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LETTER OF THE REV. DR. CAHILL
TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD JOHN RUSSELL.

L ‘Nov. 4th, 1851, Airdrie, Scotland.
My Lord—This day brings before the minds of
1he Catholics of the whole world the painful recollec-
-tion of your letter to the Bishop of Durham. Tielve
months have now clapsed since the publication of that
inflammatory and persecuting document ; and time and
experience, which are the best tests of palitical wis-
dom, have proved that your views have been incor-
rect and your speeches exaggerated. The Bishops
have assumed their titles, and they exercise the:r.dxo-
cesan jurisdiction without infringing on the principles
of the constitution, or trenching on the prerogatives
of the crown. Your statesmanship, therefore, is a
palpable failure—your penal law is a political lie, and
Lord John Russeil stands before the gaze of mankind
a (alse leader and a naked bigot. As your lordship
is about to enter on this day into the second year of
your ministerial Hegira, it may not be amiss to pre-
sent to your lordslip a historical review of the con-
duct of “your cabinet during the last few years; and
1o inform the people of Treland and Great Britain of
the disastrous position to which you have reduced the
British empire, botlas regardsitsinternal interests and
#1s external relations. T have already laid before my
most persecuted {ellow-countrymen the intrigues of
Lord Palnerston and his corps diplomatéquein aiding
the revolutionists of five diflerent countries in Europe;;
and T have proved that he attempted at the sane time
to overthrow the authority of the Pope and to uproot
the discipline and the Faith of the Catholic Church.
You were of course the abetter and the prime mover
of these two-fold intrigues, and thus we clearly con-
vicl you of appearing during five years as the advo-
cate of our national and religious liberties, while, in
fact, you were sceretly undermining owr inherent
rights, and treacherously sapping the foundations of
our ereed.  Your letter of November, *50, disclosed
youwr real character, developed your long concerted
plans, and will be distinguished in our [uture history
as the Russell conspiracy; and it will take its place
in enormily next to the atrocious memory of the Gun-
powder Plot. Guy Fawkes and Lord Jobn Russell
will, thercfore, fill two correlative pages, alikein their
aim, their treachery, and their fulure. I informed
my poor faithful countrymen in last March (that is
such of them as you had net starved, and pitted at that
time), that your intrigues were well known in every
court in Kurope ; that you were digging a pit for Eng-
land, which very soon would engulph the whole em-
pire; and.that a European combination against the
machinations of the English cabinet would be the in-
evitable result of your unexampled political and reli-
gious deceit.  And I exhorted my bleeding country-
men not to despair, that the sword of God’s justice
would be soon drawn against our oppressors—ilat
the hour of their deliverance was nearer than they
dmagined, and to stand fearless and firm together in a
nationa! confederacy. I am now in a position to
prove these points, and to lay before the Queen and
tlie country the undisguised expression of universal
Lostility which your unprecedented cabinet schemes
have lashed into fury in almost every courtin Europe.
May I, therefore, my lord, beg your cahn perusal of
the following extracts ; they will point out the unmis-
takeable combination of foreign courts, and the gull
which you are preparing for England :—

« A private letter from Franklort, dated the Gth,
and received in. Paris on Monday, states that Liord
Palmerston has directed a note to be presented through
Lord Cowley to.the President of the Diet, Count
Thun, in which he veguests the Assembly totake steps
with respect to the Neapolitan government, in order
to induce it to abandon the political system. it has hi-
therto followed. The note was accompanied by se-
veral copies of Mr. Gladstone’s pamphlet. The af-
fair was discussed in the sitting of the Diet, held on
the 20th September. The President, in an address
at once clear and precise, showed how unusual and
uabecoming such a demand was. e dwelt particu-
larly on tlie extraordinary proceeding of a govern-
ment claiming on the authority of any individual state-
ment to interferc in matters purely domestic of another
nation, and with the adininistration of justice of an in-
dependent government, and he concluded by calling
an the Assembly to reject the demand made on it.—
The minister of Prussia to the Diet declared it as his
opinion that the demand of Lord Pahnerston was

" neither more nor less than defiance to all continental
policy, and should be met by a very decided answer.
It was, thercfore, resolved that the President of the
Diet should be authorised to reply to. Tiord Palmers-
fon, to the effect that the Grerman Diet, having made
itsell acquainted with the note of the British govern~
ment, and the contents of which appeared to it as un-
usual as they were little in harmony with the ordinary
usages of internitional relations practised by all go-
vernments, felt all the less disposed to interfere with
the domestic aflairs of a Toreign government as inde-
pendent of itsclf, as it would not permit any one, who-
ever lic may be, to meddle with those of the Confe-
deration ; and that it was for that reason it disap-
proved and rejected the line of conduct proposed by
Lord Palmerston in the name of his cabinet. An.an-
swer to that eflect has been made to Lord Cowley.”

« The Frank(ort journals state that Russia las re-
plied to Lord Palmerston’s note, enclosing Mr. Glad-
stone’s letter, in a strain exactly similar to that put
forth by the Germanic Diet against interfercnce with
the ‘concarns of foreign countries.”

. 'In the foregoing communication Lord Palmerston,
with his-usuad duplicity, .endeavors to concoet a.con-
spiracy. against Naples, and bence he . sends one of
liis characteristic despatches to one of his character-
istic companions (your nominees and servants) to in-
trigue. with the German Diet, and through the Diet
to:intrigue with. Prussia, and through Prussia to. in-
trigue with Russia, and when this sneaking and most
cowardly conspiracy should be finally formed, then to

menace Italy and Naples with'a:combined attack in
order to redeem your pledge to-theunfortunate dupes
and victims, whom your diplomacy excited to" revolu-
tion, and drove to exile and death. - But.Germany,
and Prussia, and Russia; have clearly ¢ snubbed”
your colleague, ‘and have read to- you and. to'bima
lesson of defiance which places your cabinet.in the
most humiliating posture. But the contempt offered
to you does not end here ; Lord Palmerston grounded
this your conspiracy on the private communication of
Mr. Gladstone, which las been disproved word for
word by Mr. M¢‘Farfane, and Monsier Condon. And
here I shall take leave to present to the Queen,
“snub the second,” which your lonorable colleague
has received from Prince Castelcicala, minister of
the King of Naples; let England read this second
contumely cast on this country.

[Here follows the note from- Prince Castelcicala,
to Viscount Palimerston, and the reply of the latter
to the Prince’s note.}

It is impossible not to see the sneer of contemptu-
ous derision with which the foreign prince demands
reparation for this national slander, backed as he is
by all Europe, and the painful position of Lord Pal-
merston in his shilting veply excites pity for the man
and shawne for the minister. Your Minister of War
stammered, hesitated, shufled, belore this honorable,
firm, and decided request of Naples ; and finally, with
a doggedness so peculiarly bis own, refused to make
the reparation of a gentleman for the most palpable
misslatement, and the most cbvious perversion of
facts. '

My next extract shall be taken {rom one of the
highest ministerial and commercial journals of Aus-
tria—an extract which places” your cabinetin a posi-
tion degrading to the whole empire, tending to tar-
nish the bigh reputation of British honor, and which
ought to be a sufficient reason to remove you from a
station wlich you Llf with diseredit to the state and
with injury to the crown. No Brilish subject can
read the following extract without shame, and liorror,
and indignation :—

(From the Austrian Lioyds.)

“The ovations which are now under preparalion
in Eagland, in honor of an Anstrian subject guilty of
treason to his sovereign, and of having ignited the
(lame of revolution in his native country, do not arouse
our indignation to any great extent. ,We feel a pity,
mixed with uncommon contempt, for the stupid, well-
fattened aldermen of Southampton and London. In
1848 the Euglish Foreign Office gave itsell every
possible pains to dismember the Austvian empire.—
The noble lord at the head of the government tried
all that intrigue, duplicity, treaclicry, and deceit,
could do to obtain his ignoble ends. Whilst 2 minis-
ter of the highest diplomatic rank represented his
Queen at the Austrian court, and ostensibly in pub-
lic spoke of the friendly relations existing between
Great Dritain and  Austria, secret agents in the pay
of the British cabinet, and its public servants—men
like Lords Minto and Abercrombie—swerc laying in-
trignes which were soon to aequire an historical im-
portance. ‘The mines were dug, the powder laid,
and on a signal transimitted from Downing-strect, the
explosion followed. A portion of South and Central
Ewrope was in tlames. Lord Ponsonby vemained in
Vienna, a guarantee of England’s ¢ Punic’ Tfaith to
her old ally. Meanwhile that unhappy King, whose
tragic fate shields him from too severe a judgment
being passed upon him, was driven to distraction and
to death by Dritish intrigue ; and as Kossuth can
boast of Lord Palmerston’s friendship, with equal
right may it be claimed by all the rebel leaders in
the diflerent parts of Xurope. That many of them
were discarded by their quondem friend in their hour
of distress is no refutation of the fact. Even Eng-
lish journals have declaimed against Lord Palmerston
{or having unmercifully abandoned the men he had
misled as soon as their plans proved unsuccessful.

« Every victory of the Austrian arms in Italy and
Hungary—the close alliance between Austria and
Russta—the successful suppression of the revolution
wherever it broke forth—the failure of the Prussian
scheme to drive Austria out of Germany—finally, the
consolidation of the power of the empire—were so
many severe and keenly-felt blows to Tnglish potiey.
Never was a cabinet compelled to make so many
miserable retractions, never did a cabinet suffer so
many painful defeats, or lese so muchinfluence, honor
and respect as the Tnglish cabinet at this period.—
Its influence in the Mediterranean, to which Jngland
attached so much importance, vanished. The cabi-
nets of Madrid, TNaples, Athens, justly regarded Eng-
land as their enemy. The infamous proceedings
against Grecce aronsed the slumbering sense of honor

and justice even of the British parliament, and threat- |-

encd the ministry with a disgraceflul termination. of
oflice.

« Rage at foiled plans, vexation at the defeats sus-
tained by Sardinia, shame at being convicted of dis-
hinnesty, bad been gnawing for some time at the
hearts of leading men in England. Their impotency
to harm Austria makes them give vent to their feel-
ing by making grimaces at it. A man convicted in
Austria of high treasan is therefore to be received as
an honored guest. This ts not done so much in bis
honor as to offend loyal Austrians. We scarcely
think this demonstration will attain its object. The
loyal Austrian has reason to rejoice that-the mightiest
and -most hostile endeavors, that Lle most deeply laid
and deceitful plans.of one of the most pawerful cabi-.
nets of Lurope have not succeeded in preventing the

regeneration of his.country, and that England has no.

other means left toresort.to, to expressils rage at
its failure, but to rvender honors to-a.man.who has.
been banished' from his country for political oflences.”

Verily, my lord, your diplomacy on the European.

continent is likely very soon to:inflict, a heavy ‘blow
on our common country. There can be no doubt
that all Eurepe is beginning to combine, ard, in fact,

to'arm itself against England. ¥ou have- roused

(and the world will say justly) the anger of Swit-
zerland, and Naples, Germany, Prussia, Russia, and
Austrin. Lord Palmerston is in fact the Captain
Rock of Furope, and under the pretext of preserv-
ing European peace, you are fomenting a Turopean
war. Take care lest the mines you are digging un-
der other palions may be imitated" in return under
LEngland; and beware lest the explosion you have
prepared for them may not involve your own coun-
try in irretrievable ruin. Verily, Lord John Russell
is rather unfortunate in his foreign relations, and as
Lord Stanley has already prophesied: of your cabinet,
% ynless you are cbecked in this uorestrained career,
you vwill inevitably bring on a European war.” There
can be no.greater enemy to England than the man
who endangers the supremacy of her commerce, and
there is no question that you are laying the founda-
tion of a combined resistance to Ingland over the
civilised world, which sooner or later will check her
dominant poser, lower her high national name, and
vitally damage her commercial interests. The elear
statements of all reform associations show that the
taxes direct and indirect on every twenty shillings’
worth of consumption and manufacture in England
amount to thirteen shillings and two pence; that the
people of Jingland therefore can claim as their own
(for their eapital and skill) only six shillings and ten
pence in every pound which they give the state. And
hence, Sir, il through your unbridled ministerial die-
tation and domination through Europe, you compel
foreign nations to quarrel with us, to dread our con-
nection, to establish their own factorics, and to ami-
hifale or diminish our trade, you will cause a revolu-
tion in England such as history has never recorded,
and your name will be transmitted to posterity as the
grealest enemy that Ingland ever saw. I'or the
first time in English history we beliold a decided and
a universal attitude of defiance assumed by Ilurope
against Lngland ; your ambassadors are insulted, your
votes of diplomacy scolfed, and one loud voice of con-
tempt and indignation is raised against yowr diploma-
tic conduct and your country from the Baltic to the
Mediterranean. "Thisis a fact beyond all dispute, and
it establishes by a clear demonstration that England
is regarded at this moment by universal ISurope as
the disturber of international peace, the fomenter of
revolution, the seeret cnemy of foreign thrones, and
the insidious persecutor of the Catholic Church. If
I were actuated by the revenge to which your treat-
ment of my country has forced the Irish heart, T
should rejoice at the perilous position to which your
uncxampled perfidy bas veduced your country 3 but T
am neither a revolutionist or a rebel, but Iam an
Irish Priest. These two words contain the record
of national honer and of nationalloyaity. And when
you and your colleagues would behead the sovereign,
as. you did Charles, and join a plebeian uswrper, as
you did Cromwell, and expel your monarch, as you
did James, and recieve a foreigner out of a poor-
house, as you did William, I, and every one of the
ancient order to which I belong, would Lieed at the
foot of the threne, as we have done through every
age and country., And when youand the class to
which you are associated would change your creed
from Presbyterianism to Protestantism, and véce versa;
and from semethingism to anythingism or nothingism ;
and while you prove before scorning men, weeping
angels, and laughing devils, that your official fordship
cares no more about faiths and creeds, and Priests
and Bishops of any denomination than you care about
the color of your official eravat, or the cut of your
official coat, we, the glorious Catholic people, and
we, the heroic Priests, stand through all time, and
place, and circumstances, faithful to God and Joyal
to the throne ; and we stand forth a contrast to your
officiality like truth to lalsehood, light to darkness,
and national honor to national perlidy.

Such, my lord, being your oflicial work on the En-
ropean Continent, 1 shall proceed to inquire how wat-
ters sland at home in persecited Ireland. But before
I shall commence this melancholy view of your disas.
trous legislation, T must beg leave to tell you, that,
although Ireland is beut to the earth by the heartless-
ness, the calumnies, and the cruel oppression of your
1ale, we are still firm and fearless, and we are undis-
mayed either by the threats of unjust power, or the
seandalons jibes of a lying and Dbribed press. You
may eut down, but you cannot eradicate—yon may
strike us prostrate for a time of ferocious trinmph, but
we shall rise again—you may expel us from the soil
of our fathers, but we shall appear again, renovated in
number and power, on the glorious American Conti-
nent.  You may make cruel laws for the year 1851,
but take warning of the results of these laws hefore
the year 1851.  Yon cannot keep us alwaysin slavery
and degradation ; the history of the world is against this
position.  Where you least expect a reaction, you may
recelve a fatal national blow; and your name as au
English-gentleman, and your eharacter as a statesman,
will live Jonger in the future applause of the historian
for being the advoeate of honor and justice, rather than
the supporter of perfidy and persecution.  Powerful us
you are, we shall never learn a lesson different from
the instrnetions which our fathers have ranght us 3 we
have never yet yielded to your injustice tlirough three
centuries of cruelty, and we shall not now begin to
lake you for our political and nationul masters.” Ve
Lelieve, besides, that beiween the Kaffirs, and the
Australians, and the Canadians, and the people of all
Lurope, you have rather 100 much on your hands just
now to appear in the second act of the late dramatic
state trials, and we thinl (that is, as many of us as are
alive) that in the present state of France (with which
your Captain Rock appears on such good terms) you

~will vather defer for the present the ancient custom of

erecting your gibbets and your old racks, on the red
cross-roads, which bear your name. Indeed, I may
as well tell you, my lord, that, without meaning the
least disrespect (of enurse) tothe Queen’s minister,
we fearlessly set you at defiance ; and we'are tho-
roughly convinced (a position which I could prove if I
w1sTled)v;-that youhave .not the most. remote notion of
perseculing us at present and we know that you are
very near.a crisis when you.will be compelled 10 cul-
tivate our friendship rather than proveke our fusther

anger at yourunprecedented conduct. Alas! alas!.

where shall I begin to tell your politieal car
gards poor trodden down, faithful; perseente
Nor is-it with ink and paper I woujd allempt (h
seription of the woes ¢ your rule. No, no Pm . d?'
the deserted village—the waste Jand—the up rm) Joriy
chapel—the silent glen—the pale face, ang ihéquemed
ful national voice, stamp the history of I re]anrcxlmm-“.
the deep, deep impression of your adminjsy, gm
while the ferocity of the unbridled Jandlord a i:llon;
terrors of - the uprooted -and’ smouldering c:r’.biz:I fhe
the cries of the houseless orphan, and the tears sf i
brokenhearted widow, and the emiarani shi acdm'
patrid workliouse, and the red oozing pit ofp,lhn the
finless and shroudless dead—these, these ch allethcor-
are all thethrilling and the eloquent witn:asqes t v
lish to coming generations, to unborn ‘I“';hn‘:er? pub.
character and the laws of the Rusself-cnf)iuetl’ the
Sir, when you had read the terrific facts of the m fih’
living on the pnirid remains of her own child-0 W
when you saw the awful account of severa] cqq n
the dead bodies of the poor Irish beine etpo,;é? rof
days in unburied putidity and devomed b'y do, p
this unheard-of state ; and when yon had lu::mgll e
cries that were wafted across the” Channe] fop b llbq
and those that rose to Heaven for merey from Ske' .
bereen, {rom Ballinastoe, from Kilrush, and fionm I’]b.
linrobe—has your heart, Sir, ever smote you \rithJal-
morse that yon heard these cries of Ireland with a iy
tiless composure, and sent to starving and dyin ]l
lions a heartless pittance from your m.‘erﬂov.vixmg::1 -
sury ? I distinguish your cabinet from e 151101?31;
people ; they stretched fortl: their hands wiih ﬂxe?fs
vacleristic generosity of their nation ; the St)ciet;‘a-
Friends well fulfilled, too, the expeciations of{"t !
kuown philanthiopy in our regard ; Lt you, fror -
exchequer filled with eigltcen millions “of o
you doled out in withering insult (as (o the b
a foreign conntry) a miserable and tot:
relief; and you called by the name of cliarily ap
which should be designated the first demand n‘n 1.1}0[
1'ealm,_:1nd the bighest duty of theerown, Tost Siarlxe-
Jey paid twenty millions sterling to give liberty 10
few descendants of Aliican slaves in yonr petty Weg
Indian colonies ; to men who never mumed yuurflee:-
orswelled your avuies, or fought for your name. Bubr
you, 8ir, grudgingly lent in part, and bestowed inpm.
the paltry sum of eizht millions to aid tlie .y
gle for life of the faithful people whose misfortune n
all our past history was imperishable loyalty to tho
throne, and undying devotion to our uniortunate Kinge
—1men who belong to an aneient unbroken race of fory
generations ; Jion hearts which erimsoned with thei)r
blood every ocean where your navy fonshl and aop
quered 5 whicl stood before the bristled steel of Epo-
fand’s foes in all your strigelesy which shared tﬁe
perils of a thousand fields of blood by the side of your
countrymen, and won your victories—these are ths
men and this is the nation to whom you have given
your paltry usurious charity to preserve their lves.—
Bt the kistory of all nations will yet tell that you Per-
mitled five in ten to perish of hunaer, while your ex-
chequer was filled with gold. You, therefore, Sir
have made my country a desert—you have bnnishei
and starved the people—you have a grave for the {rish
—and you have buried our race and name. May (ol
forgive you this cruel treatment of our fine peoplo—
this ministerial atrocity. We eharge you before aveng-
ing Heaven with the exile and the death of our peg-
ple; both crimes lie at your door. And you have
added ingratitude 1o cruelty. We honered you, wa
followed you. You did not so mueh surprise us by
the introduction of your penal hill as by the historical
falsehood and the insulting bigotry of Your speeches:
they were unworthy the historian, below the dicuiny
of the stntesman, dishonctable to tho man. A third-
vate orator amongst your own parly, and a fifth-rate
speaxer in the wliole house, you never could lay elain
to distinetion, except from the supposed lionesty and
liberality of your political opinions ; but new your ia-
consistency and your bigotry, having torn fiom yaur
face the mask which concealed your medioctity, s
agrecd that the foremost leader of the Whiss as now
been befittingly transformed into the last liack of the
I:OTIC‘S. Ol for the ancieut truth and lonor of the old
English statesman I—oh, for the sterling word, the
generous foe, the brilliant genius of the duys that are
gone. Now, the origin of all these misfortunes at home
and abroad arises from a twofold canse ; firstly, to or-
ganise an English party in every counfry as you have
done in Spain and Portngal ; to keep a perteet inter-
nal system of disorder in every nation in order o
keep the power of each country engaged in quelliag
this confederacy, and thus leaving England freetc
parsue her views ol ecnquest and eomeree without
fear of resistance from the surronnding naticns; and
secondly, the object is to uproot Catholicily. This latiet
point is, in fact, your chiet aim ; and so wilde-spread
arc your present stratagems 16 speech down, preach
do}\‘n, write down, driuk down, eat down, dress down,
sail down, and shoot down Catholicity, that alf orders
of the state are actnally gone mad with what may
be called a furions fanaticism to get rid of Catholicity.
All the Jawyers are infected, from the well-known
Chuncellor to the parish DLeadle; all the clerzy are
bitten from Canterbury (the cubical head of your
present ereed) down all along to the thin Curate ; who,
being the living definition of n mathemalica! straight
line, may be cousidered as the Clerical element o
the Archbishop.  All your ambaszadors are actually
beeome swaddlers in every court in Europe, as I have
already proved, so that yours shoald be called the
swaddling eabinet ; and tlie omnipresentnavy aml the
invincible army of Great Britain have raised tueir
swaddling calors nearly as high as the union-jnek !l
over the earth—all your modern writers arc janocu-
lated with swaddleomania, down from the historical
lies and rhetorical foppery of Macaulay to the hall-
penny sheet; there are even swaddling commereial
travellers, swaddling hotels, and swaddling boarding-
houses ; and such is the vast ramification of this most
absurd but terrific movement against Catholicity, tha
“ Moore’s Meladies® are banished from the sociely
of all anti-Papal pianos, becanse they relate to Ireland,
and were composed by the native faney that drauk i3
poelic inspiration at the fountain of Irjsh genius! Dot
amongst the various incongruities of this mania which
you have originated, there is not one which strikes the
observer with such preposterous associations as o s
an admiral of a fleet dressed in the garb of Johann
Southeote ! or to see a general of an army converted
into a Praise-God .Barebones. Nothing can be.so ex-
tremely ludicrous as to see Neptune kneeling and pray:
ing on a three legged stool, dressed in. @ white crarat
and a coat of shabby black ! or to behold Mars habited
in lawn sleeves and a powdered wig, reading and sing:-
ing'Psalms on a tar-barrel I ‘There is scarcely a paper-
wlich does not contain, with the cognisance. of -the
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