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our observation enables us to judge, it is not
inferior in this respect to anything of the kind
ever got up in Canada, while it is certainly
much handsomer than some volumes which
have been issued with far greater flourish of
trumpets. The paper is the best obtainable.
The illustrations and the careful press-work
speak for themselves. The binder has certainly
done his part well. And it is hoped that
the tasteful setting of the advertisements will
not be without its meed of appreciation. The
information contained in the letter-press is in
all cases derived from the beast available
sources, and no effort has been spared to
present it clearly and with acocuracy.

A sghort historical sketch of the country
leadsup to descriptions of the two great Cana-
dian ocities, Montreal and Toronto, their ori-
gin, progress and present characteristics.
Halifax, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Victoria and
Vanoouver are also briefly described. As
good banking has much to do with the com-
mercial prosperity of a country, some space
is given to a review, mach condensed, it is
true, of the features and working of the
admirable banking system of Canada. This
is mainly derived from papers by the two men
best qualified to illustrate the subject. Some
pains have been taken, also, to describe the
loan societies, which play so important a part
in the business of the country. The subject
of insuranoce receives a good deal of attention,
as it should. Indemnity, whether fire, life or
aocident, is by no means neglected by Cana-
dians, compared with other matters of a like
character.

Some half-dozen leading lines of manufac-
ture are dealt with, prefaced by a short paper
on the circumstances which led to the intro-
duction of the National Policy. Iron and
steel manufacture; iron shipbuilding; the
milling industry ; leather and shoes; furni-
ture-making, have each received a good deal
of attention. In the articles upon the manu-
facture of cottons and woollens, a feature is
the list of leading establishments in the
Dominion, their capacity and date of found-
ing.

Not the least interesting feature of the
volume to many will be found to be the plan
pursued in treating the wholesale interests,
. such as dry goods, groceries, hardware. The
development of these in recent years is shown
not by a comparison of dry figures, but by
contrasts of old times and methods with new,
by reminiscences of ““ old times on the road,”
when railways were not and when the ma-
chinery of commerce was much rader than
now. The telegraph system of Canada is also
described, and a page is- devoted to the origin
of letters patent of invention, in connection
with the statas of patents in Canada. Asa
compend of facts, figures and incidents the
book is valuable ; and a marked attraction to
some will be found in its two dozen admirable
full-page or half.page illustrations of publio
ot commercial buildings.

DECISIONS IN COMMERCIAL LAW.

JoNES V. MERIONETHSHIRE PERMANENT BENE-
FIT BuiLpiNe Sociery.—The secretary of a
building society who had made default, and
was threatened by the society with a prosecu-
tion for embezzlement, applied for assistance
to the plaintiffs, and they gave a written un-
dertaking to the society to make good the
greater part of the debt due from the secre-
tary, the express consideration being the for.
bearance of the society to sue the secretary
for the amount for which the plaintiffs made
themselves responsible, and in pursuance of

that undertaking they gave two promigu')ry
notes to the society. The plaintiffe, in giving
the undertaking, were actuated by the desire
to prevent the prosecution, and this was know.n
to the directors of the society. Held, shat it
was an implied term of the agreement that
there should be no prosecution, that the agree-
ment was founded on an illegal consideration,
and void, and that the promissory notes ought
to be set aside.

Wairewoon CHEMICAL CoMPANY V. HARDMAR.
- The manager of a manufacturing company
agreed to give, during a specified term, * the
whole of his time to the company’s business.”
Held, that (whatever other remedies the com-
pany might have) in the absence of any nega-
tive stipulation in that behalf, they were not
entitled to an injunction %o restrain the
manager from giving, during the term, part
of his time to a rival company.

Axaus v. CLirrorp.—If a person who makes
a false statement ensertains a bona fide belief
that the statement is true, an action of deceit
ocannot be maintained against him on the
ground that he founded his belief carelessly, or
on insufficient reasons. If he had formed no
belief whether the statement was true or false,
and made it recklessly without caring{whether
it was trne or false, an action of deceit will be
against him. But not so if he carelessly made
the statement without appreciating the im-
portance and significance of the words used,
unless indifference to their truth is proved.

The directors of a company for purchasing
and working & mine igsued a prospectus con-
taining a statement that the reports of certain
engineers therein mentioned were ‘ prepared
for the directors.” The reports were ap-
pended to the prospectus, and gave a very
favorable acoount of the mine. The reports
were, in fact, prepared for the vendors of the
mine with a view to the formation of the com-
pany, but there was no evidence that they
were incorrect or exaggerated. The plaintiff
took shares in the company on the faith of the
prospectus, and the shares having greatly
fallen in valae, he brought an action of deceit
against the directors, claiming damages. The
court held, on the evidence, that the directors
had no intention to deceive, and used the
expression * prepared for the direotors,” cer-
tainly not thinking it important, and without
considering the true effect of the words, and
that the plaintiff could not maintain an action
of deceit against the directors for the misre-
presentation.’

LEGAL NOTES.

DeLivery oF TeLEGraAPE MEssAGE.—In order
to sustain an action for damages for failare to
deliver a telegram, it must be shown that a
contract, actual or implied, existed between
the sender of the message and the ocompany.
Where & man writes a message on a leaf of his
note-book, tears the leaf out and sends it by a
messenger to the telegraph office, without pay-
ing or offering to pay or agreeing to become
responsible for the oharges for sending it, no
contract exists between the parties, and no
recovery can be had against the company for
tailure to deli ver.—Western Union Telegraph
Company v. Lindell, Supreme Court of Mis-
sissippi, 8 South. Rep. 510.

LisrLiTy oF SuRETIRS ON BuiLpine CoNTRACT.
—The liability of & surety on & coniractor’s
bond ie not affacted by alterations in the plans,
where the original contract provides that the
owner may make such slterations as they de-
gire, the same to be agreed upon in writing.

Nor is his liability affected by the allowance
to the oontractor of extra compensation for
work called for by the plans and specifications,
but omitted from the original bid. While any
material change in the relation of the parties
from that contemplated when the bond was
executed would, without full notice to the
surety, invalidate the bond, changes of minor
detail will not have this effect.—Moore v.
Fountain, Supreme Court of Mississippi, 8
South. Rep. 509.

LiApiLITY OF MERCHANT FOR WRAPS OF
Customers.—Where the nature of a business
conducted by & merchant is such that his
castomers, in purchasing, lay aside their
wraps or garments in order to try them on,
and he provides all the facilities to induce
them 0 do 8o, he will be held responsible for
the safety of the wraps or garments so laid
agide, unless he notifies them that they are
laid aside at their own risk, or provides a
proper and safe place for them to be deposited
in.—Bunnell v. Stern, Court of Appeals of
New York.

LiABILITY FOR BREARAGE OF Goops.—Where
goods are packed and shipped by the seller,
who pays the freight for delivery to the buyer,
a oontract is implied to deliver the goods
ordered to the latter at the place of their
receipt by him, and the buyer is not liable to
the seller for payment for goods broken in
transit. The notice on the bill-heads that
there will be “no allowance for breakage
does not change this rale.—Murray v. J. J.
Nichols’ Manufacturing Company, City Court
of New York.

MONTREAL PAVEMENTS.

—The Road Committee of the Montreal
City Counoil will need to straighten their back-
bones and stiffen their upper lips when they
ask the people’s representatives to grant them
$1,140,389 for paving in that city next year,
and $80,000 for sidewalks. This is the sum
($1,140,339), the ocity engineer and his assist.
ants consider will be needed. In the central
seotion of the city $68,950 is proposed to be ex-
pended in laying granite blocks on Jaoques
Cartier Square from Commissioner’s street to
Notre Dame, and the same from Custom
House Square to 8t. Peter street on Commis.
sioner’s street. Asphalt is to be laid on parts
of 8t. Peter, Vandreuil, and Champ de Mars
streets, on Viotoria Square and on Fortifica-
tion Lane ; and Custom House 8quare, too, is
to be asphalted. In the east, there is & con-
siderable variety of paving material proposed.
No less than $102,000 is put down for asphalt-
ing Sherbrooke street from Union Avenue to
Ambherst street, and $87,000 for Ontario street.
Then 8t. Lawrence Main street is to be paved
with ‘“ wood and granite,”” in what shape or
what proportions we are not told, perhaps wood
blocks with granite curbing. The west section
of the city is to have nearly as much spent on
its paving as the other two sections together.
its share being $495,893. Among the sireets
to be asphalted are Notre Dame, Metoalfe,
Cathedral, Dorchester, Osborne, Donegaui,
and Union Avenue, Chaboillez Square, too.
8t. Catherine is to have wood blocks, but Wel-
lington, Albert, and MoCord streets will re-
joice in noisy but durable granite blocks.
Montreal's citizens are to be congratulated on
their prospects in this regard.

—The Steel Barge company, of West Supe-
rior, Wis., is already outlining plans for em-
ploying the steel whalebacks on the Mississippi
river. The river oities and individaal inter-
eats, looking to a betterment of ocean and river

commeroe, are co-operating to that end.




