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bly ; it is even as 1 would haveit:. let the

Biblc be rejected, or if mer: will read it, that
" will not effectually injure my cause, provided
they dio nothing more; let them not think of
searching for or obeving the truth, lest they
should feel rome conviction on that point:
manage to keep that sharp two-edged sword
sheathed. Or, to' change.the figure, let that
great fountain, to which all may come, be
poisoned with the traditions of men. 1f we
sulfer this sword to remain unsheathed, and
this fountain to sead forth pure waters, it will
vo affect the domestic institution, as effectually
to prostrate my designs in further peopling the
world of despair. There is a mighty effurt
made by tlie friends of trath.—Thaugh their
numbers are small, yet under the mighiy lead-
er, God, they will assuredly take the kingdom,
il we do not arise and use our best efforts.
See to it, that you cause love to cease in (a-
milies. In the church, practice all the decep-
tions possible, substituting counterfeit graces
throughout the entire church,  Let there be
instead of union and btatherly love, jealousies,
heart-burning, backbiting, sedition, and strife,
a love of pre-eminence, and every root of
bitterness, especially in families ; so we shall
succeed in drawing men from the truth. the
only instrument by which the Holy Ghost
works to renovate and save men. Sec what
efforts are now made to wrest that mighty en-
gine, the press, from my grasp: by it | have
long carried on my dexigns.—The press must
he effectually guarded by the most skilllul of
iny emissariex, than which none are more so
than those very persons who profess 1o be the
followers and ambassadors of the Lord. Let
the scoffing consequent upan unbelief go on
and everywhere abound,and let scoffers he fill-
ed with that which they cali the Holy Spirit.hut
in fact, nothing more nor less the working of
their .own selfishness and vain inagination,
d>ceiving and being deccived.  Oniy letithem
b2 induced to keep up this same false zeal and
o:tward show, and their numbers will neces-
swrily be greatly augmented. Let discord and
d’snbedience be kept up in families, and as far
as miay he, let it he increased, until ail natural
affection <hall become extinat ; then we may
stand «till and see the work of destruetion go
on, until he that is filthy will be filthy stitl.

Thuswe have portrayed a picture of the
present state of things. Our readers, with
their Bibles in their hands, on their knees in
o pragerful spirit, must decide whetherit is
according to truth—Prove all things, hold fas
that which is good.

DEATH.
It is difficult to describe the feelings which the
mind experiences on the first sight of a dead
countenance 3 which, when living, was loved
and eateemed for the sake of that soul which
used to give it animation. A deep and awful
view of the separation which has taken place
between the soul and body of the decesned,
since we last heheld him, occupies the feel-
ings ; our friend seems both near and yet afar
of, The most interesting and valuable part
is fled away ; what remains is hat the earthly
perishing habitation, no longer occupied by its
tanant. Yet thefeaturex present the accustom-
ed association of friendly intercourse. Furone
moment we could think them asleep. - The
next reminds us that the blood circulates no
more ; the eye has lost all power of seeing, the
oar of hearing, the heart of throhbing, and
the limbs of moving. Quickly a thought of
glory breaks in upon the mind, and we ima.
gine the dear depactedl roul to be arcived at itg
long wished-for rest. It is nurrounded by che-
rubim and seraphim, and ¥ing the song of Mo-
ses and the Lamb on Mount Zion.  Aniid the
solemn stilness of the chamber of death, ima-

spirita of just men made perfect. In anather
moment, the livid iipa and shrunken eye of the
clay-cold corpse recall our thoughts to-earth,
and 1o ourselves again. Ifthere be a moment
when Christ and salvation, death, judgenient,
heaven snd hell, appaar more than ever to be
momentous subjects of meditation, it is that
which brings us to the side of a cotfin contain-
ing the hody of a departed bieliever. And while
we think of mortality, sin, death, and the
grave, we feel the praver rise in our hosom,
¢« Let me die the Jdeath of the righteous, and
let my last end he like his.”-Rev. Leigh
Rickmond.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENC

REVIVALS OF RELIGION IN SCOTLAND.

The following extracts trom a letter from the
Rev. Norman M’Lend, dated ‘Ciumisrarry Cot-
tage, North Uist, 26th Janvary 1844, will be
read with interest .— )

In reply to your letter of the 8th current | have
pleasure to be able to give a favourable report
of your school in this parish. It was never in
mare nar in such active operation, nor a better
means of conveyiny religions instruction. Yow
teacher, whose character is so well known t.
your Societly as 1o fequite no encomium from tne.”
is most assiduousty engaged, Sabbath and week
days ; and the attendance. especially on sabbath.
far exceeds that of any lormer yearsin his pre-
sent station  Can any thing be more gratifying,
than to see about 120 of the youth of 1hat dis-
(rict solemnly engaged in 1eading the Word ol
God, and in similar religious exercises 7 Yel
such a gratifying’esli.hition may be seen every
Sahbath morning in your schoal at Malaclite ;
and | have every reason to believe a pecnliar
blessing [tom on high atlends the labours ol your
teacher. Besides teaching, Mr. M’Leod, by
iy special 1equest, meets occasionally with the
people of the dstrict in which he labours, for the
purpose of prager and reading the Scriptures.
Perhap your are not aware, that since the (is-
ruption. | have had the chargze of another parish
hesides Trumisgarry, which abliges me to be ab-
sent from the latter every alternate Sabbath, and
oltener. In my absence, Mr. LLeod meets with
the people for the purposes above-mentioned,
and I trust this, as it does notinterfere wilh his

constituents, will mest with thewr entire appro-
hation, especially when [ incntion that on such
accasions striking mavifestations of the Divine
pr: sence and blessing are ohservable,

It is quite true, 1hat a remark ble revival of
religion is at present gomg onin North Uist. h
would occupy too much time and space to lrace
minutely the origin and progress of this work.
My notice of it must be therefore brief.

Tt was in the heginning of 135t year the atten-
dance on the means of grace bhegan to improve
in this parish, and though no individual cases o
revival were observed, the preaching of the Word
was listened to with growing attenfion by daly
increasing numbers, tifl the month of May. when
I went to Edinburgh. Before that time | seldom
preached beyond the litmits of my ewn parish,
After the disruption, however, when parachial
loundaries no longer interfered with our liberty
as preachers of the gospcl, several clergymen
made preaching tours through North Uist, amd
every evening except in the district of Carnaish,
the Word was heard on Sabbath and week day sby
hundreds of attentive auditors. - Yet till the
month of September last, though on many occasi
ons, especially in the district of Paible, much
silent weeping conld be noliced, nothing like a
general or permanent revival occurred. At that
time, Mr. Norman M ¢Leod fromn Skye, <« an old
disciple,” once in the employment of your Socie-
ty, and now employed as catechist and exhorter,
commenced Jabouring in the populous disuiet
just mentioned, and he had scarcely set his hand
to the work, when several, especially amony; the
young, became sensibly distressed at his meetings
under a conviction of sin, and (heir Jost convition,
Fiom this, a8 a centre point, the revival has heen
since spreading south and north.  There s hatd-
Iy a sermon or prayer meeling, but some person
iz newly affected, and there is every appearance
of the work spreading more extensively. The

ginatien hears heavenly hymas chanted by the

external means in this remarkable work is the

other duties, so far from being displeasing to his |

plain and earnest declasation af div ne touth, su-h
a5 - 0's sindnl, guilty, and dangeronsg condition,
by o tnre and practice, and his needof regenera-
tion, faith, ani tepentance.  No donnt the Ho'»
Spinit is the great and ellicient ag-nt. Persang
of all ages and sexes ace uffected ; Lt the majori-
ty of them are within the prriod called the prime
of lifr. In this parish particolarly, numbers of
children fiom 8 to 14 years of e, ute impressed |
and it would he an affectinx sizht to see their
parents, as [ have o.ore than once seen them
carrving them out of the meetiag house, apparent-
Iv Jileless woth exhaustion from overpowered
feelines. Respecting  the hodily emolions ex-
Libioted by the impressed, | would only olserve,
that they ere similar to those of such as were vis-
ible sobjects of revivial lately in Skye, and in
several ather parts of Seatlavd, in recent as well
as in more remote periods.  We have every rea-
sop to hope that many, hesides those visibly im-
pressed, are pattakers of the spiritual benefits of
this merciful visitation. There is reason to (ear,
howe ver, a8 has often heen the case ia time paxt,
that numbers of those who now seem  promising
will yet tall awav; vei the practical and moral
effects of the work ave hitherto hivhly gratfying,
aud anguestionably evidential of its heavenly
oeigin. Gross sins are ahanloncd—carnai Jevi-
ties are given up. A deep andd general interest
is felt and shown in whtis important and saving
in relizion.  Family worship,secret prayer, and
the attentive perusal of the Scriptures, are daily
hecoming more prevalent, whilst the external
means of grace, such as preaching hy evangeli-
cal ministers, social and preyer mectings, are at-
tended by mnltitndes wherever such means wre
accessible.  In short, from neinyg an irreligious,
iznoranty and careless community--like a spiritnal
and moral wilderness, we are now assuming the
aspect of a garden of the Lord, in whieh are
growing many trers of righteousness, planted and
watered from on high, hearing the preciouns fruit.
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful in
our eyes; and we waonld call upon oxrselves and
others to unite in praise anl thanksgiving to Him
who has done such wondrong thingsamony us in
the name of his child Jesns..—.O may he extend
his saving work till all the isles and nations of
out world shall be filled with the knowledge of
his glocy in the face of Jesus, as tie waters cover
the face of the deep?

But the etfects of the awakening are not con-
fined to those who are themselves ajoused by it.
The general eflects upon the population are de-
scribed to us as exceedingly neneficial.  Look-
ing to these evidences of spiritual ltle spreading
over extensive distincls, and finding that chiefly
through vour schools, it has heen propagated, s
in yonr school it first cominences], surely we may
¢ithank God and take courage.””> He hath done
great things for us.”” ¢« Not unlo us, not unto us,
bat uuto thy nane give glors, for thy mercy and
for thy trath’s sake.””  To the praise of the glory
of grace be it spnken, if throuuzh the humble azen-.
cy ol your pious {eachers, many souls, whether
advanced in life or in the dew of youth, have
been won Lo a saving acquaintance with the name
of Christin the silent and sequestered vlens of the
north. It would ceem as ify he~ause he humbler
had been our pretensions, the greater had been
the results ~because there had bern less of man
with us, there had been more of God.

Tus. Westrrass in Fuaxce.—The Wesleyan
ministers stationed in France, huve just terminat-
el their Twenty-6fth Annu | District Meeting.
Seventeen minist-rs were present ; the Rev. J.
Beecham presided on the occasion.  After filling
up vacancies, by death and other causes, we
have a net increase of 52 members in sociely,
and 174 on trial.  We have 130 places of wor-
ship, 7 day sehools, 150 Sibhath-school teachers,
and 1,446 scholais; 55 local preachers, 123
class-ieaders, full members in church fellowship
1.289. We preach thz Gospel to upwarils of 12,
000 persons. Two young men who will have
linished their four yexrs of probation at the next
Conference, were recgmmended for admission in-
to full Connexion. One promising young man, a
native of l.ongenias, near Nismes, was recom-
mended to be received on trial.  On Sunday, the
18th February, (the Rev. J. Beecham preacheil at
the chapel, Rue Royale, before the brethren of
the district meeting; after which the Lord’s
Sopper was administered to lne preachers and
several Christian friends. On his way to Paris,

Mr. Beecham visited Rouen, where we have a



