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BEAUTIES 0F NATURE-AND ENGLISH.

FlAR, far abave. la the azure brighit,
ISoars wvith rapici wiag tha circling Iight;

Scsnýning %vith hungry eyes the scene
Spresd aut belaw; wvhile bis bady Icone

He longs ta staff:-
But of hlm enuif.

I'urn we now to thase fair droaping baughis,
l3eneath Nvhich feed the patienit caughs,
And har<, as a usturalist nat'rally dcs,
'ru the sang of the bues as they safcly bues

Prom flowver ta flawer,
Ail the happy hawer. E. W L.

A PIANO PRODIGY.

E l DITOR O]" GRIP-Si R,'-Attracted.
Sby the fulsoine announiceuients, 1

went te hear Otto Hegnecr, the "wouder-
I fui child pianist." I cannet say, I "'as

ver), iuch disappeinted, for-, te tell thc
truth, Otto is a sinart little boy, and really

Splayed vcry well indccd. But, sir, 1 arn
ai Canadian patriot, and I protest against
the ever-niuchi encouragement of foreîgn

indusry-I sup~pose piano playing imy be caltcd an in-
dustry when it is a mattcr of business-to the detrimient

-of homne labor-piano ptaying is certainty labor lu sonie
cases. Nowv, there is rny littde son Alfred John, euh'% ten
ycars of age-two years less chan littie H-egner. Mou
neyer see a word about hlmii lu the pajiers, and bis te-
markable talents are neyer the topic of conversation lu
pelite society, and yet, sir, lic bas a mnost wenderful
taste for the piano. Every tinte the parlor door ks Ieft
epen the cute little fellow is lu there, percheci up on the
steel and peuniding away at the ivory like a real grown-up
professor. fle has the sarne trick as 1-legner of slipping
off thc stool se as te reach the notes at the end of the
kcy-beard, and I eau truly say luis touchi is, if any-
thing, heavier than that of the littie Gernian. I have ne
car for music mnyscif, but I aum sure Alfred Jolhn plays
tunes. They seund te me lîke highi classical music-
flats, sharps and things al mnixed up together, yeu know,
wîthout any cennectien te speak ef. H-ow lie ever caine
te learn themn I can't imagine. It's a case of pure
genlus, sir. Se great is his passion fer the plane tint he
gees at it regardless of the condition of bis hands, which

tare frcqucntly daubed ever with jani or moetasses, and
when he gets carried away with the divine afflatus lie
threws his seul jute the werk te such an extent tlhat he

bas broken about a doe of the kcys. Knowiug you te
lie the genereus patron et native talent-and especialiy
of talent which takes au artistîc direction, I theught it
uuy duty te bring this mnarveleus Cauadian prodigy te
the kuewledge ef the public. Meurs, etc.,

ALI'RED JOHN SQUIRK, SR., <H/s fa//ier.)

A LITERARY STAR.

D LUGWINCH-" I arn a great admirer ef Saltus'
'novels. It i the best werk ef the kind donc now-

a-days. There is a vigor, an ebjectivcncess, se te speak, lu
bis writings whichi reuders hlmii a brighit particutar star in
tlic literary firmiaientt.-"

JeAQUER-" Cotisideraibly more ' bright ' than ' parti-
cular', I sheuld say, and if lie is a star at ail lie miust
beteng te tlie Zola systeni."

PUBLIC SCHOOL CRU ELTY.

MUICH is saîd nw-ady abotu
enlighitcned school systcui, but there

is evidieitly a necd fer thic infusion cf
- ~ more cemmein sense iute the uietheds

o, f sine of the Pu1blic soels. iieing

tY in a pleasant home lu one ef our west-
ern towus a few days age ire fouud the
1parients taînctïuig thie run.down- physical

~'\ condition of their littie daughiter, agcd
tweveas heresult ef a terni of bar-

'l . il' arous "examnations." As ani exauîple
'lit of the retinetiients ef cruetty inf¶icted

on tliis child and ethers tike lier 'vo appiend the following;
cotmposition, one of a nunîber on equaUly attractive and
juicy- suhjects required ef ber:

THE QIJEIEC ACT.
Thle Quebec Act was passed lain . ta please the French

Canadians wbei liad lîeen cenre(_ýd b>' jcu Englishi. They ctid
nat likoc the Englisli laws and thue way the English haëd ef holdjing
land.

Se Englsnd gave thcm the tuelîec Act which enargud the
limiita assignued ta the Province af Quebeu. delinied thase limits
wlîich incluctec apparently in the athur turrîtory thte wheole af
what iras farînely Upper Canada. The French wvere allewed te
have French Civil Lawvs and EgihCriminal Laivs. AndI ,dso
they were ailawud ta îcuep their ewn religion which was Romian
Catholic aad their own anguagu rhîich \vas French, AndI they
xvere allowed to have a Legisiative Cauncil ta bu. campased cf
nat luss thien seventeen and net more than twunt>'.chrue nenîbers
ef bath Frenclh and Englishi.

Lt îîas nat a gaad thing for Canadla as it made the Englishi
settiers dissatisfied.

_c---

-- -**-n~

c'-__- ____

THE POLITICAL BICYCLIST.-No. I.


