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cHAPTER 1X.—(Continued.)

- this solemn rite was over, the priest
knﬁft:olme time in prayer beside the lowly bed,
and then spoke comfortingly to the poor soul,

romising to say mass_{or her on the morrow,
and to come again at might to see her. )
Mary and the father remained there praying
with, and for, the sufferer, the long hours till
ni\vh’t. She suffered greatly, panting and strug-
g]fnr_r, for breath, but she was paticnt and com-
ed, her lips moving in constant priyer. At
length it became cvident that the end was at
hand, and Mary read the prayers gor the de-
parting soul, *Jesus, my Saviour,” were her
Jast words: she looked at her futher, raised
her cyes to Heaven, and drew one gasping
breath. M

parted.  She continued in prayer, and then

hitherto been 2 sorrow to him became a com-
fort. Can the priest and servant of God, who
loves his God above all things and his neigh-
bor as himself, see any of his flock despise the
commandments of God and give their souls to
the devil, and not sorrox:?  Ah, amidst all
the labore, anxieties, and cares that fill up the
lives of most priests, their greatest sorrow is
sin, and to see, with 2ll they ecan do, that the
devil carries off sowme of their flack, and thut
they themselves would not let him save them,
The good help of the Bradys was now want-
ing, and as Sheer begeed Mary to advise and
assist his daughter Margaret the aspect of our

i second cottage, in no long time, became changed.

The girl had received such a shock from the
death of her mother und sister, that she became
serions and gentle,
home, to do for him and her brother for the
oldest boy had gone away in disgrace and the
futher refused to allow him to return, and be a

closed her eyes, those eyes that had once been

of vain sighta,

soioggor \vomnnoin the house helped Mary to

ange t
?irllidtuliéy sent a coffin,  She then took tl'lc armn
of the exhausted father and brought ]upl out
of the room. The better plan she considered
would be to take him straight to her own cot-
tage, und leave him with Brady. She herself
felt mueh fatigued on her return home, hut
she took a little refreshinent before undergoing
another trying sccne at Sheer’s cottage.

CHAPTER X,

Charging her husband not to lose sight of
Sheer, but to make use of this trouble to bring
him, if possible, to a sensc of his duty to God,
Mury turned her steps to the cottage where
lay the weak mother, whose foolish pride and
indolence had been the cause of such sin and
SOITOW.

On cutering the second girl who was a sharp,
pert thing, came quickly forward to ask her,
“ what news of Bessy ?”’

« Come up to your mother’s room, and try
and be a comfort to her, when you learn whut
news 1 have of your sister,” said Mary.

They went up stzirs, and as soon as Mary
got near her, the mother eried out, “Is she
alive? Tell me quickly; tell me, tell me.”

“Your daughter desired me to thank you
for your forgiveness, and to say that she for-
gave all that injured her; she died a true peni-
tent in her father's and my arme,”

“Tead I screamed the unfortunate mother
and fell back in a swoon on the bed. While
bathing her temples and using other means to
restore her, Mary related to the sceond daugh-
ter the particulars of lier sister’s fll and misery,
and final repentance and death.

The sister was mueh shocked, wept bitterly,

and begged to be allowed to go and see her

sister’s body before it was closed up in its Jast
resting-pluce.

“Your father and Brady will see about the
coftin to-morrow,” replied Mary;  your going
there will of course depend upon your mother’s
gtate,”’

Mrs. Sheer went from onc swoon into
another, and Mary in much alarm, sent for a
doetor, who, on feeling the patient’s pulse,
shook his head.

“She will not last the night,” he said.

Poor Mary was quite overcome. She im-
mediately sent 2 message to her husband to
prepure Sheer for this {resh shock, and bring
him home, since his wife might very likely ask
for him, After very powerful stimulants, the
poor wowan revived, and at onee asked for her
husband, whe, fovtunately was at hand.

She spoke in a low tone, 1 see it all now, ' d
but too late, too late; I have caused the ruin | thoughts, words, and

and death of my child, and perhaps more,”
and she sank back on the pillow, dead everyone
in the room was petrifiel—dead, without con-
fession of hor sins, ufter neglecting her soul so
many years ; terrible! most terrible !

The wretched daughter secemed turned to a
statue ; she stood staring at her mother, ghastly
pale, horror struck. Brady supported Sheer
out of the room, and the strong man fainted
away as they got into another apartment.—
When his senses returncd, unothing could ex-
ceed his anguish. He declured he had killed
his wife, and nothing could calm him; for
hours, Brady tried all argument and persuasion
Iz vain, At length, tired nature gave way,
tnd the balm of sleep came to relieve the ex-
hausted spirit. :

Ina few days the carth had reccived both
mother and child. Let us not dwell longer on
this painful scene; let us only say, eGod be
merciful to all the departed.”

Chastisemente | how they draw us to God,
t0 a sense of our sinfulness; what a blessing
they are ! ' .

- Sheer became 2 sober, religious man, and no
longer neglected the call of God, nor the warn-
ing voice of Hirs ministers, Alas! in health
and prosperity they are contemned; but when
God strikes us with the rod of cortection, then
thelr wigsion of consolation is earnestly sought

- %ad . meciated. Fathar Smiths exhortations
~ +0w listened to, “and: ere logg'he whe had

he corpse and promised to guard it/

bud example to the younger ome.  Margaret’s

A finery was all cast aside; neat, plain attire, and
ary saw the poor penitent had de- J ] - P ,

serupulous cleanliness, took place. and by the
end of 2 few months Mary had another reward
for her good example and good works. in the
entire change this lately-wretched abode ex-
hibited.  Sheer’s earnings, now being prudently
spent move than sofficed  for Lis expenses, and
he was able, after a little time to begin and
save for his old age.

CHAPTER XI
While the events related in the lust chapter

were passing, Mary had met with opeuings for |

placing out lier sccond and third giv], Jure and
Kate, now of the ages of fifteen and twelve. —

{ The lutter, a stout, healthy, tall girl of her
gaged by a Protestant tradesman’s |

age, Was en
wife to look after the children, and be generully
useful,  Mary felt anxious at putting her child
with Protestants; but as she was well instruet-
ed in her religion, and Mary could have {re-
¢quent opportunities of knowing how she got on,

and keeping up her parental influence, tlw‘

good mother thought it best to test at once the
steadiness of lier child.  She gave her much
instruction and wise counsel suited to the cir.
cumstances in which Kate would now be
placed, and the temptations that would be likely
to assail the peculiar dispositions of the girl.

71 have always instructed you, my dear
children, to find out, each of' you, your pre-
dominent fuiling. Now, Kate, tell me what do
you think iz the fault you most easily fall
into ?” said the mother,

« I think, mother, I shall be inelined to get
cross with the children, and easily give way to
hasty temper.”

“That is the passion of anger, my child;
and of course, you will try the more, and strug-
gle the more, when you find such temptations
come, Youare of 2 lively temperament, and
for that reason you will muke a clever servant,
and T am gld you will be engaged in house-
hold work; for Mrs. Kent is a very good
housewife, and has her house kept lik: a new
pin; you can sce your face in her tablex, and
might eat off her floors: and you will be train-
ed with her inté a good method of doing the
work. But you mast learn patiently. Re-
member what a trial it is to a mistress, not
ouly to huave an jgnorant girl to teach. but to
have the eross made greater by the ill-temper
of 2 servant; show yourself, then, a Christian
girl, by zeal in fulfilling the wishes of® your
superiors with cheerful alucrity; you have got
permission to attend to your religious duties,
and it will give your Protestant nnstress a
sorry opinion of your religion if it docs not cn-
able you to be exact in the duties of your state
of life. (et up ut a regulur hour overy morn-
ing, and never leave your bed-side without
kneeling down te thank God for His protection
during the night, and to beg His help for the
ay to come; and if you ofer up all your
actions to Him, begging
His grace to do all in a manuer pleasing in His
sicht, He will cnable you to overcome all
temptations and dangers.” )

But, mother, if my mistress won't let me
have time to say my Resary, what shall Tdo ?”

«You won't require cspecial time to say it
my child, You can say it and leads of other
prayers while you arc doing your work, of
nursing the baby, or doing your sewing. And
now that I think of it, one thing you will I
hope be particular in, and that 15,.\\'hcn you
take the children out, never to pick up ac-
quaintances among the other girls who are
nursing. When I am out I often sce 2 lot of
them sitting or playing together, and the poor
little infants tumbling about, aud not minded
by those giddy nurscmaids. There are few
acquaintances you can make that will benefit
you, or, indeed, not do you harm; so keep to
yourself, and be on your guard against the art-
Ful persussions of any of the people around
you; let no one ever get you to toucharticle an
belonging to your employers; and if at any
time the keys aro left in the cupboard, or you
are sent there for anything let no temptation
induce you to touch a grain of sugar, or any
other nice thing you may see. Some children
can never pass a jam-pot without dipping their
finger into it,"and tasting ik Touch it not any
more than poison; for God @ thers present,
although your ‘mistress msy wet be, and He
will punigh the
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Her futher kept her at !

gia, thaugh ne one alse koow it.’

Deny yourself, aud offer it up to God, and Ile
will give you strength to resist still greater
temptations. and finally reward you amply.
But if you begin by fulling in a small sin of
tuking a Jump of sugar, or telling a trifiing wn-
truth, you will go on to greater offences, and,
perhaps, from these small beginnings, finally
lose your soul; fur Joe full all at ence Dty
great sius. The devil gets over us first by
smadl affeiers. dll we get accustomed to evil,
So, my ¢hild, if ever you commit a fuulsof any
kind, go at onee to your mistress, snd humbly
acknowledge it, bepging forgiveness mnd pro-
mising never to offend agnin,  Prowmise to re-
member all this, Kate.”

T do, mother,™

**And let no example of others cver change
! your respectaful manner to superiors always
standing up, wd  auswering  respeetfully to
tiew, wud curtsying when you meet ladies that
you know. T can't bear to rec the rude. pert
mnners of poor peuple’s children now-a-days.
Huving no curly teaching to wuke them think
of uny one but themsclves, they grow up brut-
i ishy seltish men and women, I went into a
! pereon’s house not long ago, whea all the chairs
In the room were oceupled by the children,
jand not one of them stood up to offer me «
pseat. ARSI thought, if my husband was
!_vour father, he'd make you jump.’. See. my
{dear Kuate, how displearing rude manners are,
! Go pow, wy child, and don't neglect to pray
for your father aud mother very often.”

< (b, mother, T always do; wd T will do
as you tell me, and be us good a girl ax T pos-

sibly cun.”

-« And you, Jane,”” said Mary. turning to
Jane, the clder one, when the little Kate had
left the room. «what think you will be your
weak point? what will most try you in your
new way of life ?”

" ¢ Ah, mother, you know it better than T do
cwyselt, T am naturally indelent, and sulky in
my temper, and I am frightened by others, and
often wanting in courage to do what is right.”

“That makes mc more anxious about you,
June, than even Kate, although she is younger,
Your timid nature 2t home lus never been
frightened into fulsehood from fear, but now
you are older, and you must be courageous in
what is right, no matter what it cost. ONE
GREAT FEAR ALONE SIIOULD POSSESS YOU, THE
PEAR OF Gob,  Qur Lord says,—* Fear not
hin that kills the body, but fear him, that, uf-
ter he has killed the body, can cast both body
and soul into hell!  Let that fear, my child,
take such hold of you ag it ought, and all litde
worldly fears will depart.  Remember again
that no one is respected that is not firm and
determined tn what is right,  Always get your
duty before your mind, aund, remembering the
awlul eye of God, let no one turn you {rom it.
{ Axk God's help zealously to enuble you to ful-

fil your duties; keep up to the rules Iaid down
Din the family you serve, and diere will be no
{fear. You have a kind heart: think, then,
“how trying i indolent, lazy servant must be
bto a lady of smull mewns, who can only keep
one or two. I am giad you will have plenty to
do, and the more you feel your inelinutions to
be slow and inactive, the more lively and quick
you must foree yourselt' to be.  The lady
knows you arc inexperienced, for T told ber
that all that you knew 1 had taught you, I
ihink it 2 most shameful deceit for a girl to go
to u situation and undertake what she is not
fitted for, 23 many do, acking as high wages us
well-taught servants, when they are fumentably
useless, und ouly intreduce coufusion and -
noyauce into fumilics.  You will, no doubt,
have to meet with difficulties md annoyunces
| from your fcllow-servants, Remember you are
i never to see your employers robbed without
f putting a stop to it, nor any injury done them
in any way. Keep from petty gossip, and never
speak of the affairs or secrets of the fumily, for
that is « kind of treachery; and the mischiels
and harm thus caused continually by servants’
tattle fres to be answered for.  Continually ser-
vauts grumble and arc dissatisfied at what is
providéd for them, and at everything they are
to do, never reflecting that their time is their
muaster's and it matters not whether 1t be spent
in one oceupation or another. Then aguin, if
you by-sloth or carclessness injure or spoil any-
thing of your master’s you are bound to make
gatisthetion.  Justiee obliges you to beas care-
ful of what 1s under your charge as if it were
your own; you arc bouud to be as diligent and
perform as fuithfully the service you undertake
when you are without a witness, as when your
mistress’s eye is upon you; and when you go
to confession, carefully examine yourself as to
how you have fulfilled your duties and be.open
in accusing yonrself of evéry fault. Servant-
gitls sometimes have 2 low habit of curiosity,
listening always'to what is said in the parlour,
never getting hold of a letter or piece of paper
that is left about without reading its contents,
and such like, I hope, my child, that when
you sco this in any one, you may show your
disappreval of such ways; for”I know you
yourselt will never fall into them.” -

« T hope not, mother ; you have taught me
different ways to those.” i

«Yes, Jane, I have done my best to make
my children Cbristians.  The ouly anxiety I
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shall have will he about your natural
and sometimes sulky temper.”

* O, mother dear, [ will try all T cam to
overcome those faules,”

» Thank you. Jance, that comfirtsme, T can
never forget how uncomfortable 1 was once with
a fellow-servant who had o sulky temper.—
When her mistress spoke to her she wouldu't
answer, and when  chided for a faul. always
would reply saucily,  Our mistress used to say
she felt it sueh a trial o have such differens
tempers to deal with fu hier servants, and, often
when overwhelmed with many cares and trials,

indolence

to find so littde heart in her servauts, whom she |

cared for, and gave every comfort to, was griev-
ous,”

I don't think T will tvy my mistress so, if
I can possibly help it,” said Jane,

“ 1 you will do a3 you would be done by,
you will not.” amswered her mother,  + Follow
the example of your sister Mary Aun, who, by
degrees, has become such an unselfixh sond

giel.”

= Oh, but.” said Mary Ann, who had cone |

in on some errand just at this mowent, 1 not
only had @ good example in you, but my fol-
low-servimt, where T oam, s such a elp to me
in fier wood example and Christinn conduet.—
She is never idle one moment, she is never
tired serving God and man, and seems to think
she can’t do enough for hoth.  You know in
what order she keeps  the furniture; she rubs
and brushes and cleans everything as it it was
her own taking as much pride in the house
looking nice and neas us mistress does; and
besides that, it would astonish you to hear the
amount of rood she does to the poor,  Fvery
day she hus some little miess ready to take or
send to one or another. A few roast-fowl bones
collected, she boils into a eup of delicious broth
for one: a nice basin of gruel she makes for
another,  She turns little things to account
that no ane clse would think of,  Sometimes
she mzkex clothes for the poor infuuts, using
up old scraps of her own. And when I say,
‘I never saw such a bee as you are, Jemima,’
she replies, ‘Don’t you see how fust time is
come with me, I want you up stairs for a min-
ute.” The lad at once obeyed, although with
u startled look. When they got into another
room, he locked him in, till he ent some one
into the shop, and theu returning to the culprit,
told him he knew ], and made him band out
the marked money. The boy did not attemps
to deny his cobbery, and iu the belief that Mr.
Grend knew of ull that he had taken, he told
that he had sold some of the zoods, and would
give him the money he got for them ; und the
rest he had hidden in the stores to take away,
where it would be found,

- My father knows nothing of it ; it8will kill
him to hear this of me,” the lad eried out.

* Hush, T do not wish to expose you; [ will
spare you for yaur futher's suke, il you return
me at once all you huve of my moncy and
goods.”

“Oh, Twill, T will;  Oh, why was T ever
tempted by those villaing1”

“ Hear me, Sheer. T cousent to let you go,
on condition thut you enlist at once, and so yrot
away from your evil companions; snd let it be
i cause of thanksgiving 1o God that you are
spared to repentance, and to redeem your char-
acter. I will tuke means to obtain your father's
leave for your enlisting, and you need not give
him any cause to suspuet the sin you have com-
mitted.”

The boy fell on his knees in a passion of
tears and gratitude, and promised that to his
death hie would never forget his master’s good-
ness, and would never again fall into such
erimes. ‘

Mr. Grend let him out privately, and when
Brady came up he told him what had oceurred,
and thought it best that he (Brady) should not
appear to be acquainted with anything that had
taken place. ¢ All you need do,” suid he, i3
to reconeile his father to his enlisting.”

That same evening Brady ealled in to see
the clder Sheer, in order to reconcile him to
his boy's leaving.

The afflicted man said he took it as another
punishment for not making their mother more
strict with them, but he hoped the army disci-
pline would help to steady him. The poor
man had, happily, no suspicion of the real na-
ture of the case, attributing his son’s depression
of spirits to leaving him, as he wus to be
marched off immediately.

After a weck had elapsed, Mr. Grend sent
for Brady, and told him that, as he knew he
owed the recovery of so much of his money and
goods to Charlie, and as the boy was so stendy,
active, and clever at his pen, it wes his inten-
tion to promote him into the shop at a salary of
twenty pounds a year, and his dinner, to be in-
creased as he grew older and more useful.—
Brady was quite overcome at the good fortune
of hig son, and thanked Mr, Grend most heart-
ily, as did the boy himself, both declaring that
they had only done their duty in the sight of
God, in making known to Mr. Grend his losses,

¢ And oh, father,” said Charlie, as they
walked towards home, < T shall now be able to
repay you and mother for all yowr care and
good bringing up of me.” -, o

¢ Thanks to God, my lad,” ‘replied his father,
“ Yaat you kave beod 5o far preseryved frem the
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snares and temptations of the world, and that
our vare and anxiety that you should alt be
}wood Christians has not been in vain, T feel
sure you never will he a selfish and untecling
child.” ‘
{+ 1 dow't understand, father, how people that
are selfisl ean be catled Christians,”
© oAb my boy, you have many sad things o
chear of and wender at yet in this Tad world.”
{ Mary blessed God for Der son’s prudence and
success, and both parents lnnbled  themselves
cthe more before God for the many blessines
[that were heaped upon them,

CHATI'TER XV,

Mary had gt leagth perswaded their womd
friend dones to think of Esther RBell as a wife
in place of Mary Aun. When it was first pro-
poxed to Iim by Mary, he declared that undess
she could answer for Bsther being ax good and
steady & ¢il as Mary Aun, and would teach
her good uemagenment Lersedf, he woull not
seck after her. Mary was able to satisfy him
Fon these Dieads, and when she saw  Bsthor she
natmed it to Ter andasked her what she thonelht,
jand if she conld get to Le as economienl and
Puanaginge ag x wite in her station should b,
Esther replied that she liked what she had
seen md known of Jones, mud would do her
best to make him happy, = If, Mr=. Brady,”
she added, « you will only be s goud 4s to
fshow me, and give me some fustraction. [ think
| T should wet on pretty well,”

1 owill do that, and weleome: and now 1711
tell Jones he wnst speak to you himsell,”

So, ere long, it was settled between theny and
Mary helped Jones to get things prepared,

But w event occurred which delayed the
wedding for u time,

Ever since his son's enlisting, Sheer had
seemed unusually restless and unsettled, and it
ended in a determination to leave his coteage
and cmigrate to Australia,  He and his daugh-
ter got free passagres in o government vessel,
anil started, with the best wishes of those kind
friends who had helped them so mueh. < You
have been a mother to we,”” said Marearet. s
the tears fell down her face; + 1 shall never
forget you for all I owe you. Dow't fear, 1
shall not now full away; at least 1 hope not.
I know better now (han 1 once did.”

* God bless and protect you,” said Mary;
*it is ample recompense, for any little pains |
took with you, to se¢ you now such a good
steady girl.”

Aund with many tears the girl took her de-
parture, .

Jones £t once took advantage of their cottage
being vacant, and engaged it for himsclf, It
was painted and nicely  cleaned up, and Mary
elped Exther and him to buy the necessary
furniture,

Esther had only ten pounds saved up, but he
had the same. aud she raid, while she had wot
muel to do shie would earn what she conld at
ber needle, at which she was very haady.

When the time was near, Esther left her
place, and came to the Bradys to stuy for o fow
days previous to the marriage.  Mr. Tims gave
her some  useful houschold  articles, and cuch
fellow-servant some little present, and so the
wedding day arrived. Mury Ann was brides-
waid, and her two brothers stood with the
bridegroom, and a pleasant, happy face Jones
had as he stood at the altar of God, where they
both that morning had received their Lord in
the Holy sacrament.

Tisther was dressed in o brown gown and
shawl, at Jones's request, and o plain, neat
straw bonuct, with white ribbon plainly put on;
he said she wanted nothing but neatness 1o set
off hier sensible, sweet face, and he would have
no flaunting finery on his wife. IFrom the
altar they returned to Brady's to hreakfust,
and after that, Jones conducted his nice little
wife to her howe, and kissed and wished her
much happiness in it.  They had a quiet morn-
ing, but spent the evening with the Bradys,
whose sitting-room wus highly taxed to hold all
the puests, A fine hot joint and many good
things were luid for supper, and many kind
words were said by one friend or another, to
wish the newly-married all happiness. The
party did not separate without promising to
Jones to keep his wedding-feast on the Sunday
eveniug following,

On that duy Jones and Esther received their
most. intimate friends and well-wishers in their
little dwelling, The first. and most esteemed
of 2ll, we may be sure, were the Bradys. But
the crowning event of the cvening was the en-
trance of Father Smith, their good pastor, who
knew the meeting was to take place, and that
it would gratify his people to appear at their
feast, The render has to be told that ere
Jones entered his home, he requested Father
Smith to come and bless his house, and pray
that the blessing of od might be on it. Fa-
ther Smith now chatted kindly and pleasantly
with them for half-an-hour and when the sup-
per appeared, drank their health in a tumbler
of pure water. which was his usual beverage,
¢ and the best for those that required no me-
dicine,” he said. : L

“ But, my friends,” added the good pastor.
@ While we wish the newly-married pair all
blessings, and congratulate Jones on the great -

favar be has roseivod: of being alled. 1o the.
trug’ Chorch of Olrdat, which will lead “hiz in




