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CHAPTER I.

HE Russian nightingal e sings
tonight."

J "True lie wvil1 sing and if
you dost not hîurry, thou wilt

îîot relislî lus song. It wvill be the knout
foi- tlee as it wvas last niglit for that
nlew l)ereclovtcliik."

Tlîe first speaker lauglied uneasily and
wvent on faster wvith luis work.

"HIe will neyer give nie tlic knout for
refusing to drink gooci vodka. The niew
mnan inuust be maci."

'Vkye ! men are mîacl wlîo refuse to
obey the Governor hiere. H-e punishies
as lie pleases. Russia is far off, and nîo
cnemiy of his ever got back even as far
as Siberia for trial."

'Sonethiîig hiappetîs. Relsky was
(lrowned, and tlîat last fellow they sent
for trial conimitted suicide-Suicide !"

The man latiglued gî-imly, they luad
gî-owîi useci to grinu jokes, in the scr-
viîce of the Russian Alaskan Conmpany.

"Whly wouldn't the new peredovtcliik

"Nîow God kîîows. Sonie say lie does
not drink, but tliat caîînot be truc. He
wvas a Russian andl a soîlier. I tluink
that lie is a cunning fox, ancl lopes to
go back at the end of lus seven years. As
if the Goveriior coulcl not run hlmi up
a bill witu the Comipany whether lue
(lriks or not. Drink, say 1 ! You get
somnething for your moncy theîi, andc we
nîust ail clie liere."

"Wvhethier w.e pay the Company or iiot.
1 wisli the Comnpany would let nue mun
up a bill."

"To be paid in the copecks tlîou caru-
est?ý Thou art over easy to luold brother.
Tlîat docîge is for meni like tluis Stro-
ganioff."

"H-e is to be bloodecl toniglît is lie
not ?"

"So they say at the Fort. I Nwonder
if lie kilis better than lie drinks ?"

"He should do ; lie wvas at Eylau."
"At Eylau. W'ho might lie be then ?"
"One of Miloradovitch's :fire-caters."
"An officer under 1\'iloraclovitchi?

But they were ail nobles. VVhy cornies
hie hiere?"

"Nobles fali like other meni, only fur-
tlier."

At that moment a bugole souncled, and
the two cossacks, creoles of the type
which serveci uncler Altasoif, with thin-
lipped leathiery faces aîîd hornY lbands;
men rouigh as thle bears of IviIt. St. Elias,
snatchecl up tlîeir rifles andi doublei clown
to the beaclh. As tlîey went in the
fai liiig lighit, they blunldered over the
bouilers witlî whiclî Sitka's beachi xas
strewn, andc growlecl at every stumible.

At the water's edge tiiere were tlîirty
more lik-e thîern, ail arnîed, ail grinmly
serviceable meni, busy for the miost part
packing or latiiicliing thc long canocs in
wlîich they travelled and ail quick in
obeclience to a littie l)ectle browned nian
in sheepskins. Lawless thiey niiighit bc,
but tlîis mnan liad tauuhlt theni to obcy.

MVlen tlîe canoes were ready for the
launching, the manî iii sheepskins calleci
for onîe Yakslieen Aîîadirsky.

A cossack of pure Russiaîî blood, with
Oiogantic shoulders, and grey moustaches
which stooci out at riglît angles to his
fierce face, stepped up aîid shouted:

"Thoni lnowvest the xvay Yakcslieeni ?"
"I know it Excellence."
"Anci unclerstaîîdest wvhat thon hast to

do ?"

"Exactly Excellence."
"The Slîaman Slîakmut and the Ka-

lushes of bis tribe, hiave as thon knowest
refused to find huiters for the Company.
Tliat is rebellion against J-oly Mother
Russia, wlho lias careci foi- tlîcnî so ten-


