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CHAPTER XV —(Continurd.)

& There's & pretty kettle of fish you've made,” said he as
so0n as he had gnished reading the letter. ©OF course, it
means nothing”

soHut it must mean something, Unele Michel

-1 »ay it means pothing,  Now I'll well you what 1 shall
do, Marie, 1 shall ctart {or Basle directly. T shall gt there
by twelve o'clock to-nizht by going through Colmar, and |
shall sudeavons to fnteronps the fetter before Urmand wonld
receive it tosmorrow.”

This was a crael Dlow to Marte after all her precantions,

I T eaunet do that, T shall at any rate see him before he
gets 1L That is what T shall do,and yvou must let me teil him,
Marie, that you repent having written the letter”

s But I don't repent it, Unele Mickel ; 1 don’t indeed. |
can’'t repent i, Hew can 1 repent it when 1 really mean it?
I shall never become his wife. Indeed T shall not. Oh, Uncle
Mirhel, pray. pray. pray do not oo to Basle”

But Mickel Voss resolved that he would go to Basle, and to
Basle e went. The immediate weizht, too, of Marie's misery
was aggravated by fact that in onder to cateh the train for
Basie at Colmar, her unole nead not start quite immediately.
There wasan Lhour during which he could continae to exercise
his e and endeavonmn to induee ber to
authe him o eottradict ber own letter. He appealod first
t her tan, and then o duty : and after that, having
failed in these appeals; he poured forth the full vialz of his
wrath npon her head, She was ungrateful, obstinate, falss)
unwomanly, disobedicnt, drrelipions, sacflegions, aond an
idiot.  In tbe fury of his anger, there was hardly any epithet
of ere rebuke which he spansd, and yoet, as every eruel word
beft bis mouth, he assured her that itshould all be taken to
meat nothing, if she wonld enly now tell him that he might
nullify the letter. Though she bhad desorved all these bad
things which b had spoken of her, vet she shonld be regarded
as having dessrved none of them, shonld again be accepted as
baving in all points done her duty, if she wonld only, «ven
now, be abodient.  But she was not W be shaken, She had
at last formed a cesolution, and her uncle's words had
rtfert towards turning her fromn it

- Unele Michel,” she sald at last, speaking with much
sericieness of purpose, amd a dignity of person that was by
Lo mieans Wrown away upon him, 0 if I am what you say, |
bad tetter go away from your house, T kuow T hiave been taud,
f was bad to say that I would marry Mr. Urmand. T will not
defend myselfl But nothing on earth shall make me marry
Limm. You had better let me go away, and get a place ax a
=ervaut amone out friends at Epinal ™

St Mivkel Voss, though he was heaping abuse upon her
with the hope that e mizht thns achieve his purpose, had not
the remoteat Blea of cevering the connection which bonnd him
and hei tzether, He wanted to do her good, not evil. She
was eaguisttely dear 1o him, 1T she would only bt him have
his way and provide for her welfare as Lo saw, in hig wisdom,
would tw bosts he would at once take her in his armns again
anad tedl hor that she was the apple of his exe, - Bat she weuald
uot o oand he went at last o on his read to Colmar and Basle,
cusrhing his teeth inanger.

1

wRes upon his niecs,

-

LAl

CHAPTER XV

Naovuis was said to Marie abont her xing on that afterneon
after Loy uncle bad started on Lis journeyv. Everything o
the hotel was blank, and sad. and gleomy s but there was at
auy rate the nogative comfort of silence, and Marie was al-
Towie! to v about the house and do her work withut rebuke,
But she observed that the Coré—M. le Curé Gondin—sat much
with her anat during the evening, and she did not donbt but
that she hersell and her iniquities made the subject of their
disconrs:,

M. I Curé Gondin, as he was generally called at Granpere,
gz alwars so spoken of, with hia full uame and title, by
rgi Protestant portion of the community ~—was & man
very murch regpected by all the neighbourhood,  He was re-
spreted by the Protestants beeanse he never imterfersd with
them, never told them cither behind their backs or before
their facex that they wounld be damned as heretics, and never
tricd the hopeless task of converting them. [n hisintersourse
with them he dropped the subject of religion altogether —as
4 philologist or an entomologist will drop hix grammar or his
insects in hia intercourse with thoae to whom grammar and
iusects are matters of indifference.  And he was respected by
the Catholics of both sorts —by those who did not and by
those who did adhere with strictness to the letter of their
laws of religion.  With the former he did his duty, perhaps
withontwuch enthusiagm. He preached to them, if they would
coms and Hsten to him. He chriztened them, confirmed them,
and sbaolved then from thelr sins—of course after dug
penitence. But be lived with them, too, in a fricndly way,
pronouncing no anathemas against them, becanse they wers
not as attentive to their religions exercises as they might
bave been.  Bot with those who took a comfort in sacred
things, who liked to go to carly masses in cold weather, to be
punctual at ceremonies, to say the rosary as surely as the
evening came, who knew and performed all the intricacies of
fasting aa ordered by the bishop, down to the refinement of
an gy more or less, in the whole Lent, or the absence of but-
ter from the day’s cookery —with these he had all that enthu-
kiasm which such people like to encounter in their priest, We
way Ay therefore that he warg a wise man,—and probably on
the whole, a good man ; that he did good gervice in his parigh,
nud helped his people along in their lives not inefliciently,
He was a emall man, with dark hair very closely cut, with a
tonsure that was visible but not more than vigible, with a
black beard that was shaved every Tuoesday, Friday and Satnr-
day evenings, but which was very black indeed on the Taes-
day and Friday mornings, He always wore the black gown
of hie office, but would go abonut his parish with an ordinary
soft slonch hat,—thus subjecting his appearanee to an absence
of ccclesiastical trimnesa which perhaps the more enthusinstic
of his friends regretted.  Madame Voss certainly would have
wished that he would have had - himself shaved at any rate
every other day,and that he would have abatained from show-
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ing himself in’ the street of Granpers without clerical hat.
But, though she was very intimate with her Curé, and had
conferred upon him much material kindness, she had never
dared to expruess her opinion to him upon these matters,

During much of that afternoon M. le Curésat with Madame
Voss, but not a word was said to Marie about her disobedience
cither by him or by her. . Nevertheless Marie felt that her
sing were being discussed and that the lecture was coming.
She herself had never quite liked M. le Curé—uoot baving any
special reason for disliking him, but regarding him as a man
who was perphaps a little deficient in spirit, and perhaps a
trifle too mindful of his creature comforts. M, le Curt took
a great deal of snuff, and Marie did not like suufl-taking.
Her uncle smoked a great deal of tobacco, and that she
thought very nice and proper in a man. Had her nncle
taken the snafl and the priest smoked the tobacco, she
would probably have equally approved of her unele’s practice
and disapproved that of the priesti—beenuse she loved the
one and Jdid not Yove the other. She had thought it probable
that she might be cent fur during the evening, and had, there-
fore, made for hemself an fmmeosity of household work | the
performance of all which on that very evening the interests
of the Lion 4'Or would imperatively demand. The work
was ail done, but no message from Aunt Josey summoned
Marie into the little parloar.

Nevertheless Marie had been quite right in her judgment,
On the following morning, between oicht and nine, M. le
(2uré was agzain ia the house, and had a cup of coffee taken to
him in the little parlonre, Marie, who felt angry at his return,
would not take it herself, but sent it in by the hands of Peter
Veque,  Peter Veque returned in a few minates with & mes-
sage to Marie, saving that M. le Curé wished to gee her,

#Tell bim that F am very bnsy)” said Marie. © Say that
uncle is away, and that there is a deal to do. Ask him if
another day won't suit as well™”

She knew when she sent this message that another day
would not suit a5 well,  And she must have known also that
her uncle’s abwence mad no difference in her work.  Peter
came hack with a request from Madame Voss that Marie would
go to her at once. Marie pressed her lips together, clenched
Ber fists, and walked down into the room without the delay
of an instant.

“ Marie, my dear,” satd Madame Voss, < e Card wishes to
speak to you, | will leave yvou for & few minntes” There
wag nothing for it bat to listen, Maris conld not refuse to be
lectiured by the priest, Bat she told herself that having had
the courage to resist her unele, it certainly was ont of the
question that any one else should have the power to move
her.

My dear Marie,” began the Cuar, @ vonr aunt has been
telling me of this Hitde difference between you and your afli-
anced husband,  Won't you sit down, Marie, because we shall
be able so to tak wore comfortably 27

¢ T don't want to tadk abont it all,” said Maris,
down as she was hidden.

“ Buat, my dear, it is nesdinl that your friends should talk
to vou. 1 am sure that yon have teo much sense to think
that o young woman like vourself should refase to hear hor
fricuds"  Marie had ft almost on her tongue to tell the privst
that the only friends to whota sbe choose o listen were her
upele and Lo aunt, but she thought that it mizht perhaps be
beetter that she shonld remain sjfent - OF course, my lear, a
young peraon Hke vou must know that she must walk by ad.
vice, and I am sure you must fee]l that no one can give it yon
more fittingly than vour aown priest”  Then he took a large
pinch of snuil

s I it were anything to do with the Churcli,—yes,” she
said.

# And this has to do with the Church, very much,  Indeed
I do not know how any of our duties in this Lif: cannot have
to do with the chinreh . There can he no duty omitted sz to
which you wonld uot acknowledige that it was necessary that
you rhould get absolution from your priest”

s Bat that would be in the churel,” =aid Mariv, oot quite
knowing how to make good her point,

“ Whether yon are in the church or out of it s just tha
same,  If you were sick and in bed, wonld youar priest be
nothing to you then 77

@ But I am quite well, Father Gondin,

¢ Well in health ! but sick in spirit,—as I am sure you must
own. And I must explain to you, my dear, that this is a mnat-
tor in which your religious duty is specially in question, You
have been betrothed, you know, to M. Uriand

(To be continucd.)
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Sep-Aqreors Triven.—A milway tannel i now being con-
structed noder the river Mersey at Liverpool, Eogland, te
connect that city with the opposite town of Birkephead, 1t
will be about three mwiles in lengeh, about one-third of which
will be under the bed of the river; and it will connect nearly
all the railbways in England with the Birkhenhenad docks, The
effect of this great undertaking, as well as of the fine river
approsches—a sister schome, and working in the same direc.
tion—cannot but be in the higvhest degree beneficial to. local
tradie.  The improvement has already commenced, The pre-
liminary operations for the formation of the tannel have been
completed, A hoxrding has been erected on the sonth re-
serve land, between Shore road and the river, ¢lose to Wood-
giy: Ferry  and workmen have cammenced preliminacy opera-
tionx for sinking a shaft, in order to attain the depth of Toft,
below the bhud of the river, at which point the cutting of the
tunnel railway will be nndertaken, ” The vontractor for the
work is Mr John Dickson, of Whithy, and the engineer Mr,
Mackenzie. The tunnelling will be performed with two ma-
chines, each of which will make a cutting 156£t. in diameter.
‘Two other shafta are to be sunk on the Birkenhead side, one
on the npper gide of Shore road, and the other between the
gasworks and Green lane, Trammere; where will be sitnated
what may be called the Cheshire terminug, the tine there
joining the Birkenhead and Chester Railway, Ttic anticipated
that unlegs gerlons geological ** fuulte’ are me . with, the cut-
ting of the tuanel, which i to accommodat e a double line of
rails, will be completed in two vears,

A Rovan Siavese Gase.—The Lusiness of eating concluded,
the king ealied npon hix forvign friends to participate in'a
1oyal game which had been in vogue as far back as theirhis-
torical records extended, and which no guest might refuse'to

ghare in withont giving personal offence to the sovereign. .

After-thid introduction, at & signal given by the royal host,
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five hugo basketa filled with very small limes were placed
directly in front of the throne. Inviting the forcigners to
scramble. for the fruit, and telling them that whoever suc.
ceeded in getting the largest number should enjoy his highest
favour, the king threw as many as he could hold between his
two hauds, in such manner as to seatter them in every direction
over the widest possible space. This was repeated scores upon
scores of timnes, and the guesta, wishing to humonr the whin
of their host, entered heartily into the aport, serambling about
upon hands and kneer in pursuit of the limes, sometimes ro.
ceiving from tho merry old gentleman a hearty pelt over the
head or knucklexs; at which he would beg pardon, and assure
his friends that It was quite accidental ' After an hour thuk
gpent, the foreigners begged leave to desist, and the native
nobles took their tarn at the gport,

On examination, each Hme was found to contain a gold or
gilver coin, and as the amount thns obtained by each indivi-
dual was quite considerable, the ladies and gentlemen of our
party sent up the money to the king, stating that it would be
a violation of the etigquette of our country Lo reveive presents
of wanry. But His Majosty begged very ecarnestly that the
coins should be retained, though merely, he said, a5 a token
of the royal favour, and in compliance with conrtly vaage—
not at all for their intrinsic valne.

Manx Twaiy o8 Wosax's Svrrraos.—Mark Twain saya that
when women frame laws the first thing they will do will be
Lo enasct :

t. That all men should be at home at ten P.M |
fail.

2. That married men should bestow considirable attention
upon their own wives,

3. That it shonld be a hanging offence to =ell whiskey iy
saloans, and that fines and disfrunehisement should ollaw iy
such plaees,

4. That the gmoking of cigars to excess should Ioe forbid.
den, and the chewing of tobacco utterly abolished,

5. That the wife shonld have the titte of her own propecty
when she marries 8 man who hasn'¢ any, ’

# Such tyranny as this,” says Mark, < we conld nuver stand
Our free souls coulil never eudare sueh degrading thraldom -
Women, go away! Seek not to beguile us of our imp
privileges.  Content  yourselves with vour ittle femy
trifies, your labies, yonr beasvolent sonieties, and vone koit-
ting——and let your natnral thosses " do the voling, Stand
back——you will be wanting to go toowar nexts We will ot v
teach school as much as you want to, and jay yon half
o but beware ! wedon't want you to crowd us b much

withont

Varer o Stow Rsamve —Fredenick Wo Robertson, the
distinguished Euglish preacher, once wrote to s lady friend
i1 never knew but one or two fast readers, and readers or
many books, whose knowledze was worth anvthing, M-
Martinean says of herself that she is the slowest of pavde
sometimes a page an hour,  But then what ehie teads she
mnkes her own,  Girls read too much and think oo little 1
will answer for it that there are fow girls of clgbiteen who
have not read meore books than T have: awd as to solutions
books, I van count upon my Sners in two minutes all 1 have
ever read.  But they are mine:”

Geare-Growing 1¥ a Roonw —Last year, & muember of the
Stuftgart Flower Club was successful in raising grapes in his
gitting-room. e takes a cutting, three or fonr feet Jong
with two {ruit buds at its apper end, wraps it in moess, leaving
the two buds exposed, and coils it in a Hower jot whivh is
then tilled with rich toam.  The piant is waters! with ke,
warm, never with cold, water, and o lttde dung smay be adidod,
but not much.  The dower pot ia placed in a sunny position,
When the grapes are formed the shoot is pruned above the
bunch, leaving however two leaves to maintain the vireulation
of Kap,

There is 8 little mollnsk—the Teredo naealis—which was at
one time the terror of all shipowners. It wonld quietly and
unsigpectedly pierce with thousaods of holes the haedest
timbers,  Ships were rendered valueless, docks destroyed, and
at one titne all Helland was in consternation at the dixcovery
that the piles of her embankments were bored through, aml
the country in imminent danger. A distingaished nateralise
discovered that at certain seasons the female of thiz apesies
carries her eges in the folds of her respiratory onmns,  They
remain there until they are fecundated by the milt of the
male, fHoating in the water. He also found that s weak solu-
tion of mercury thrown into the water destroyed that milt
and prevented their fecundation, and thas, in a few svasons,
shipowners were enabled to clear their dorks of this hitherto
nnconquered marander,

Erreers oF Faost ox Pravts—It has been a disputed
question whether plants, kitled by frost, dic in freezing or in
thawing. ‘That the former is the case, at least in some cases,
hag been ratisfactorily demonstrated by Professor Goppert,
of Breslau. The flowers of certain orchids, ax, for example,
the milk white blossoms of Calunthe veratrifoha, produce in-
digro, but only by a chemical reaction that tkes plice upon
the death of the parts. When they are erttshed, or the vital
ity of the cells is otharwige destroyed, they turn blue at onee,
Now thik change of colour ovcurs immedintely upon freczing,
which proves that life then ceases,  Certain other species are
said to show the same thing.

It 18 A Facri— That the Shoshonees Remedy and Pills
exercire most wonderful powers in promoting appetite, im-
proving digestion, regulating the bowels, and removing wer-
vourness and debility. The weakest will take no harmn from
the use of this great Indian Altemtive and Tonic Medicine,
but will gradually regain theic health.  The strongest will
preserve themaelves from many of tho mishaps in which their
boasted strength and fearlessness of resulta often betray them.
Long suffering invalids mey look forward to this rectifyving
and revivifying medicine with the certain hope of having
their maladies mitigated, if not removed by its means.
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Horse ownera will find the Nutritious Condiment of great
service at thiz time of the year.  Where green food ennnot be
obtained it i ‘invaluable. -Agk ‘your druggist for a 25 cent
packet (2 Ihy weight) that you may tey it, 5174




