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nﬁ rgllef from. the gloomy so! u,:tude m,whtch she bad hved .an es-’ should be‘arranggir Such.a, ,meno,er a.s, sS40, h have a mutual .relotxon;
it

ca q t:‘som the heartless pe‘,‘ople by;whom she had,b,eensurropndql,rm

te: trme of. trml the restomtron’qf the old;man’s hea]th alnd
-&,&% and ia”llt'e“of tranqml hapbfrless. Sun,_ and stream‘, 'and-
me‘iilov, and sun'z)mer days, shone hngl}tly in, her v;.ew, and there
was‘no darL tmt m all,the sparl\hng prc.ure,: g

s e 7

The old’ mau had sleﬁt for some hours,soundly.lnﬁ l’l§ .llﬁd ,“,'.ld
she \?as yet busrlv envaged_ nl i)reparmo for, therr flight, T There'
were a few arucles of clothu}g Slfor herself 0 cogry, and a few for,
brrh old garments sugh.as became therr fallen (fortunes, lard out"
fo wear . lind'a staﬁ' to sugport hrs feehle steps, put, read) fonn bis

’ mse. But’thrs wss not all her tasl».., for now. she must vmt the old
“yooms for the last trme 7

And.how”drﬂ‘erent was the partmg -vrth them from (B0, she ‘had
‘eSpegted and most of all from thut whrch she lmd oftenest prctured
to hershlf. Howcould she ever have thoucrht of blddmg thqm fare—
“well 12 tnumph, when the recollection of the many hours, she had
passed among them vose to_her sw relling heart ‘and made her, fecl
 the msh a cruelty, lonelv and sad thouo'h meny of those, hours had |
“beent She, sat at the wmdow where she h'rd spent s0, many even-

ings—darker far than this—and. ever Y, thoug_ht of hope and oheer—
" fulness“that had occurred to her in that place came uvrdly upon
her ‘mind and blottecl out all rts dull and mournful assocmtrons in
an instant, » :

Het own httle room }oo w hcre she had s, often hnelt down and
prayed at nwht-—-prayed for the trmc wlnch she hoped was dawn-
ing "now—the little t room ‘where she had slept s0 peacet‘ullv. and
(lreamed such pleasunt dreams—rt was hard not to be alleto Olans:e
roun?l rt once more, and tp be forced to leaxe 1t wrthout ‘one Lmd
wotd or gmteful tea.n There wcre. same tnﬂes there—-poor useless

’ 1hm"s—-that she nould have lzked to take away 3 but that was, nn-

®

‘ p0551ble. o ]
Tlns brouoht to “mind her Dird, her poor bird, who hung there
)et She wept bitterly for, the Joss of Hliis ittle creature——untrl
’ t:he Jdea occul red'to, her—-she did not ltnow how or why it came
Jnto her head—that it mrght by some means full into the hands of
Klt who would l.eep it for her sake, and think perhaps that she
‘had lel‘t it belund in’the’ hope that be might have it, and as an as—
" surgnee th at she wns grateful to him: She was-calmed and com-
forted by the thou'rht, and #ent to Test wrth a lrghter heart

B -
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bnt with some ‘.mn object. rmattamed which ran distinctly throuo'h
them all she a.woke to find that_ it was yet night, and that the stars
" were shmmrr brrghtly in the sky_ At length the day. began to
"hmmer and the stars to grow pale and dim.  As soon as she uzas
sur;e of thls, sl.e arose, and dressed herself for the Journey

. ;l’rom many drcams of ramblmg through light and sunny places,
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TASSO ’.‘. T S

' f.v.

lt wns Justly observed by

Voltarre,'that in the ¢hoite of Tis' sub éet Tasso i is superlor to 'Ho-
mer l"’Whateyer intérdst fradition’ mrght have attached amonrr the
’Greelts"'Y ‘the wrath® of “Achrlles and the dbath of Hector, was
slwht to those' genume recollectfons which wwete assocrated‘ with the
fivst crusade Ty was viot'thé theme of a smrrl'e peoplc, but Eu-
rope; not'a ﬂuctuamn tradition, but certain’ “history ; )et hrstory
" so far remot¢ from the poet’s time, as to adapt itselt to his” purpose
wrth almast the’ xnﬂenbrhty of fable. “Nor could the - subject have
“been chosen so well'in arother age or country 5, it was stili"the holy
CWAT, “and the sy mpathres ‘of his readers were easil y exeited for reli
“gious chivalry ;, but, in It.rly, this wasno lonn-er an absorbing sen.
”trment, ‘and ‘the stern tone' of’ brgotry, which perlnps mrght still
have been requrrqd from a ("astrhzu) poet, would: have been dissor
nant atmdsz the soft notes that charmed the coyrt of Fer er;rara.

3

Ihrs grqzt poem arose from the union of the dommnnt clessrc;ul :

taste wrth the lmger.m«r love of romance or chrvalrv, blended as it
ucre, and harmomsed by the stronrr rebc*rons teclmrr which, Had
" arisen out of the revlvm"’ Catholtcrsm Tasso ln;nself i, the irtes
frao'able authonty for his own, deswn of ]zar‘momsmg m one poem
the noble characterrstrcs uf the modern romance and the ancrent

' epic; the rzclmess qnd varrety of the one, ith the symmetry nnd ,

' umty of the gtlxer The t“roer and sensrt;ve temperament of Tas-

so, v.hrch turned away ‘in unconquerable repugnance from the stu:
dy ‘of the law, apphed itself wrth the scvcrest study to the prrncr- )

“ples of" poetlcal criticism,.  An ep:c poet at the age of cmhteen,
bis Rinaldo had already something of the union ot‘ chiv alrons ins
terest and adventure, with 3 simpler fable. * But in his discourse op
heroic poety, which: M. Ranke dssigs to. the twefity-first year of
his age (a.p, 1364), Tasso developed the whole theery of his poe-
. tical design.
ty of the world, he procceds, “Sodo 1 concerve that by an excellent
poet, whu is called divine for no reason but because he resembles in

After an_eloquent descnptron of the variety and uni-

lus worL the Supreme Artrﬁcer, a poem mig oht. be formed, in whrcll,‘

' as in a little world mrght be read, here the arr«y of arnies; here
battlcs b) land and 508, sieges, skrrmrshes. smgle combats, joust-
mgs here descnp.t:ons of famine and of droufrht tempests, con-
ﬂagratxons, prodmes, there mrght be found the COUllCllS of celes-

tral and mfernal bemgs, sedltrons, wandennns, chances, enchzmt-.

ments, there, deedc of crqelry, of' darmg. of coyrtesy, of generosx-

y; there love-adventures, ‘happy or nhappy, joyous or melancho-’

_dy 1t,' nevertheless, the poem W comprehemls this variety
; mwht be one, one m form and -;prnt and that all these things
i

and correspondem:e,1 ﬂ;.deﬁ‘l e e}t}xeoof .necissny or of \erlsl-;g
mlhtude upon each other, S0 :tbat onerpart erther taken” awa) ot

'l'he“subject'choaenaby Tzlsso"fon hig' gréat” poem’ 'eomhmed*wlthl

, lfsmlfular fehc'.ty the ttuth of*‘hrstory*wllh Tthe’ rlohoct‘fohon.vr-lt

lay—m & peuodfm vhlch “hrstory“rtself Wi rotdatice ; aln Which- the
2 mldest"adventures of- éhn'alty mmvledm'lth lthe ‘vividUeslities of

3its sacred’ assocmtr‘ons, $6! 'nch'm*wonde

satraps and sultaus—m battlc-ﬁelds where the turbaned. andémis-
behevmc ‘hosts swarmed in myrmds-‘—*the, realms ‘oF bounidless
1 wealth ‘of pride, of magic, ofséduitive’ bcauty,‘and ofrvaloir which
-moade‘its- chieftaids worthy’ nntagomsts o thenoblest “chivalry :
above all, it wa$ awar of religion, it-was' Christendont ugamst'Mo-
* hammedanism, the cross ‘against- the crescent; the’ worslipper of
- Christ'against the Saracen. -}t was.in this:severe ‘and- solt-r'rln“syiil
‘rit,, which the revival:of>Roman Catholieism :had ‘spread ahmost
throughout Italy, that-Tasso conceivéd:and: nccomphshed his'poem.
. Tasso -had beon educated in 2 school:ofithet ‘Jesurts, that: order
which was now in the first outbrexk of its fervent p:etv and’ zep-
Yous intoHerdnce. © He had received the sacramenf at 1fine years
old, and.though comprehending little of the mystic signifidance of
that holy rite, his heart had, been profotindly impressed by the ma-
“jesty of the scene and of~ the: place,: the-' preparation,: the visible
-emotion ‘of the communicants, who stood around with deep” suyp-
‘pressed murmuirs;-or beating their br'éasts.Withwtl.'e'rr“nnn“ds.' “The 1™
* hatred of unbelief and.hzresy,"mingled.up witli all these teep. re-
ligious sentiments, -found its free vent in.a holy war agoinst the 1ns
fidels: whiledhe exquisite tenderness: of ‘Tasso’s'own 'disposition,
- Liis amorous sensibilities; which—ldwever wa dismiss the tale of
bis passionate and fatal attachment to:the royal: Leonara~breathe
sthroughout his -youthful: sonnets and . madrigals,” constantly -re-
L dieved the furocity of barbaroys war, andrthe" terrors of:diabolical
‘enchantment, by gentle and pathetic .touchés: .:: The- Soplronia,
‘the: Raminia, the Gildippe, and éven Clorinna in her ‘last. hours,
.are the creatures of a mind--sensitivel y ‘awake fo all.tharis. pure,
“gentle and exquisite in womaii;. even over Armida herself, before he
parts with:her, the tender. spmt «of “Tasso ‘cannot ‘help throwing
some pathetic. ‘interest, -Jt: is this earnest- rehgrous sentiment
‘which appears to harmonise the wild and incongruous matevials as-
sembled. by Tasso.in his.poem. ;. No great poet, perhdps scarcely
Virgil himself,’ has imitated so copipusly as Tasso.. The .classical
-reader is perpetually awakened to reminiscences of the whole ey-
cle of the Latin poets; but it is all blended and fused togethersiit

}|-into poriip, the, sut’tnecs melts: intp, concert—nevertheless approprx-
ates, as, it were, ar]d anorporates all these. foreig n thouahts, images,
and sentiments. A .3

- That which was the mspxratrpn of his poem,,tlns high; wrmmht
feelm g, was fatal to his peace, ., It is clear: that it, was, no hopcless |
_passion, but:a morbrd gread of relrg:ous ersor, which is the Key {
to his domestrc tragedy.. . He was haunted with the, conscions-
ness that his migd was constantly dallying with . awful’ thoughts:
and preseribed opinions.
quence, deepened lhis doubts—-his doubts aggravated: his ter:or.

14,‘ “rr\

jected lnmself to mqumes and. solemp acquital could -alone
give. rest to - his perturbed spirjt. .,
ly states, the distressing. case, “lje appgared voluntary hefore the
inguisitor:at Bologna, who dismissed him witlr good advice.. . Spon
after he presegted himself before.the: 1nqurs1tor at Ferrara ; he too
gave him ahsolution,  Yet even thig did. not.content him,

“thoritative : he wrote letters to the tribunal of the Inqmsmon at
Rome, to the great mqmsrtor himself, to obtain a more ample ab-
solytion.” ., All this w:th the, degrading sense of his servile and
dependent. Sta.te_.-'.l.'ro the court of Ferrara, the conscioysness of great
-powers,and great pogtic achigvements, which scemed unrequited |
or ughanoured; the envy of his.enemies, which appeared to justify
his mistrust.of all mankind; his ill-judged, if not j])-intentioned
treatment by his royal patrous, who, while they were proud of the
fame which be refleted on. their.court, at-one moment, seem’tp.have
pawpered him with. misdirected lundness, the next.irritated him
by contemptuous harshness—all th\s, embrtterm and exasperating
the religions doubts which he would shake off, but which clung to’
‘lnm-—overthrew at length the harmony of his. soul, and seemed to
_¢all for that restra;nt wlnch, Jf he was net already: mud, must ingvi-
tably maLe him so, '
His poetic mind, .ngver. recovered this. fearful trml Tn, his more.
sober mood, he lard, desperate hands op: lus own 1mmortal pogm,’
wlm.h was happdy lre ¥. too dgeply stamped on the henrts of thie
‘people the musrq ot‘ _ _- ' wrought stanzas was alrcady on the
lips- of the peasant or, the gepdolier, where it is ‘still heard the
poem had been far too wrdel»v dxsse;mnated to submit to the process'
of refcrmatmn, to \wluch be dedrcated some unproﬁ.able years. It
is curious to examme the cold and, pedantrc Giudizio, in which he:
establrshes the prrncrples on whlch Je. chilled do'n n, the. brrght and_
)outhful Gerusalemme Ll.vcrata to thehfeless Sicrusalemme Con-

|is_.hegome completeb,lusmwn his" sustarned,style,\ of which a1t |’
" }.most, the sole \'artgtmn is &011% stately dignity, to, , sometlme@ Jper:
haps  Iyscious; sweetness—m rvlugh the{grandeurmot seldorm sonrs '

- His terror,.as was the natural conse-

“ Tivst,” as, L., ItanLe tru-

Vi it® stehe was placedun the -mawellouf Eest; K’u:l‘depemlent’ot‘ ]
m"whrch?theﬂmiaﬂma- |
“tion of’Europe*hacf*'lonrr wanderédttainong: the corrtsiof oorgeous I

Self-convicted he offered himself in his.agony to scrutiny. ;. he syb- |

WItaps |’
peared .. to . him that. the investigation. had not been s,utﬁcrently‘
searching, and, that the absolution was. ot sufficiently full-and au.

'nuthonty witli rcward to the monartlhy of

8 -tl\emlmla ce‘ mndostro
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‘ CRITIQUE ON TIIE OLD POETS..

o Prom an Introducuontotheworks of Deaumont and’ I’letchor' !

- There nre fet} thmcrs more Mtrnordmary in_ our Old Poets tlmn
the \wlent coutrast bctween what is’ good and wlmt rs had in thexr
verses : )ou pprpetml]y fnd tullps rrroumr' out of sandbaan, li-
ties attached Jike Tichens to the ary’ rocks, you not unl’requen&ly ,

cutch the perfume of Saboatnmrdst the pestllcntml roclts&of Lethe S »

wh'ut' pluck IIcspermn frurt fzom,crnbtrces, mnl alter 'bemg fed
upon ln'“'k?dﬂ‘\’vgsn i \\’nnn.gl‘mr' h
“breakfuist it for the chéd ubrm-—,-three grains of nmbrosm :md Y nut‘
shell crowne&l with nectar, . Tho worl\'s oj‘ these ]Joetxc creutors are
like worlds produced by"o.‘sort of l\lt\mclrean yower, 4 double pripe
crple of Good xmd Evll wherem the' latleg much predonlmates as
to quantum,, but the former is pre- emmeut as to qualtlae, and ench
counteracts the other wrthout pnruse. Or the) arg the’ Desert; of
Ammon, noir presenting us immehse reachgs of dust, wrth here ahd\
therea swnted shrub or tuft of seutch-grass,-- now an ‘easis Nehicli
rupturcs the eye of the mind with verdure the most, luwum\t the
‘nost refr cslnnn' It mny “be hard to dec:du in some cases, ¥ hetller

" this more provoLes or ploases the’ student . cer tamly an Englrsh

blonde looks fuirer if s we hagpipen” to sce hcr nmong the' brunettes of
Cnl'ﬁ arm, ds‘all jewels 1 fire set off b) foil * But, on 1,hc Sther. hand. )

itis drsuvreeable to beprepared for a dose of w nrmwodd by a's) spoon-u

oLl his lole sthl.ly'to B
*ite authonty ot‘ St J‘erome, .

. n.;w K

!leh:ul fall at leoath “‘LE i_‘h,,.‘...t

o
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fql of honey, to step from velvet turf upon slmrp rullble, The ~ m‘;, 3

flowcrs ol‘tlus Antrque erdemess do mdt,et,l Bldom*alo

t )ik
rose on trmmphant brmr, ---whrch prccrous blossomi;h;ﬁg
tgmpt o’ rrarélﬁr, he enerauy lms to wade‘fhrough a'mass 9!3
blewooﬁ nettles, th 163, and robm 'ruff etl;e-edgc,---p%rfhd;i)s p]ump

nncle or; olup N(xlcep mto a lndden pool,---and cemes gu bearmgf:sl

sl tergehee

rosc abovc lus head‘ Ich C:csur snvmv hrs»éommérlthmes‘" butltm—r e
lfl\e Wi bcplerced and bescratchdﬂ "s"’flhe ‘Tigd s t‘olled dBw“‘““ g%

a hrll in, Re"uluss bm‘rel I‘hroughout Benu?mont‘ohd l"'letchex %

poetrc domaln, tiie l:ncllhntre‘se \vho appenrs whcn hulf usrble a’

Venus rxsmg from” the sca‘ isa S) reh and énds’ m W fishi's tull \'l’e
must confess thot Shakspcare lnmselfscrawls byumcs with' a dead-
struck hand, though the hugé’ flaccid grasps betr ays'a Brmreus in
pnralysrs. most often his weakness hecomes’ mumﬂ;st by a wrong
choue of sancct he writes icith dlsproportronntcleng-thmcss round
some futile concext lrke a 'boa strangling i squrrrel or Emmbols un-
_wicldy about a pun, lrLe a whale plnyrnw with a eockleshell, Mil.
ton seetns to have beesour first bird ‘of unttreublc prnron wiho could
sustain himself for a long flight through the loftiest cmpyrean with-
out almost one descent from his sublime lével-—-jn truth a ¢ mighty
Orb of Song,’ wlnch power 50 drvmc prujectcd thit it eouldswerve
‘but little out of*its course till completed . But oyr e.uller poets
are h;.terochte beings, half gw.nts, halt‘ dw arfs, * *

Der lraEs the unsettled und uncoanntlonal state of our lungunge at
that period iy Dave rendered all composrtron very drﬂlcult—-prr-

*

| vateletters prove what, extreing trouble the rrchcst mmds had'to

lay themselves out on p'\ er, the et cducatedl to Use. even cqml?re-
hensrble grammar—and this would go some les gth to\)ards ex-
plaining both why ou, earlier poets produced so much that w ¢ con-.
sider waorthless s: wff, when to produce aught whatever like verse wes
such 4 mrrucle, and, nlso, why they often producc(l paetry fur be— ,
yond ours, as tllClr prodmous offorts to write, congentruted und ex-
alted all thcrr powers, ensuring erthcr srgnul success or furlurc
The great case with which now-a- dms language may be \yrelded
with whicll we can express oursclves m any form or tone’ w1thout
any pdrtrcular ‘effort, without summoning of samming up “our total
encrgies, or putting them to their utmost for the production of
verse, is onereason wiy: mgdern. poetey, while,it-never sinks so fur
beneath the mcdxum herght aS anclent, never rises so far apoveit, A
cultivated lungu'rgc falls of itself into sw eetnesses, w hich s.msfy the
writer and the reader. * d LR

'1 he first remarkable sweetemng and softening, united wrtluwenk-

ening of our peette language into its present ntate, may, 1. think,
be observed in Beaymont and l'letcher for Spcns’er, if e did not

“strengthen it, can hardly be said to have enfeeehled whnt wag ra-.
_ther rough than firm bofore him.

-| English-courser of. the air. to-the highiest wild conditign,s 'till his_

Sh'lkespearc had ‘bred ‘up’ “the

blood became fire and his sinews Nemean ; Ben Jopson, put a
curb in, hrs mouth, subjected, him. to'stuct .manege, und fod him on,
astringement food, that hardened his' nérves to rlgrdlty, but oyr
two authors'took thé reins of*let i run loose over o rank soil,
relaxingall his fibres again, again-to. be.fortified hy - Mrlton, and

again to.be rendered over-ﬂexrble by subsequent pamperers, ndt Jua

i dlclous1ramers or masters

* Such undulations the~strenm'o  gvery,
KO L
4 :

l:an_guage must-exhibit. .
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