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A CRUSHER.
,JDL'LEsI 1I should think you woîild be ashamed to wa
another woman's liair on your head!

2dIRs. J.-'l And 1 should think voit wouId be ashanied to wear
atnother.gheep's wool on youîr backi!

THE GRANGE AT MUDVILLE.

MUDN-ILLE GRANG E hcld its usual înontlily nmeet-
ing last Monday, ini the house of Abrahami Post-

hole. The attendancc wvas but meiagre, owing to a dog
figbt then raging ini the taverfi opposite. However,
Stephen Whippletry, David I)osey, Moses Raspberry,
j oseph Klevis, with t)eacon Punkin and the host, con-
stituted à quorum, so, Mien the pipes had been Iighted,
and the spittoon shuffied into a central position, Deacon
Punkin took the chair wvith the customrary formalities.

The chairman stated that hie had received a letter froin
a friend in Ohio, deploring the prevalence of oleomnargar-
ine. This state of things contained a soleinn warning to
Canadianis. Unless farmers bestirred theniselves, the
butter of the future would corne more fromi the steer
than the cowy. Things seenied to b l "stearine " that way.
He (the ehairman) could not rcflect on the possible
extinction of this noble animal witbout ernotion. She
should flot be surrendered to Western stock-breeders with-
out a struggle, neither should we allow bier strain to
degenerate %y mixture with the iron-tailed species kept
by Eastern miilkrnen. Are the tender meniories asso-
ciated Nvith the word "lboss>'" to be snufled into oblivion
at the comniand of tallow bosses ? Are the allusions to
this historie quadruped, enshrined in the immortal mel-
odics of ïMother Goose, to bc allowed to fade into anach-
ronisns ? Should wc not strive to hand dowvn to posterity
in unimpaired significance that touching and beautiful
ballad which commemorates that wonderful triumnph in
dornestic architecture, the I-buse that jack built ? Must
the "cow wvith the crunipled horn," and lier charming
nmistress, the beautiful milkmaid, becomie obsolete charac-
ters ? He did flot fear for the "lman ail tattered and
tomn." As long as there remained one who followed the
ploughi, that scare-crow figure of speech would 1e well
enough understood. But the position of the cow is
more instable.

Abrahami Postbole thought that the cow would hold
bier own in one shape or another, but there ivas one.
time-honored institution connected with the dairy which
wvas seriously tbreâtened. He referred to the one-legged
milking stool. A machine liad been invented, cornbining

pail and stool, xvhich, if generally adopted, would render
archaic one of the simplest and rnost beautiful devices
known 'to husbandry. Speaking of associations, what
article is richer in these than this accoinmodating con-
trivance to check gravitation ? Mounted on an old bar-
rel stave, it made a noble forerunner of the toboggan
down the sn-toothi hillside in front of the little red school-
house of boyhood miemories. H-e (the speaker) deplored
any attenmpt to reduce it into its original elements, two
pieces of kindling-wood. He, for bis part, would neyer
practice sitting on a watering-can and milking ini a fun-
nel. It was a poor rccommendation of this newv-failgled
notion, that a kicking cow could not spill the contents.
WVhen a cowv kieked, the great ivant wvas soniething handy
to hammier hier with, and the one-legged milking stool
filled the bill. Let us not go baek on this old relie.
The speaker concluded bis plea for the retention of
ancient forms w'ith the remark that lie was glad to knowv
that, the price of the threatened innovation beillg $1-75,
placed it above the reaeh of the average 'Mudville
fariner.

Stephen Whippletry said that speaking of innovations
reniiinded himi to deplore the rapid disappearance of the
old snake-rail fences, their place being too often filled by
barbarous N-ire. The latter should be made illegal. Hie
feit a little sore on tbis subject, having scrambled through
one of those outlandisb barriers on coniiing,, to this mneet-
ing across lots. Hie wvas, in consequence, in no sort of
condition to appear in public, unless it were as a fancy
dress characterîzation of that hero latcly mentioned, the
CCman ail tattered and tomn." Hie miourned, like a
Hebrew prophet with rent garrnents, the rem-oval of
those old landmarks, the snake fences. Therc wvere a
few points about them, perhaps, wvhich a progressive
fariner mighit consider drawvbacks, but such points con-
nected wvith their poreupine substitute wvere simply
innumerable.

The meceting closcd without singing the National
Anthini. WILLIA.1 McGiLL.

A ROYAL ROAD TO LEARNING.

T HiE scheine set forth in the following advertisement,
whieh appears in several.of our Englîsh exclianges,

is of such general benefit that wve bave decided to give it
the advantagc of the larger and more eite circulation of
GRIP :UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE and INFORMATION 0F-UFICJi (founded by Lord Truro), ig Southampton-street,
Bloomsbury-square, W.C. ANSWERS QUESTION~S, là-a1es
Researches, and Supplies Information on every subject.-For
prospectus, setting forth terras and conditions, address the Sec-
retary.

Who, after sucb an announcernent, will dare to repeat
the well-worn n-axini that Ilthere is no royal road to
learning ?" Here it is for you. If a supply of informa-
tion, cut and dried, upon Ilevery subject," docsn't fi11 the
bill, we sbould like to know wvhat would. 0f course wve
shall imniediately avail ourselves of this invaluable vade
mnece-if the ternis don't corne too bigh-and endeavor
to set at ,rest at once and forever a number of vexed
questions and time-honored mysteries wvhich, have
bitherto laeked solution. The following are a few of the
queries which Nve propose to submnit to this omniscient
body:

Whbo were the parents of Caîn's first wife?
Where wvas Moses when the light wvent out?
Who struek Win. Paterson, Esq. ?


