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and asls its parents for should be uranted, aa to
say that consciuntiously asking God's blessing on
our action will make them right. T anpposs that
the Apostlo Paul, who “lived in all gocd con-
science,” and was always & dovout and God-fearing
mat, asked God's blessing upon his work while
porsconting the early Christians. Yet would such
conscientious asking render his actions juatifablo 3
I cennot seo that it would change the right or
wrong of the matter an jota, The writer then goos
on to say* ‘‘ It is & matter of conscionce, and what
may be wrong in the eyos of one man is innocent
and desirable in the view of another man, So it is
very often in regard to things of this world, the
right or wrony of which is a dobatable subject,
They aro rivht for some and wrong for others. It
is lorgoly & matter of conscience.” According to
this dcetrine one wight hold the persecution of the
early Protestants by the Catholic church, the
sacrifice in heathen lands by parents of their child-
res, and the tenacity with which the Jews hold to
the old covenant, or Mosaic laws, is right if it is
or was done conscientiously, as indeed much of it
has been done. And how would such a belief
stand in secular affairs? 1f a wan violates a law,
is he »..owed to plead in court that ho was entiroly
ignorant of the existence of such a law, that he was
sincere, and conscientiously believed that what he
did was right? No. The judge or court would
not listen to such a plea, and the prisoner will
be told that he cannot plead that he firmly believed
he was doing what wss right, or even that he had
very reasonable grounds for believing he was right,
that he must never roly upon his own reason-
ing, but must examine the laws themselves, and
that nothing will be an excuse for violating them.

I mipht give further illustrations, but these
exawples will answer my purpose. Can right be
such & fluctvating principle as the above quotations
would mahe it appear, only ruled by time, circum-
stances, surroundinge, and the reason «f the porson
who is to be governed by it? I cannot sece that it
js. To lay down such a rule would mean that there
is no fixed standard of right., Right would be a
principlo that could be made to suiv all the varied
ideas and jinclinations of man, Instead of setting
up one standard for all mankind to aim at, it would
create o different standsrd in every porson. Such
a position, and there can be doubt that that is the
meaning «f the words quoted, as well as to be
gat® ered from the article iteelf, is, I think, illogi-
cal, unphilosophical and untenable, And then to
what mischief would it lead to? A person might
do a thing in good conscience, withont even giving
the question any considoration. A person who
acts conscientiously, or who believes he does, if in-
fluenced by such a doctrine as this, might not care
to investigate the truth. Then how often do
people take n wrong foundation or starting point
and conscientiously nold to a view which is mani-
festly against the teachings of Christ. How often
do persons, through continuvally pursuing and
practising a certain act, become convinced by their
conscience that they are right? Yec would it be
proper, on that ground, to say that they are right?
And again, a person may, by placing confidence in
some person or persons, believe that a certain
mattor or action is right, Yet would such con-
scientious belief makeo, of itself, the matter vight} 1
canaot see that in any of these cases that such a
belief would make the action right, or aven excuse
it. But are there any circumstanbes under which
a porson may be excused, not on the ground of a
conscientious belief, but through any circumstances
which will excuso such belief? I think there muy
be. When a porson is placed, by circumstances,
i such a position that ho does not know, nor has
any means by which he can find out, what is right,
then if ho does the best ho can and conscientiously
believos that it is tho best that can be done, I
think he will bo excused for holding what might

otherwise be a« crroneous view,  But 1 cannot see
that the rule can be extonded any further. To
truat in cursolves without such a full nnprejudiced
oxamination of the truth would be to mnke the
mind or reason of man infalliblo. Wo have no
right to nccopt any opinion or theory of our own
without a full, fair and hinpartial investization.
And yet aro not many peraons’ conscience ratistied
with a good deal less ! The wmode of judging the
right or wrong of aciions, as J havo laid down
above, is, [ think, especially true of Ohristianity
and the dopmas counceted with it.

Christianity countains truths and doctrines, about
which the conscienco of man could nover toll him
of, and of which he must remain ignorant with
reference to unless ho seeks the right sonrce.
Sach principles can ounly be gathered from God'’s
word. While holding that, under peculiar cireum-
stances, thero may bo an excuse for a coneciontious
bolief, I do not wish to bo understood as saying
that such belief makes the mattor right. A wrong
act is wrong aud can never be madae right by reason
of tho porson performing it being innocent of the
wrong. It is my belief, also, thatin a country
whore the word of God has such freo conrse and
where the knowledge of the truth is so easy to be
ubtained, as oms is, that there is very lictle, if auy,
room for even this excuso. The right or wrong of
any activn can only be judsd by a thorough,
honest and unbiased investigation of God’s word,
aud not by any impulss or prompting from within,
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For Systematic TRAINING OF THE YOUNG ProrLe
oF ouk CHURCHES WiTHoUT FORMING A S CIETY
WITH AN ExcLusive CoNSTITUTION AND PLEDUE

Tor some time Eundeavor loaders huve beon seek-
ing to adapt its methods to work among the older
members of the church. The name for such an
advanced society as is propused is the subj ct of
some discussion. Der. Clark hae sugvesied the
name of *‘Aflilated S. ciety of Christian Endeavor.”
Rey. W, F. Wood, in the last vumber of the
Goulden Rule, votes for *‘ Seniur Society of Cliris-
tian Euadeavor.,” This is certainly a descrip:ive
name, and one which scews in every way practi-
cable, By all means, let’s have it.

The foregoing paragraph, copied from the Young
People’s Stundard, a paper devoted to the interests
of the Young People's Sucioty ¢f Christian Endea-
vor of the Chiistian Churches, is full of siguificance.

It suguests first, that the Youny Puople’s Society
of Christiau Endeavor has had a missivn in this
nineteentn contury., It has taught the young
peuple in the churches that Christ has a work for
them to do. It has taught them that they can do
this work if they will. It has taught the Chnastian
world, and especially the denowinatione, that there
is strength in union.

While 1t is painfully apparent te all careful
observera, and especially to those who superintend
the work of the sacieties, that the number of care-
less, thoughtless and inaciive church wembors,
whuge names Jongthen the roll-call of a scciety,
frequently ecquals and often exceeds the number of
consecrated members; atill, it ia unguestionably
true that to the true aud earnest young disciple
just entering upon the Christian life, the path of
duty is more cluatly defined and the energies
stimulated to activity in tho cause of Christ by the
mothcds of the Youug People’s Suciety of Christian
Endeavor than by any previously adopted methods
of work.

Tho Y. P. S. 0. E. movement bas taught us
something, Thero is a bright side to the picture
called up in our minds by the paragraph quoted
above.

Let us receive the brightness into our lives and
remove the shadows, some of which we must con-

sider, This organization, which has succeeded in

drawing more closoly together the young people of
a divided Christendom, has not hesitated to make
divigion in the local chnrches. Tho avcioty does
not como to the young people of a congregation,
saying, Because you aro a fullower of Christ, an
#ndeavorer fur s cange, you are o member of the
Christian Endeavor Sucicty.  No, the primary
object of the sucioty is to divide. 1t comes with
an exclusive censtitution aud pledge and exoludes
from fellowship aund work with its membors those
who for any reason refuse to comply with its
demaunde. Not infrequently it happens that the
most carnest and consecrated young people of a
congrepation, sceing this dividing tendoncy as a
result of thus introducing a test of fellowship
formulated by men, will not sanction such an
organmization.  Uunhesitatingly the soocioty turns
from such, declaring that those who will not
acknowledygo the superiorily of the requirmnents of
the Christian Lndeavor Society when compared
with Christ's simple and well defined commands
uro not Christian Endeavorers,

More frequently, perhaps, the fathers and
mothers, pastors ond olders of a congrogstion
object to this exclusive organization of the young
people of the church. It is our place, they say, to
decide who of the members of the church shall be
withdrawn from, if there be any who walks not in
the fuotsteps of Christ. Still the answer is the
ssme. Those who will not sign the constitution
and pledge of the Young Peoplo’s Soeiety of Chris-
tian Endeavor are not Christisab Endeavorers.
And here is the dark side of the picture, growing
wore dunsely durk when the proposition comus to
apply this test to the senior ' meusbers of the church.
Those of ns who have possessed our souls in patience
while the young people have been trained by this
pledge eystem, must riso up atd remonstrate against
such a prepusiidon, Lot us render unto the Chris-
tian Budeavor Society its due, Let us.honor its
leaders, becauso they have shown Christian young
people the pathway of duty leading awsy from
1dloness and selfishness, even as we honur the
authors of the many creeds of Protestant churches,
because they taught us to protest against the cor-
ruption of Rome. Bvt let us avoid the mistakes
of both. Let us accept nothing as a test of fellow-
ship among the joung people of the different
~hurches, but obedienco to Christ. Let the young
people bu trained, net in o distinct sociefy in the
churzh, but as the young people of the church—
esch young person, hecause ho is a child of God,
being a worker in this department. And du not
lot us make the mistake of supposing that the young
people in the church are any more capable of super-
intending their own work than are the young in
the home. The pastor shou!d bave an especial
care for the young people of the church, even as do
the parents over tho young in the family. If the
pastor is over-wourked or othorwise unable to por-
sonally dircet thie wurk of the young peoplo, the
most judicious and comnsecrated member of the
church shonld be chusen as superintendent.

Lot the young iu the family «f God be trained
in » special dvpartinent, oven 48 the young of our
fawilies ate traiued in the nursery uniil they are
strong,  Let them have special meotings and special
duties fur each, that all things may be done in
order. Certainly tho comuiitteo system adopred
by the Y. P. 8. C. K. i3 an adwirablo one, and
one which we can safely adopt.

Brothren of the Maritime Provinces, you have
been called couservative, selfish, slow, because y«u
have iefused to divide the church into sociaties.
Will you not advance in this eaiergency and prove
to the world that coustitutions and pladges, formu-
lated by men, are 1.0t the moving forcs of Christian
people.  When Chrietians unite, they will not
unite in the Y. P, §, C, E.,, butin the church of
Chriat, Thoss who stop in the Y. P. S, 0. BE. will
have one atep more to take,




