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:She paused ; and, looking up, saw madame’s eyes-
fixed on her with a glance of intense.interest.—
She.smd abruply : T ‘
2 Kate, were.you ever tn love ? ,
. ¢ Y-e-es, answered Kate, very hesitatingly. .
»7¢1 thouglt, continued madame, ¢ there must,
"be something -of that kind. * Girls of your age
don’t become thin and pale, and require chaoge
"of air, for nothing, and read Romeo and Juliet
with such heartfelt enthusiasm. - Do tell me;
has anything gone wrong in the affair? And
by degrees she drew from Kaie a coofession of
tbe whole.. ¢ With us,’ said madame, ¢such
things seldom occur.. We are engaged to each
-other without; :1 may say, almest any previous
xnowledge one of the other. . You see I am
talking of myselfas a Frenchwoman ; for indeed
T have been so long out of England, that I some-
times forget I ever was there. If the gentle-
man’s and lady’s {ortunes answer, that 1s about
all of it. My sister-in-faw was taken home from
-gchoo} one day, and told, to ber great joy, that
-shz was to go to a ball that might. While
-dressing her nurse whispered to her that she
xnew sae was to meet that evening the gentle-
.man to whom she was to be married. Louse
-went to the ball, and danced with several gentle-
-men. Tn the course of the evening she asked
-her mother to tell her to which of these gentle-
anen she was to be married. ¢ Be silent, [ochish
child ; 1t does not malter to you, was her mo-
ther’s respouse. I koow another girl, whose
-trousseaw I was mspecting ; I said to her that
her cashmeres were most beautiful—quite ex-
qusite. I then inquired as to how she hked her
futur; ¢1 bave oot yet seen bim.’ Of course
there are such things as marages d"anclination ;
but they are rare. In Fraoce gurls marry as
they are desired, just as, whes children, they
obey any other injunction.

¢ ‘Thack God,’ replied Kate, ¢ ours is more a
Jand of }iberty. T am in hopes, by waiting pa-
tieotly, that I may induce my parents to change
their determpation ; but mamma’s 1deas uafor-
tucately are that one’s fortune must count by
thousands nstead of hucdreds a year; she can-
-nol understand happiness wilhout a certain estab-
lishment. I wish, dear madame, you could only
see’bim; 1 am sure you would sympathise with
me.

¢ Judeed, my dear child, I do most sincerely,’
apswered madame. ¢ Will you come to me soon
agaw, and spead a long tine with ine ! and, who
koows, some one might come with you, whom [
should iike to koow very much. Tell a certawn
gentleman, wheoever he i1s fortunate enough to
secure you, that you have a great friend dymg
o see bim.

Atlength, to the regret of all, the day ar-
tived which bad been fixed for the departure of
the Ashwoods. Kate and Faony had become so
inuch attached to their new friead that they were
very sorry Lo leave her. Ho #ever, their mo-
ther,was becoming very impatient for their re-
turn ; they had been away from bome a long
time.

Charles, on his return to Warreostown, tried
to persuade bis mother to look favorably on
Fitz-James, aod thereby induce his father to do
so toe ; for Mr. Ashwood bad a great respect
for his wile’s opinion on every subject. He
urged her by her affection for her daughter, the
‘bonor of the famiy, ontraged, be considered, by
the breach of promise—all in vam. Hz then
resolved to face his father beldly, and represent
the case to bim in the light in which he viewed
it. This was a bard task for Charles, as he
stood in much awe of s respected father ; but
his affection ter Kate was very stcong, and he
determined to fight tor her as fong as there was
the slightest hope of success. He argued the
natter with s father for several hours, and bot
words passed belween them ; but he found bis
exertions useless, and worse than useless, for he
only vexed both bis parents by these representa-
tious. He told ISate, with deep feelings of re-
gret, that at any rale for the present the subject
must be dropped. He was much anooyed by
the reflection that his words bad =o hittle weight
with the elder members of lus famly; he was
pained by the coaosideration of what lus sister

-was suflering ; besides which be had concerved a
-igh respect for Futz-James, and a deep affec-
tion and regard for mm. He resolved to absent
himself from hoine for a period, and determined
-i0 go over to Ireland to pay Fiutz-James a
“Fistl
CHAPTER 1V.

% Lady Mucbelh. We fail ?
But serew your courage to the sticking-place,
Acd wa'll not fail. When Duncan ia aslesp
(Whereto the rather shall his bard days journey
Soundly iavite bim) his two chamberlaing
Will [ with wice saod waaegail 8o convince,
That memory, the warder of the brain,

.Shall be a fume, and tie receipt of roason

A limbook only. When, in swisish sleep,

“Their drencked natures lie a3 in & death.

“What cannot you aad I perform upon

The ungnsrded Duncsao ? what not put upon

His spongyr officera, who shall bear the guilt

‘Of our great quell ?” ) Mucbeth.

‘Now new sceces open to our view. The pre-
vious part of our story introduced us to English

- and Freach domestic life. Our tale changes
somewhat its character, and we take a little trip
to Ireland.

Ia a dirty ill-ventilated cabin a party were as-
sembled round the fire: a jug of whiskey, or,
.more properly speaking, the illicit poteer, stood
.on the table. The evening was chilly; and a
‘bright blaze, produced by turf, showed a motley
_group. The house, or indeed hovel, was scant
of furnitare. A wretched bed wasin one cor-
.ner ; a table in the middle of the room, on which
-were latd the tumblers of those ot the company
-who bad exhausted thew share of the hurtful
Jdiqud. A few old stools were scattered here
.and there. Some pictures bung on the walls—
.one of Blessed Virgin and Child, another of St.
-Patrick ; and almost side by side with these
-were some coarse-looking daubs.

‘Six men were engaged. in earnest conversation.
They were dirty and uncouth ; their countenances

were fierce and wild, ' ‘

. ¢ Can’t you whist ?’ said the oldest of them.
-¢Yees don’t know who may be listenin’ ; shure
yees can’t  trist yer shadows nowadays; yees
~an’t dipind on any oue.’

i countory.

4 Now DIl tell youwhat, -quoth the other,
sickiog Iis voice: * we are ground down, op-
pressed, tyrannised over by the landlords of the
Thiogs: will niver be right tll we
have thim right afeerd of us ;> and here be laugh-
ed at'his owa fun. .. 7

¢ We'll give 'em 2 lesson they’ll not forget ia
a hurry. [faith, T believe they are pretty weil
afeerd of us already,’ rejomed the first speaker.
¢ Look at Misther Wilcox there; look at the
state of terror be is 10 ; he darn’t quit his hall-
door without the police. I call that fear.—
Shure he does be thrembling in every limb.—
.When “he gits out of the carriage be looks on
every side of him, jist to see if there be a friendly
bullet waiting for bim. There’s poor Tom Fla-
berty goin’ to be put out; and what for7 list
because, indeed, Misther Wilcox wants to.en-
close the land. I met poor Tom to-day, just at
the boreer by the bog ; and sis I, ¢ Tom, bow is
all withyou? " ¢ Bad enough,’ sis he; ¢shure I
bave six little ones within, and my wife jo the
stbraw, and not a bit to put into their mouths,
and we all served with notice to quit on Monday
next.! ¢ Tom,’ sis I, ¢ did you pay the rint? —
“ Yis,’ sis be ; ¢ though I bad to sell the bed from
under us. I paid four pund, the year’s rnf, the
last riot-day ; and to think of the place where
my father before me lived, to be taken from us
that way.) ¢Did ye spake to the gentleman
about 1t? ¢To be shure; sis Tom; ¢ but he
won’t histen to raison. He wants a new planla-
tron there, and so out we must ge.” I went on
to the poor craythur’s place; and there indeed,
shure enough, was Mrs. Flaherty lying on a few
wisps of straw, with the little craytbur asleep in
her arms, and the five other playm’ on the floor.
They bad bardly a rag on ’em, nor a bit to put
in their mouths. So I sint the eldest girl down
to Mary at bome, and tould her to git as many
praties as she could. The poor cinlder! they
Jumped agin when they heard of somethin’ 1o
eat. Poor hitle Tommy now was blue,and yees
con see the bones stickin® of s skin. Shure
you know it is a shamne o bave things this way.
¢ Well, Tom,” sis I, ‘come down to ns to-might,
and well talk the matter over. DMaybe 1t is
the boys as’ll do you a good turn yet; just
join us, and we’l do it for ye. Square Wileox
desarves you know what ; and plase God we wil
have justice done yet. 1’ll tell you what,it1sa
murther not to shoot bim ; that is, 1f be don’t be-
have himself, He most have fair play; we'll
give htm warmn’. ¢ Bat, sis Tom, *1 would
not ike to git a daciot man banged for doin’ a
good neighborly act.” ¢ Niver fear,) sis I; ¢ we
takes care of oursilves, my boy ; we makes our
preparations first. Have some spirit in ye, and
don’t be afeerd.’’

Here they were interrupted by the appearance
of Fiakerty, Coonan, and Murogue, ail tenaats
of Mr, Wilcox.

(To be conlinued.)

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

It is with fealings of the deepest regret—regret
which will be shared in by all who had the pleasure
of his acquaintance, but by noce more than his de-
voted parishionera —we bave to announce the de-
mige of the Rev. William Bric, P.P., Ballylongford,
county Kerry, which took place on Wednesday eve-
ping, Dec. Tth. For upwards of seven years he
labored with untiring zeal and solicitude for the
apiritual imierests of those over whom he was placed,
and the deep and wide-spread sorrow now felt at his
death sufficiently attesta the love and affaction in
which he was held by his parishioners. By his
death the people of Ballylongford have to mourn the
loeg of a true friend, & wise concsellor, and a good
pastor.

Tae Cosvinenos or Imisx Meuneas.—At o Coz”
ferance of [rish Membera of Par jument heid on the
5th and Gib December, in the City Hall, Dublio, the
followiog resolutiops were uaoenimously adopted.
Colone! Grevitlla presided, and Mr. T, Kenoedy and
Alderman J. B Dillon ected ag secreiaries. The
following members attended :—

Sir James Power, Wexford; Sir P O'Brien, King's
Qounty; 8ir Joha Gray, Kilkenny City; Tbe
O'Donoghue, Tralee; Oolonel Greville, Longford
Couunty ; J B Dillon, Tipperary County ; T Kennedy,
Cuunty Louth; George Bryan, Kilkenny County ; M
Corbally, Meath Qounty ; G Barry, Cork County; P
Urqubart, Westmenth; Charles Boore, Tipperary
Couaty : M O'Reilly, Loogford County ; E J Sypan,
Limerick County; §J F Mapuire, Cork City; J A
Blake, Waterford Qity; J Bagweli, Cloomel; R
Armstrong, Sligo; R Devereux, Wexford Borough;
O Stack, Oarlow; J O'Reardan, Athlone; and W
Whitworth, Drogheda.

1. That recognising the primary importance of the
lacd queation, we request the following gentlemen to
undertake to fzame & bill embodying the best prac.
tical measure of justice on the subjeci—providing
adequate commpensation for all tenants’ improvements,
and to encourage the granting of leases by such
means as in the judgmen: of the committee may be
thought dezirable and practicable—with a view to
submit it to a genoral meeting of lrish members on
the eariieat day of the approaching sesziva of parlia-
ment~tho bill wiien approved to be introduced, and
the suppott of the governmant claimed,for it i3 es.
sential to their acquiring the confidence of the Irish
peoplo : —Mr Maguite, Mr Corbally, Ths O Douo
ghue, Mr Bryan, Mr Keanedy, Mr Syoan, Mr Dillon.
2, That, as we cousider the settlement of the laud
question of paramount sad pressing importasce to
the welfure of the country, we carnestly vecommend
ull classes of our ecouutrymea to combine aand con-
centrate their influence for the speedy attainment of
this object.

3. That the appropriation of the ecclesiasiical re-

venues of this kingdom to the suppor: of the charch
of a small minority of the population is an_injustice
— i3 opposed to the principle of religious equality —
and is au intolerable grievance which should bo ter-
minated, and that it i3 the duty of the government
to give its most energe‘ic aid to secure the just and
prompt settlement of this question.
4. That,in the oninion of this conference, the secse
of parlisment on the church guestion ought to be
taken on an carly day during the coming session,
and thet we pledge ourselves to take measures to
have 1his done.

5. That whilst we recognise the willingness shown
by the Government to meet the just claims of the
Roman Oatholics on the subjsct of University educa-
tion, and have learned with pleasure that negotia-
tions on the subjsct are pending, we feel it a duty to
express onr eonviction thit no arrangement will 8a-
tisfy the :laim of justice which does not put the Ca-
thoiic University on a fooling of perfect equality in
all reanects with the otber colleges.

G. That, inasmuch as the present sfatem o“primary
education in Ireland bas been. condemued by the ec-
clesiastical authoritica of both churches, and: seeing
the necessity of combining secalar with religions ia-
straction, and that tho Denomiaational system pre-
vailg in G eat Britein and tbroughout the colonies,

aud vicwing the practical working of the Natioun!

system; we pledge ourselves to advooato the exten-
sion of the Denominationsl system ' to this counicy,
with such financisl modifications of the British plan
ag the pecaliar circumstances of the country may
render necesaary, : )

7. That pending the leglalative settlement of the
educstion’ question, -the denominationsl system
should he at once adopted in the exieting model
training schools, and that suck altsration should be
made in' the present rules applicable to the ordinary
schools a3 will effsotusally prevent all denger of pro-
selytism, or.of any child receiving any rejigious in-
struction save in the creed of hi3 parents. -

8. That in the opinion of this confersnce a bill
ought to be brought in early in the session, contain-
ing provisions that one uniform osth or declarauon
be adopied for all members of the legialature aod all
office-holders, which all classes of her Majesty'a sub-
jects may be required to take or make without giving
offence to any class of their fellow-subjects, and
withoat curtailing, or seeming to curtsil, tbe present
action of any person who may take or make it either
in his capacity as a legislator or as a citizen.

9. That it is the daty of the goverament to consi-
der the peculiar circumstances of thigs country,
which does not, like England and Scotland, possess
the advantages of & powerful middle class and fully
developed manafacturing and commercial resources,
and which, moreover, is exhausted by an enormous
annusl draio in the shape of absentee rents, and the
expenditure of & large portion of our public revenas
ia England, and to assiat, by wise and fostering le-
gislation, in developing the wealth of the couniry,
and the industry and eaterprise of its people ; and
that with this view the development of the fisheries,
the improvement of the harbors of the country, the
extension of arterial draionge, and the promotion of
other productive improvements, require the attention
of the Government und the sssistance of Parliament.

10+ That this Conference recogrise the necessity
of a chunge in the Graod Jury Laws of Ireland, and
that Mr. Bagwell, Mr. Maguire, and Mr. Blake bs
requested to prepare a bill for this object, to be sub-
mitred to the pext meeting of the Conference.

11, That we have observed with anxiety, not quita
free from alarm, the rapid spread of the cattle plague
in Eogland, and, underetanding that the Irish Exe-
cutive has uader it8 consideraiion the adoprion of
measures to prevent its spread to this country, we
feel it right not to separate without expressing our
approval of the prompt action slresdy taken by the
egecutive, and our willinguess to support any well-
advised mensures the executive may deem it neoces-
sary o take for vhe farther protection to the agri-
cultural interest of ting kingdom.

12. That amongst the means of developing the in-
dustrial resources ot Ireland, we conaider the reform
of the Irish system of railwsys, one of the most pro-
minent, and wa shall willingly support any adequate
measure upon that subject brought in upon the re-
sponsibility of the government and suitable to the
circumstences of the country,

18. That inasmuch a3 the ¢ advance’ section of tks
Eoglish Liberal party largelg share our politienl
views and sympsthise with our efforts, we nre anx.
ious to co-operate with them in anything calculated
to advance our common interests, acd hope for their
m3sistance in the promotion of messures beneficial to
Ireland.

14 That while cordially recognising and warmly
advocating the justice and expsdiency of extending
the franchiss, we must expresa our coaviction that
any measure of reform applied to Ireland should be
sccompanied with the eafeguards unecessary for the
security of the votes,

[Weo understand that the name of Mr J Pim, M P,
was added to the commitiee appointed in reference
to the land question, bus ag that gentleman was a0t
pregent at the conference,ana as the sscretaries Jave
not had ao opporwunity of seeing Mr Pim on the sub-
ject, his narae does not appear for the present oa the
list of the gommittes nominated by the first resolu-
tion. —Ed.  Freeman's Jouraal

Tug Irise MeEMBERS AND THE LIBERAL PARTY.—
The ZTwunes says that the resolutions passed unani.
mously by the twenty-Sve Irish members who met in
the City Hall, Dublin, lnst week, deserve a respeciful
bearing.

Of the Land Question the Times says :—

Believing that at the bottom ot the tenant-right
question there lies an elemer tary defect in the socinl
system of Ireiand, an enormous excess of would-be
farmers ag compared with the number of arms, indvi-
tably placing the 1easnt at the mercy of his landlord,
but aggravated by customary agreements between
outgoing and incoming tenants, equally ruicous to
themselves and to the proprietor, we almost despair
of a Parlivmentary specific for so deep-scated an
evil. On the athber hand, we admit with pleasure
that great ruthorities are uf a contrary opinion, and
we may Bafely predict that if & considerable majority
of [righ membere caa be persuaded toagres among
themselv 23 upon & legislative compromise, no Eng.
lish prejudices wiil be aliowed to stand in the wag.

Ot the Church Question the Times Baya:—

A3 to * the approprintion of the ecclesiastical re-
venues of this kingdom to the support of the Church
of & small minority,’ there is in one sense more, and
in another sense less, hope of effecting an amicable
gettlement. The question is in itse:f aimple, and
there are probably tew who would deny that sauch a
Church Establishment, if now erecled for the first
time, would be, in the languaga ot the third Resolu.
tion, fan iojustice, opposed to the principle of reli-
gious equality, and an intolerable grievance.” To
admit this is one thing, but to confiscate tSe reve-
pues of this Church, either for secular purposes or
for tbe endowment of & rival Church, is evidently
another and very different thing. Happily, there is
a third alternative besides iho maintenance of things
a3 they are, and the abolition of the Protestant Es-
tablishment—viz., the appropriation of an annual
sum out of the Consolidated Fund to the paymeat of
the priests, who have certainly merited by their re.
cent conduct an increased degree of public coufi.
dence.

Of the Bducation Question the Times says:—

Again, tbe educatiopal coatroversy, whether in
regard 0 a national University, to primary schools,
or ty training schools, is by uo mesns incapabie of
being termivated by state:marnlike counsels. The
cardinsl principle of State education in Ireland ia
justice to eall denominations; the mixed syatem i3
after all, but a meaas to an end. The advsutuge of
bringiog together children and youths of various ru.
ligious persuasions into one class-room i so great,
and the experimeat has anawered 8o well wherever
it has had a fair trial, a3 fully to justify the Goy-
erutment in adhering to it firmly, but we are not
prep red to Bey that no modificalions of it should be
tolerated. [t may be that sectarian animosity is aiill
too rife in Trelaod, and the clerical jealousy of secn-
lar education too formidable, to make it possible to
carry out completely what we still believe to be the
bess possible plan of education for a country in the
position of Ireland.

‘Tae Times says: —The Romano Catholic Ouatna Bill,
which i3 the subject of the 8th Resolution, touches a
point of honor rather than of practical interest, and
is unlikely to encounter again any serious opposition,
even in lhe House of Lords.

Tae [risx NATIONAL LRAGUE AND THE REPEAL oF
T8 UnioN.~At a weekly mesung of the League
held in the rooms of the Association, D’Otier-street,
Dublin, Mr, John Martin, the Chairmean said ; —
Whenever England is drawn ioto war with the Uaited
Btates, or with Fraace, this conatry will, assuredly,
be made a battle field, unless tbe national guesiion
between us and the English be first settled. Repeal
of the Union would avert guch a calamity from our
ghores, and notbing else can avertit. All the dis
affection that provails in Ireland, nll the bostile de-
signs of the Feviaog in A maerics, would immediately
cease if this conatry obtained its self-government.
It is not coustitational changes, it is not ravolution-

ary anarehy, that aay coaciderable number of the

Trish degita—it is aimply and solely self-government.

The doctrine put forth - by the Leagus would be at
once accepted by all Irish nationalists; but for the
fired opinion amoog many that.the Englisk are 90
greedily tenacious of the tribute which the Union-
epables them to exact from Ireland, that they never
will consent to give it up by allowidg us our own
independent parlisment. Now, we of the Lesgre
hold that a anion of all [rish nationaliats for Repesl,
and a steady persistence in that demand, would
obtain Repeal. Ifall Irishmen at homa, wbo in their
hearts desire self government, would publicly say 8o,
and woald peacesbly confederate to make their desire
prevail ; and,if the Irieh of the Colopies aad of tha
United States, Fenians and all othersa who wish that
Ireland should be for the I[rish, would opeuly and
peaceably declare thew sympatby with uaat homs,
then Isay Eagland could cot loog refuse ourdemand

English statesmen would consider that in the great
chsnge of their nationsl situation which has been
brought about by the free trade system, the tribuie
of men and money drawn from ocur country by the
so called Union is rot ap equivalent for the dappgers
to which their Irish dependency exposes them. They
would be content to let us manage our owa affairs
and possess our own country, while retaicing the
Quesn for our Soveregn. We want nothing —no-
tbing—from them, only to be let alone, We covet
nothing of theics: buv we will never be content to
remain tbeir subjects, nor be content to let them
possess our country and take our revenues for their
purposes. And simple Repeal would give usour
own country, acd givé us res! selt-government; and
it would end onr sectarisn feuds by ending the in-
justice that causes them; end the war of landlord
aod tenant, by making both parties Irish citizens;
end our poverty scd idleness by giving us our own
capitsl and oar own property to employ it npon, It
would end our misery und shame, and begin our
prosperity and bappiness. Let us of the Laague but
persevere~modestly and firmly ; and, please God,
before long, we shall zee the majority of our country-
men at home and wbroad, confederate for the restor-
ation of our national right, of our own free constitu-
tion of the Queen, Lords, and Commons of Ireland.

IRELAND, PAST AND PRESBNT.

To the Editor of the Weel!y Regisier.

Sir,—~Availing myseif of the late fine autuma, [
visited Ireland, not only to atiest to the great suc
cess of the Iriah Exhibition, which would have dore
credit to etther London or Paris, but also to judge
wyself if any improvoment had resulted to the people
and couniry, since 1 made a general tour through
{reland in tbe year 1845. Ia substance from what I
have geen I found the country greatly improved, not
ouly the pecple personally, but their cabins, farrms,
stock, towns and public bnildings; religion in all
itg phases, includiug numerous new churches and
religious houses and charitable institutioes; both
tcade, commerce, and in sl departments of life, im-
provement was coaspicuous. The powerful delusion
of Fenianiam huving no hold on the body cf the peo-
ple, will only feebly retard the general improvement,
and like maoy of it predecessors, the secret socie-
ties of the last 40 years, will only be remembsred &3
having existed in the great Exhibition year of 1863,
familiarly cailed ! the money year, from the number
of visitors and the high price of all kinds of stock.~
To confirm what I have written I will make a few
extracts from the Registrar General's returns publish.
ed August 12, 1863,

Under the head of Agriculture I find Ireland
contains 20 miltioas of acres of land, of which eix
millions only are under crops, that 13 cearly 1 acre
1or each inhabitant, In 1864 there wasan increase
of 10,000 acres of land under crops, the cereals have
failen off 120.000 acres, bub the meadows had ic-
creazed 50,000 acres, and the cultivation of ffix had
slao increased 90,000 acres. In 18635, on the 5th of
hhere was & decrease of 50,000 in the growib of Aug,,

aX.

Caltle.—On the 15th August, 1865, the cattle of
Irelapd had increased since latt year 240,152 ; sheep
by 316,502 ; pigs by 241,321.

Population,—The last 20 years, including the pe-
riod of the famine, fever and exodus, Ireland, in-
stead of progressicg to ten millions of population as
it ought to have cone, 13 reduced to six millions.—
In 1861 the population was of—Roman GCatholics,
4,490,000; Proteatants, 675,661 ; Dissenters, Jews,
&c, 536,263; Tojnl 5,755,224

Ha!f a million of cabins or hovels have now given
place to 100,000 good houses. :

In 1841 the persons who couid neither read or
write were 53 per cent,, in 1861 it was 39 per cent.

The number of persons who in 184L spoke the
Irish language were one and a-half million—ie 1861
they ecarcely exceeded ore million—an Irish litera-
rature gcarcely now exigts, It admita of no doubt
that the Gaelic, the oldest of the European lan~
guages, descended {rom the Ssnscrit, is withering
nway in Ireland. Scotland, and the Isle of Maa.—
Wales cnly mukes a jealous effort to preserve it.

Pauperism.—~Io 1851 there were in “he Poor-houses,
249877, in 1861 50,000.

Relg on.~For the four anda-half millions of
Roman Oatholics thers are 3,000 Priests, or one for
1,500 souls.

For 678,661 Protestants there are 2,265 clergy-
men, being 1 clergyman for every 295 in congrega-
tion, and the 12 Protestant Bishops,giving 56,515
to each diocese.

In 191 parishes in Ireland there are no Protestants.

In 1,340 parishea there are fewer than 100 Pro-
testients in them. In the Couaty of Olare only 2
persons in the 100 are Protestants. 20 per ceat, in
the province of Ulster. 9 per cent. of Presbyterians,
and 10 per cent. Protestants throughout the country.

wovernment Appuintment. — Lot us take one county
—only—out of 212 appointmeats in the county and
borough of Sligo only 19 are beid by Reman Catho.
lice, nlthough 123,019 of the population sre Qatho-
lic—whilst the Proteatants numbering oaly 13,707,
enjoy 193 appointments. Of the 18 officials situa.
tions held by Catholics, not one is otherwise than
bonorary, 17 of the office holders beiog unpaid ma-
gistretes, 2 members of s public Board—out of 112
magigtrates 95 are Protestants. This state of things
is by no meaus peculiar 10 tke county of Bligo. In
fact at the present momeunt the administration of
Public afuirs in Ireland is with a fow exceptions as
much in the handsof the Proteatauls us before Ca-
tholic emaacipation—and Protestunt aaccndancy is
hardly {egs the rule in every department of the pub-
lic service now, than it was av any period of Eng-
lish History.

A Reapsr,

Leamington Nov. 30, 1865.

Tae Honr roR StermEN3.— A correspondent writ-
ing from Drogheda on Tuesday says :--There are
sirong reasooa for believing Lthat James Stephens i
atill on Irish soit. No sensible person would doubt
this who had the opportunity of frequently passivg
through the rural districts, and entering into con-
veriation with young men f the peasant class, who
are evidently connected with the Fenian Society,
and who assert that Stephens, even at Lhe risk of his
lif:, muse remaic in Ireland, a3 tbe Head Centre of
this country. When agked a few days ago how it
wab that Siephens would be 8o foolish as to remain
here, knowing that £1,000 was offered for his appre-
hension, and that should he be again takeu all
chance of escape might be given up for ever,a shrewd
couotry lad remarked, * Would you want a general
to leave his army? Stephens is sworn to remain
with his men.’ Others argue that should the Head
Centre fiy from the country, he would be considered
ng baving abdicated, and that no Fenian, afier such
a oircumstance would occar, was for & moment
brucd to the oath he had taken. Thereia & strong
belief entertained in mapy remote districts that
Jumes Siephecs is not only secretly located in this
country, but that he contioues to issue despatches,
feom time to timo, through the country tothe A's and
B'a. Another significent fact connected with Fe-

ninnism ig the_great eymoniby evinced for each pri-

s‘o_nar who receives his sentence in Dublin, and for
thosa who are io p:ison, It is confidently believed
tha' subscrivtions are being collected throughong
different districts of tho country for the support of
the wives and familiea of all who are or may be ar.
rested for Fenianism, who are cot provident snough
o afford the means of sustenaace to themselves, and
that even respectable’ farmers are ooecced to con.
tribute to the fund. - I merely give the tone of sentj.
ment aod the feeling which pervades in the provinees
which i3 too distant not to be observed by parties in
the habit of travelliug amongst the people in the
country districts, ~ Dublin Nution.

Tae Hscara or SreprsNs.—The Dublin Evening
Meil of the 8th i1st. contained tbe following ~

It ia now all but geoerally believed that the event
wag pot 80 much an eecape as a release. In proof of
this, circumstancea are mentioned which, if true, wil]
undoubtediy lead to soms proceeding in the Houge of
Commouns on the part of a8 member who has alread
h=1d the office of public prosecutor in [reland, agd
who has manifested a lively isterest in the condugt
of the case by the Grown. Should this proceeding
be taken, the learned gontlemsn to whom we alluds
may meks gome gtartiing revelations as to the cop-
nection of the Pheenix conapiracy in Qork and Kerry
in the year 1858 That Stephens’ liberation from
prison was expected some days before it tock place
is beyond all doubt, and it may be stated that both
10 hig cantora and gaolers he opeuly announced thgs
be would never be brought to trizl. All through he
exhibited a nonchalance sltogether different frum hig
patural demeanour, and certainiy not easily recon.
cilable with the position in which Le atood, a chargs
of bigh treason hanging over him. His declarations
shouid have induced the Executive to tuke extra
precautions to ipsure his safe custody. The mode of
bis escape it is not pecesssry to consider at this mo.
ment ; but this much may be said, that if he wag
true to his confederatea he ia not far distant from 1he
city of Dublin—if he i3 not, he was in a foreign lang,

A somewhat indignant deanial of theae statements
occurs in the Dublio correspondence of the T'imes of
Mounday. The writer gays ;—

Thera is not the alightest foundation for tbe pars-
graph in the Dublin Evening Mail, copied by the
Globe yesterday, that the Government bad directed
Mr, Corry Guonellun to be interrogated in connee.
tion with the escape of S'ephens. That he would
sympathise witb rebels or aid 1n their escape i3 an
idea too ridiculous to be entertained for a momept
by any ons who knows him. Some’time apo ks
rencered himsalf obooxious to the Rumin Catholie
members of the Board of Control by his efforts to
prevent ahuses and irregularities in the city prisons.
I have no doubt that if he and his colleague, Mr.
Leutaigue, had appointed the warders no prisoner
would bave escaped. The meaning of tho wriler of
the paragraph in the Muil no doubt was that inter-
rogatories were 1o be exhibited, not to Mc. Corry
Couuellen, but by him, as one of the Inspecters Gea-
eral cof Prisons in Ireland, to the officers of the prizon
who are suspected of aidlng in theescape of Stephens
or conoiving at it. Some persons have been dia-
posed to thiuk +hat the punishment awarded to Luby
ana U'Leary is too severe, but it seems, so far, not to
have an effect sufficiently deterriog - [ hear that the
conspirators are still active and hopeful, and there is
a decided improssion on the public mind here that
Steshbens is still in Dublin.

We read i the Freeman of Monday, the followicg
telegram, received yesterday from Liverpool, an-
nounces the arcival in Paria of the fugitive Head
Centre, James Stephens : —

Livereoor, Sunday.— A letter received in Liver-
pool this morning confirms the arrival of Stephens in
Paris; and it is stated that, with Mr. Jobho Miichell,
he will form one of the Buropean correspounderis of
the N. Y. Duily News.

The Irist Times says :—There are ressons for bo-
lieving that Stephens is still concesled in Dablin,
‘and hidden even from those members of the confe-
deracy who are still at large. We have strong bopes
that Stepheps will yet be re-captured befors the cloge
of the Special Commiasien.’

Oge of the Dublin papers reprints the following
proclamation, whick is being circulated liberally
through tbe city : —

BY THR I1RISH REIUBLIC = TO THE FENIAN BROTHERHOOD.

Brethren—In spite of the prosecutions, onr canse
is progressing. There i3 now & Parliament sitting
in Dublin, composed of members slected by the peo-
ple. They have determined on these three projects :

1, The crippling of the Church of your Sazon op-
pressors by depriving it of its property, acd thus
curtniling its means of" digseminating that apple of
discord, yclept the Bible.

2. To carry out the teuant right, so a3 to degrive
the lapdlords of the means of depopulating the
country, and which must eveotually luud to the re-
u;rn of the property to i3 rightful ownera, the peo-
ple.

3, Freo education, by which the teachers of every
religion, whether trus or false, will be paid by the
State. Bat in all schools that book erroneously
stated to be tho Word of God will be prevented from
spreading these doctrines which lead to disssnsion
among the peoplo.

When these mensures are effected you may be con-
vinced that the prison gates will he openeg, and a
splecdid receplion with ovation will be made 1o thoss
martyrs of oppressios and of English misruie, and
Ireland will be on!y for the Irish.

Jamgs SteErEess,
H.C.F.B for Iteland and Great Britain.

At Navan, county Meath an the 9th ult., before
Edward J Banuon, R. M., Franeis Mu.phy, aad T.
L. Rober1s, Esqrs., Justices, a man was brought up
on supposition of hisg being James Redmond, late of
Eaoniscortby, county of Wexford, charged with bigh
trenson, and for the apprehension of whom a sum ef
£50 reward ia offered in the Hue and Cry und by
proclamation. The prizoner appeared about twenty
six or twenty-eight years of age, and in his answera
to the court evinced considerable tact and smartress
The head-cocsiable placed upon the table s quantity
of paper, cut up in slips, such aa those used by shor:-
beod writers in furnishing reports to the press, which
he took from the prisoner’s pocket, and stated that
he nlso found in his possession, in addition to the
slips of paper alluded to, & ticket of ndmission for
temporary relief to the workbouse. Thoname the
prisoner gave witness was John Ryan, although John
Reilly wus the name wrltten in the edmission ticket,
Priconer stated that his parents were natives of En-
niscorthy, county Wexford, but thut he himsell wag
born in New Zenlapd. After some questions, the
head.conatable 1ead from the Hue and Cry the perso-
nal desecription of Redmond, a3 follows:—¢ Twenty
seven years of age, 5fta, 7in. in height ; stout, smart
make, fresh complexion, thin face, brown eyeg, long
noge, &, Spesks with a strong, commanding voics;
hes been a ticket of leave convict, aed belanged to
the Wexford Militia.,’ The Magistrales expressed
their belief that the description strongly bore upen
the prisoner, aod remaading the prisoner, wrote to
Wezford on the aubject. :

The Uork Oorrespondent of the Irish Times, writiog
on thg 11th ult., says:—* For the lust faw days men
bave deen engaged in fitting up Elizabeth Fort (an
old building in the north end of the town, and erected
in the reign of the queen whose pame it bears), fur
the accommodation of nay extra force of police that
moy ve sent to Cork) * * ¢ Thegame corres-
pondeat stateg, f on official authority,’ that ¢ Hegarty,
the blacksmith, who is alleged to have been the
maker of pikes for the Cork Brotherhood, bas turred
Queen’s evidence. Hegarty, it appears, not ooly
made the pikes, but also distribated them, and hencs
bis becoming Queen's evidence bas caused a perfact
proic amongst certain classes, Nearly s dozen per-
goos have left Corls fearing tn be 1mplicnted by He.
gacty ; nmongst others & wealthy shopkeeper, liviog
in one of the principal streets, It is alsp mentioned

shet Alexander Nicholls, one of the prisoners, bad
become insane.” .



