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of the splendid trc'es, and beautiful ferns wliich, have so impressedthe fossil botanist ivith the magnificence and luxuriant g*owth ofthie vegetation of the carboniferous cru, and wvbicl formn ite modolsfromn whlich lie is enablcd to restore its fioî'a. To the mainer tbeyare the most certain eviden ce of the presence of coal. Iii theshort account whichi we now purpose giving of these fossils, welabour under the great disadvaritagre of liaving no plates to il1lis-trate our descriptions. *We shall tiierefore endeavour to describetlîem. so plainly, and makoe their distinctive features so apparent,that the reade*, with ordinary attention, ivili at once be able torecogrnize them in the cabinet, or rock. The museumn of the Me-chalies' Institute contains a very fine collection of the coal fossils,Vo which. we would refer the attention of the reader. But at thesaine time wve wrould warn hin, that they are s0 maixed up withammonites and other fossils of different per1 ocls, that it may serverather more to puzzle than instruct him; and here we may remarkthat we consider the management of this museum, fot at ail credit-able to the Institute or the City; for flot only are the fossîls badly,arranged, and little taken care of, but the minerai. collection, which.consists almost altogether of zeolites, very fine of themselves, andperlîaps unsurpassed in the beauty and perfection of their crystalsby those of any other collection on this continent, yet presentingus wvith too many duplicates, for fine as these zeolites undoubtedlyare, they are the very class of minerais we least require, being thosefor whichi Grand Man-an, and the ]3ay of Minas, Nova Scotia, are socelebrated, and which are found in ail our amateur collections, andare most familiar to our people. lIt seems to us that the gréatobject of the museum should be to teacli the masses in the simples;wyay possible; and to this end wve think that ecd minerai should.be labelled, not only with its proper name but with its chemicalcontents, as also the locality in which it 1£ found. The. duplicatesalso should be exchanged, and a larger variety of specimens pro-cured. We write feelingly upon titis subjeet, because we wouldlong ago have Jiked to present the Instituite with some fine fossilsand minerais, but we valued thema too hiighly Vo place them, in flicevay of the almost certain destruction to wvhich te present system, ofmanagrement would probably doom them.* lIn conclusion, we Mayreinarl, that we hope ivhen flic Prince of Wales is shown the, mu-seum, it wvill noV be in its presenit state, or in the room. in which itis now contained. Hoping our readers will excuse this digression,
* Mtmy of the minerais, thê crystals of whieh may be seratehed by a pin,are allowed to lie upon the tables, and are handied by the boys who crowclinto the museuni on lecture nights. WVe have been informed that nxany ofthei have been, lost ia this ivay. i. like manner, the Chinese collection liasbeenl most shamnefully abused; while in the 1Katural flistory departmnent ivehave notîced thaV soine of the stuffed animals have lost their tails, etc., andthat somne very fine flamingoes (which are every year beeoming ioýre scarce)are placed on the top cf the minera ' cases, unprotected by glass, and the con-sequence wiUl be that ina a very fe.w years they wiIl be eompletely destroyed byduist, inseots, etc,


