceded with.
The systei of inspection, or ralier the smcans by which the
inspecter gets his firsi information about a building, siffer ma-
terially in almost every city. In scome places it is necessary te
deposit on a certain day of the sweek, prier tc the meeting ofia
comnittee, a copy Of the plans, elevations, etc., and of the spec-
ification. in others, the drawings only need be deposited ; ille
in others a regular forma must bc filled up which will give the
fullest description of the house or whatever the building'iay be,

the materials of the construction, sizes of timbers, etc. i"
Toronio there is ne system worthy of tie naine. The only thing
approaching a systemi is the permit book, wehich does look busi-
ness-like, but as te the rest of the procecdings for the "l protee-
tien of the public," the following conversation, swhich actually
took place at the Toronto City Hall when somae plans were
brought tdowsn for inspection during site past monti, will serve
te show lios the "II public " of Toronto are "protected :" Archi-
tect's Clerk-" Goed morning Mr. - !" tispector-" Good
motrning, sir i" A. C.-" Want yen te have a look at these plans,
please." Insp. (pening, out roll)-" Ols 1 Ah ! Nice job this 1
Wiiat is i te cost ?" A. C.-" About $5,eoo I suppose." Insp.
-" Wel, I suppose your boss knowvs lioe' te imake a plan ?" A.
C.-" i guess se." insp. (to his clerk)-" Guess it's all riglit ;
niake out a permit Mr. --. (IPerit masde out, plans signed
in naine of City Commissioner, building proceeded with forth-
with). The time lsas come wen we should have a systein of
inspection of plans if therc is to be any inspection at ail, and tie
very varicty ofsysteis in vogue in varinous cities shows that in-
spection is not ass easy imatter and that there isa great diference
of opinion as tc the best msetihd of procedure. Now it is
puiting a qualified architect te a great deîl of irouble when be
is obliged te submit lis drawings for inspection just as if te
were soetî ignorainus who knotws nothing whatever of building
but nevertheless iakes an attemspt at it, or as if se were no
better than the unqualified dabbles in te profession. Thei ere
smenieos cf ste namie of a fully qualifßed aritect is connsection
with plans ouglit te be a guarantee fer the proper construction
and management ofa building, and it msay be that this was the
reason why the Inspecter in the conversation above, passed the
plans without more ado. He knew tie architect was incapable
of doing anything which lie coutd peint out as swrong. But there
is a looseness in this procedure which requires correcting. A
good man's nasme mîiglt be used in eider te pass absolute death-
trps, witi whici ie had nothing to do. But civic committees
have apparently found it impossible tc draw the line, and good
and bail cust subiit te the saine tegulations. Even this is
better tian having sic regulations.

Ofall the systeiss we know actually in use, ie think there is
no better ati present devised than uait of submitling plans (for
inspection only, net for fsling) together witi a fermi of specifica-
tion, illed up in the formof questions and answers, the questions
being printed and tie answers tvritten in by the architect, this
form te s filed and used by the inspector in his visits te the
building. Wiens the drawings are taken down and left, together
with this fort, the inspecter, who it is presumted is a duly quali.
hsed person, has bis regular appointed tise for examining ail that
have been subinitted. His weork cannot be hurried, and it is far
better that it siouid be the understood thing that the answer
respecting the drawings will net be given tili the next day. In
one place we know of wlere it weas necessary te deposit tracings
of the dravings, it was the rule te leave tien at the Inspector's
office before Sve o'clock every Thursday. If a permit was re-
quired during tiat week, the Inspecter madle his examinatin on
Friday and made up bis report on ali the plans subititied for
the meeting of his coîssîsittee in the evening of the saime day.
if he reported such and such things scere aniss or net according
te the by-law, these drawings were sent back with a msemisoran-
dum te have them altered accordingly, and if the matter was a
sligit one, the Inspecter could pass them when submitted te
iims as altered any y afertewrds. If, ievser, the alierations

necessary entailed, as it mssigit in tie hands of builders' clerks,
the remsodelling of tie place, the passage oftlhe plans was thrown
back a whole week. Not in this weay, the architect who knew
his business iad no trouble ceplit hit of preparing a trscing,
swhereas tie msan teo did not know how te build soon found it
necessary that ie should cuiser learn how or give it up. Un-
doubtedly the position of Inspecter is one u iltich a disagrec-
able man cate mnake Iiimself very obnoxius. The choice of
Inspecter must always be inade with the grcatest care, and his
duties and tue limitations of his authority very clearly defiied.
He must be a man of high principle, above bribery and corrup-
tien, for twe have known a case where an architect, do what he

May, itço


