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PANEGYRIC

t Rev. Dr. Power by Most Rev.
Upon Mos Dr. Maocdonald.

To the Edilor of THE TRUE WITNESS:
DEAR S1r,—] bave been requested by
geveral Newfoundlanders, resident in the
United States, to send them the full tex
of the sermon preached by the Bishop of
Harbor Grace, Nfld., on the occasion of
the Month’s Mind of our late beloved
prelate, His Lordehip the Mast Rev.
Thomsas Jcseph Power, D.D. We have
no Catholic paper in this country, and of
the foreign Catbolic papers that comc
hither THE TRUE WITNESS has by far the
largest circulation. I therefore seek
your columns and solicit of you the
favor of publishing therein the accom:
panying panegyric. By acceding to my
request you will oblige very many New

foundianders.
INDEX.

St. Jobn’s, Nfid., June 26, 1894,

[From the Harbor Grace Standard )

RIGHT REV. Biggor; REV. CLERGY, DEAR
HBRETHREN :
* They mourned for him many deys, and
said, how 18 the mighty man fallen, who saved
the people of Israel.”—Mac. ix 20,

A great sorrow s come on the Church of St.
John's. It isa far-reaching and deep sorrow.
Its lowering shadow overcasis every bamlel
and home in the land. It has made all hearts
gad. A great man and good has passed away
from our midst, The kindly Blshop who ruled
this Diocese for upwards of Lwenty-three years
80 gently and so wisely, has Jald aside for ever
1be crook of authority. The buckler and spear
have fallen from the hand of the valiant one
in Israel, and a universal wall 18 gone up from
his spiritual children, &8 for the siain Macha.
bean chieftain from the tribes of Bepjamin
Juda. *‘And all the people of Israel bewaiied
him wilh great lameutallon, and mourned for
him many days, and said : How 15 the mighty
man fallen who saved the people of Israel.”

A great man he was in the sense too that
worldlings reckon greatness—a prince in the
hierarchy which rules the Christian world—a
safe in the commonwealth of sclence and let-
ters—s prominent figure in the panoramasa that
outlines the history of our colony—and yet,
not as such does he come before us at this mo-
ment. _Our grief twines round dearer memo-
ries. Qur tears fall for the famlliar, kind-
bearted Bishop, whose friendshlp we were
wont to enjoy. Our hearts goouttohim in
aflectionate sorrow, a8 to a father who sought
us in his last anxious look, and blessed us in
bis dying words, *“The gontle, kind.hearted
Bishop,” are words which come unbidden to
our Lps at the mention of his name, Yetl
feel to-day—and there 18 a pathos in the reflec-
tion—that even those who knew him best and
appreciated him the highest, falled to do jus-
tice to his rare kindness of heart. “Charity is
patient, s kind. Charity beareth all things,
bellevelh all things, endureth all things.” In
1his sensge the late Bishop was charitable and
kind-hearted to a degree. In his characlter,
which was otherwlse uniform, charity was the
most conspicuous feature. It intensified his
other virtues : it shaped the tenor of his ac-
tlons : it regulated his every intercourse with
his prlests and people: it Imparted a mellowed
coloring to the exercise of his sacred ministry:
it i8 Lhe secret’of the deef bold he always had
ofthe popular affection Ina heartiull franghi
with Ohristiaun benevolence, he consulled
his Joys in ihe joys, and his sorrows in
the sorrows of those around him, Iirre-
spective of creed or country. The very
grief which 15 manifested everywherse,
but feeds on the memory of the large kind:
heartedners of the deceased prelate. We
loved him because he was gentle and sympa-
thetlc. Qurloveisibe measuresof our sOrrow.
“Chords that vibrate s weetest pleasure sound
the de«pest notes of woe."”  Iiisin the light
which his gentle, benignant charity throws
around it, that his life must be interpreted.
For thus alone it may best be understood. We
discernin it, from the beginning to the end, a
oneness of alm—a generous and pliant nature
ever ready to obey the behests of the Divine
M{')s 5 it ]

D matters of merely personal histor:
ghall be brief. The Most Rev, Thomas J osgpl;[
Power was born on the 15th December, 1830, in
the anclent city of Roes, Co Wexford, He was
tbe child of respeciable and very worthy pa-
rents, SBhielded as he was fromthe knowlegge
ofevll by the pure atmosphere of his earlisst
surroundings, reared iln & family where the
old faith was hereditary, and where had been
perpetuated beautifal traditions of heroic con-
stauoy in il8 practice, he yielded—and need we
wonder—10 the lofty and chivalrous ambition
of devollng hig youth and the energios of his
maohood (o the cause of the religlon which
had so long been to his people the most valued
porition of thelr inheritance. Called early, as
Samuelwas, he early honored the vocation. I
will go to the altar of God, o God who maketh
my youth foyful.’’ Inthe heyday of his youth,
we find him in Carlow College & diligent and
an ardent student It was here, *'l1ke the tree
tha! is planted nesr the running water, which
shall bringforth {ta fruit iz due season,!” that
he ireasured up the rich stores of varied learn-
iug, and .acquired the fnished style, the
grageful manner, which in afier life
made his dlscourses the admiration, 1if
not the despalr, of publio speakers.
In 1858 he went from Cariow to Rome Lo per-
fect his siudies for the sacred ministry, Often
he conversed with me for hours together on
the incidents of those tranquil and happy
Yyears he passed In the Irish Cullege, under ius
Baintly rector, the present Archbishop of
Ephesus. Rome, the city of the s0ul, exerta—
it cannot fall to exert—an influence and a

Wor on most minds. On the cuitared and

ely sensitive mind of the future Blshop the
influence was phenomenal. In everylhing he
admired the great and the beautiful. In
Rome religion appealed to his senses under its
more august and majestic forms. Day after
day, for years his eyes resied on the monu.
ments which the Ohristian genius of every
age bad consecrated to Curlstian faith. He
admired thelr peerless beauty, His heart was
fliled, and it expanded, wiih ihe images of
their grandear. " When the one ambition—I
had well nigh sald the enthusiasm—of his life
took form and direction, it was a love for the
beauty of the Church of God-and its solemn
impressive funotions, * I have loved, @ Lard,»
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l[pe beautydor 'll‘hgvhl}?use and the place where
hy glory dwelleth.
}ftgmay end of a successful and brillisat
course of studies, he returned to Ireland. His
subsequent |lfe i8 the story of Lwo cities, Dub-
lin and St. John's, Lthe success!ve scenes of his
labours. In the former, thirly years back, the
name of Canon Power was & household word,
He was the 1deal priest, an eloquent and popu-
lar preacher, and an efficlent President of
Holy Cross, Clonliffe. Consecrated Bishop In
Rome, on Trinity Sunday, 1870, by the greatl
and good Cardinal Cullen, he arrived hers on
the 0tn day of the followlng Sepltember, The
reception he recetved, to quota. the g od
Blshop's own words, ofi repeated, ‘‘could not
be surpassed by any city in the world.”” Those
of you who saw bim then—he was in the full
vigor of manhood—need no words of mine to
enable you to recali Lhe influence and magnet-
1sm of his presence. His was {ruly a majestic
figure, & courtly bearing, & nuble fuce, wnich
wore habitually a benevolent expression, with
& certaln austere integrity. Hls whole char-
acter seemed 10 burst upon you with a fload of
instantaneous light, and you felt as If you had
known him for a life-time. Noble natures
have a power to commiunicale to others a
sense of thelr innate Iuartificlal greatness.
One of the great joys of all h's after years
Among you was tn recall 1he briglit, appy day
of his arrival. He bad come lo & siraonge
country, but not to a strange people. Thelr
faith, their love for the ministers o: thelr rell-
gion, thelir derp reverence for his own sacred
office, at vnce 1dentitied them In his mind wirh
the people from whom he had puarted in the
fair and ssinted Isie beyond the seas. He re-
joiced to wliness that here, nselsewhere the
world over, the essentials of divine faith and
the love and enthusiasm which faitl inspires,
were irradicable in the children of the [righ
race, in whatever ciime they may be born
He found himself at once surronnded by a
faithful people and a devoted priesthood, who
cheerfuliy accorded htm in advance an instal-
ment of the most generous confldence. The
sequel proved it had notbeen mispiaced. Sus-
tained by the assurance of continued support
and sympathy, he took 1u hands the work of
his extensive diocese with the full ardor of one
who feels himself enter on the true mission ot
hislite. He wvisited Lhe mosldisiant paris of
the coast agaln and again, to give confirma.
tlon, to preach, to place prlests, or Lo enconr-
age Lhose already placed. Here In St. John's,
the churches, the schools, the convents and
orphanages claimed his time and attention,
and the good Bishop was found in every placge
that needed hls consoling presence. Scarcely
a night in the year, from the day of his arrlval
to the edifying close of bis life, could he be
missed from his confessional. The gentleness
of his manner made him a very angel of the
sacred tribunal. Men of busy llves and rugged
nalures were attracted to him. Spring and
fall, when crafts froma the distant ountporis
ocrowded into your harbor, the bardy tollers of
the sea sought their favorite confessor. And
seldom were they disappointed. They came
in the confldence of their fallh; they knew
with what loving kindness he obeyed the
mandate:

“ To thy tongue shall seraph words be glvea,

And power on earth to plead the cause of
heaven,

On throbbing angulsh pour rellef

And teach impassioned souls the Joy of grief,

True as clrcling spheres to Nature’s plan:

Man the brothe: lives the friend of man.”

The sermons which he prearhed from Lhls
pulpit will long be remembered. They wers
good sermons and are not forgotien, HIs ora-
tory was ot & high order.” Bold and (ree, it
rose above conventional rules, busied Itself
with llving thoughts alonse, and Lhese he com-
municated wilth the vividness of inluition.
He chained the altcatlon by the earnesiness of
his manner and the aptitude of hisdiction.and
his wordssuok deep Into the memory by the
welght of intrinsic matter, 1Hls, again, was so
clear, so direct and s0 cogent a melhod of ex-
pounding the rich thoughts which teemed in
bis busy mind, that the most absiruse truths
became evident the moment they passed
through the erucible of his intellect.

Bul the crowning work of hls busy and frait-
ful life was the founding in bis Dlocese of the
schools of the Christian Brothers. Thls pro-
Jeot, by which we set much store, will be for
ever assoclated with tle name of Dr, Power,

If we wou'd make a-just estimate of the suc¢
cess ol his eplscopile, we are uut Lo lose slghl
of the fact thatthe late Bishop wasLhe sixth in
the line of glvijon~ poniiffs, whose great learn-
lug and virtues sned lusire on ihelr exalted
position. 'Toour humble seeming, each was
in his time chosen by @God, because of his
specizl fitness for the spectal work which God
assigned him, Each was providential, ior each
was Lrue to his time, its wanis,and L8 pro.
mises. And by this rule aione are we Lo
measure the success of thelr respective lives,
The difterent circumstances in which thelr tots
were cast, the widely altered conditlons of the
colony, the dissimilar means at their d:sposal,
gave, of necessity,a varlely to the characler
and extent of their Iabors. It was the pre-
sclence of the earlier Bishops which discerned
and selected the agencles by which the future
of Catholicity in the colony 18 assured for ever.
They *‘brought the vineyara out of Egypt and
plantedit.” They protected and nurtared its
growth until “the shadow of it covered the
hills and the branches thereo! the cedars of
God ” 1n other words, they watched over the
infant Church, which in the beginning was a
mere agrregaie of sparse congregallons, united
by faith 1t ts'true, but divided by physical bar-
riers, weakened by 1solatlon, langulshing
often from lack of malerial means, and com-
posed of a people who were yet helots in the
land of thelr adoption. They guided thelr peo-
ple through the desert, as Moses guided the

children of Jacob. Like Moses,they fed them
with monna from heaven; they went 10 Mount

! Horebto pray in thelr behalf, and to Mount

kinal to receive the law. They came to thelr
people as the acoredited ambassadors of God.
In the exceptional condition of 1he country
thetr authority was llke that of the Hebrew
law-giver in & manpsr immediate, and their
office dispensed with the more formal exer-
cises of ecoleslastical government, Dr. Power,
on the other hand, succeeded to an heritage
which preparatory toll had made falr and frult-
ful. Like®imion, the son of Onlas, he found
bimself in the permanent home of his people;
the priesthood of Aaron had ajready been es-
tablished in the land,the offering and the daily
saorifice wers made, and the law was read on
the Sabbath accordingtolegal usage. Andlike
Slmion, wo, * he in his life-time propped u
the house and fortified the temple.” * An
the singers lifted up their voices and in the
great house Lhe sound of sweet melody was in-
creased . . . the worship of the Lord was per-
fected.” (Eec.L.} Like the Ideal High Priest
of the old law he brought to every fanction of
public worship the digoity of outward personsl
grace, a8 weil a8 the beauty of personal sanc-
tity. * When he went up to the holy saltar he
honored the vesture ot Holiness and when he
look the portions out of the hands of the
priest, himself stood by the altar, and about
bim was the rlng of the brethern, and as the
cedar planted on MnuntLebanus, and as the
branches of the palin trees,they &tood round
about him, and all the sons of Aaron in thelr
glory.” (ib). Agaln,in any enterprise which
he took tn hand for religlon, education, or
charity. the lsle Bishop was nOl alone. He
stood well in the furegrouund in the group of
priests and people, of religlous communities
and benevolenl socletles, whose wilitng co-
operation outwardly perr'ectsd the work of hig
hands, and realiz~d the designs maatured in his
ardent scul, To hisgentle nature It was con-
genial to sue Buccess by those more pliant
means which are often the most effective, In
everything he did succeed, &nd the success was
uot less Lhe resuit of his kind sod winning
mannper, than of his skilful combination of the
manlifold means ab his disposal. His earlier
predecassors belonged to a aiff-rent tableaun.
Each in his turp stotd aloneon the heath—a
solitary figure on the jandecape—lending dig-
nity Lo the horizon, and crealing all thal was
of grandeur in the &cene. They were leaders
without the appointinents, which, In ordinary
clrcumstances, make lendership effective, But
there were giants in those days. They were
men of stern mold, resolute of will, of untiring
exertion. They were fitted for every emer-
gency, »nd early colonial life |8 & succession
of emergencles whick must be avalled of at the
proper moment or Jost forever, They could
not afford to wail to forecast discouraging oir-
cumstances, or t0 couunt results, Their enter-
prises were of the boldest character and thelr
execulion of them equally bold. They pushed
their ends with persevering energy and by the
most direect means. They were, l1ke the tor-
rent from the oataract, rapid, but perennial,
which shapes its course through_ rocks over-
warned and precipices overleaped, gathering
strength as it runs, impld as crystal, certain
a8 destiny, unerring as fate, Dr. Power was
the smoother stream, which through smiling
meadows flows more piacidly on to the great
ocean of eternity. Xach was g greal bishop in
his own tims and place, Xach was appointed
to do God’s work, and each performed falth-
fully and well the allotted task, All lahored
with the same high motive and for the same
eund, God accepted His pralses rom their lips
and set the seal of his approbatlon on the
work of thelr lives. " Witdom hath conduaoted
the just man in the right ways, made him
honorable in his labour and accomplished his
work.” The result—I1 should say the success—
of their varied labours 18 st!ll present with us,
For to use the words of St. Maximus on an oc-
caslon 8imllar to the present: *''Whatever
power of virtue and grace there isin this faith-
tul people, from them it hascomeas the spark-
ling rivalet lows from ils pure fountaln.” Our
duty isto love and admire—to cherlsh their
memories—to emulate thelr virtizes—to pre.
serve the rich legacy of Dlvine Falth and ho!y
example, whieh they have bequeaihed to us
1n the retrospect which we make 10-day the
life of the laie Blshop of St. John’s seems ail
the brighter jewel for it8 rich golden eetting,
In Iltself 1t was a beautiful life, nobly begun
and nobly ended. From the beginning to the
close it went 10 reallze the highest alms of
human desire and the kindlest affections of
the human heart. Thenameof Thomas Joseph
Power will go down 1o hisLory an honored and
stainless name—3stalnless in its youth-—-stain-
less in its manhood—stalnless In the rich mel.
low autuma of its years—blessed 1n the Lears
and aflections,and laden with the benediotlons
of those whom he loved so well and served
80 faithfully. His pare soul has appeared at
the judgment-seat of God, tollowed by the
prayers of & sorrowing aad grateful people—

foltowed, too, by the prayers of the pious sls..

terhoods and reiigious communtties, to whom
he was a kind father—tollowsd by the suppli-
cations of the prlesta of God at the altar otfer-
ing the adorable sacrifice in his behalf, and
from hands which himself had consecrated,
pouring out the mysterious blood which
“gpeaketh better thlngs than that of Abel.”
His sacred remalns are laid 1o rest under the
altar on which he 50 ofien offered up the sacrl-
fice for the living and the dead, There he shall
+leep the silent, peaceful sleep of the Just, and
await the brighter morn that knows no end.
“And we will not have you ignorant, brathren,
concernlng those Lhat are asleep, that you may
not be sorrow(itl even as others who.have no
hope. For if we belleve that Jesus dled and
10:@ agaln, even 80 will God bring with Him
them whohaveslept through Jesus.”—[L Th.iv]
Farewell now, gentle, kind-hearted Bishop.

¢ Farewell, but not forever, brother dear,

Be brave and patient on thy bed of sorrow,
Soon will pass thy night of trial here,

‘CHRIST will come and *wake thee on the

morrow,”
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