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*for discarding, or even discouraging, bhock-d birls;

Poultery and Pigeons. !
VOLTULE HOCKS IN DBRAIIMAS AND
COCHIY 5. |

1 cannot sce that vulture hocks are now regurded :
a8 in the slightest degrre objictionable by ‘uo-t of!
the judges, or that they make ko slighte:t diffr.
ence ualess wheu & judge has wanted an excuse when
challenged aftor judging, for leaving some bird out,
and has had uvothing else to say. As to the result,
Mr. Comyns himsell may state it: ho sayas ¢ abont
half ' the good birds in the conutry would be lound
to be * hoeked.” Dut bs is assuredly wrong us to |
the canse of this. e mays that * until vec nily we
were striving for beavy fvather witbot hock,” nod
the abundance of bocked birds is the frait of thi-.
I do not think it i8 any such thing. While Lrecders
strove for feather without nock, they weic (quita
able to get 18, with a few bocks of course, Lut not
such as we now scc. fu the stdl eatlicr duys,
when judz s rejected even a niecly ecvored hock,
there was, of course, no hope of getting {-ther:
but as soon as this was altered, there was nv iack ol
featlier, wv.th ouly a moderate propourtion o! bo ks,
But by degrees there  ling evased 10 be sny molive

1

ull oheck Las becn taken away ; and it is the result
of this we now seo arounyl us,to iy «xcccding
disgust. .

Two taore practical points. Iu rezard Lo the!
want of breast I have noticed as often accompiny-
valtura hocks, the feiend who first drow my atten- |
toit bad Ais firt wtiracted to it Dby the fowls as
they appeared ou his duminz-tald:. There was
littlo scope for iiuagination there; and [ bave not
the sligutest hesitution in saying that, siuce lLocks
eamae in, tue deep fall breast of the Brabma bas
largely gone out. I donot affirm that the onc
fault of neeessity, or in every cas», accompanics th
other; but every naturalist kuows (huat by somo
strange law certain foatures in a given aniwal are
“apt’ to go together, though with no apparcnt
reason. This ia such a case, snd it is a practical
reason for objecting to this modoeru buok craze.

The other point is, that vulture-hocks are

contrary to the wlole character of lowle. A
Asiatic is not smumply a big bird with feathered l=1w:
otber breeds have feathered lags, and theie arve
other points which far more distinguish the Coclin
aud Drabma trihe. Among these—among the
ruost warked cf all-—is shoriness anl softucss cf
feathier, or abssnoe of quill thi.mghon'. The very
wings are shorterin prop atim,and thy qulls
weaker; and the teil -l.uy . ... the Bume wodlifi-
cation. The grand cliunciir s ¢ s plenty of soft
fuffy feather, with un absvre. of quill-eathor,
Supposs this rals viol t«d in th- tu); what would
any one say toa Coclnu or Bratma with lony
gl featbers in his tail, hke a D nking? Yt this
would be & less wide departure tro: tha very ¢ idea”
of the fow! than &re tieas immensefquills apoun the
thigbs, 1 object o thew, then, as coutrary tu the
fundamental basis or uolion of th fowl. ‘

1 mieht add other objections in plenly ; as, for
instance, that thisa hock c1aze is destroying tho
Amerioan warkét. Auwerican fanciers witl not
have it; and tho~gh I know of some birds which
have been sold over tliere from here, I could alao
tell of letters wniten to me by the indignant paur-
chasers, complainiog of the way they have becu
¢ .windled,” and averring thatit will be a loAy
time ere .the scliers see any more ol the same
money. I know auwother hreeder,on the ol er
haud, who preserves a steady American market
beeauge hia gochinl are kept free from tho ({aint.
Or 1 might, again, urge that the new fashion leaves
the true fancier nothing to breed for as ragards uno
wain point of his breed. Any jackasa can brced
heary teather, so lony as hocke are indiffercnt—the
point, as a point, is gone. But wo used to bave to
breed foather withou$ hocks ; and we did it, with no

L conrt 1or 14 as they bave  done beforo.

TOWN AND COUNTRY,

W

fstop this hoeof argawment, bocanae L Geel the
danaor of enforeing my view at all, i vaghit not to
be goy but, as 1 bave before yemarked, profisei nal
pdges apgr ar absoburcly meapable ot pursning any
sty nod b eonree onthee things, Tisuel pro-
teets ws 1 an makiug now are cifeetual, thera is real
Janger cnoush that the judges ¥ill rush back {o the
other extreme, ami dizquabfy—{firet bocks, and
next every fowl witit & deeant pair of vreeches. I
do not wish that, anl ¢hould object to it as stroagly
as possivle. I think a bird of gonspizuous merit
ought to. win, in epite of voltare hoeks.  s3ut then I
would not let lum  win w:thout such conspicnons
morit ; and wlhien Mr., Comyns says that tho voiats
I enloulated from the julging of the period 1872-4
amount to disqualification ** in high competition,”

i 1 ehonld reply that this is just what thoy ought to

do, IHigh comyp- tition mmcaus other birds nearly on
tua same high level; and 1 certainly o hold that
whero there are such other birds ncarly equal,
vaiture-bocks ought to lose.

I object, then, equally to the former uller dis-
qualitication, and to the present utter ind:fferonce.
W0 sharc my views are net capricious, or hard to
pleusa ; thero was o lime whben the usnal judging
10 this matter did eatisfy us; when iudges deemed
hoeks a tault—a serious  fault—and  ** cut” for it
more or | ss farely, but did not cast a bird out of
It protest
agninst o prescus brings ws back 1o a more
extrewo past, 1t is not my [ault, and 1 protest
agninst that in tarn, L hope, bowever, that l Lave
made som : pouts in the hustory of thy matter, aod
my owa views vpon it, safliciently clear.—Lewis
Wright in Live Stock Journal.

SPRINGEIELD, MASY., SHOW,

— n

Au advance proof of the premium list for the New
England Pigeon and Bantam Socicly show to be
Leid at Springficld, Mass. next December, has  been
received. ‘This year the show will be contined to
pigeons end bantuiug, the large breeds of fowls not
Leing catered for thistime. It is just as well that it
should be so seeing that the ficld for this society is
quite large coough without dabbling outside of its
legitimate _sphicre.  The pigeons are divided fnto 15
classes by naned hreeds. I addition Lo these there
ure four miscellaneons”  clawes,  one for
Archan_els  and  the  others  for Piginy
Pouters, Buabiaus and tce Pigeons. Finully on
* Any other variety.”  Buutarus are shown as single
bitds cash breed being divided into  cocks, hens,
cockerels and pullety, and are classitied as follows :—
Bluck red, Brown red, Duckwing (silver and  yellow
compete together), Pile (red aud while compete
together), silver laved Scbright, gold laced S8ebright,
Rosc comb (black and white comgete together), and
any other variety.

Quite v novelty has becn introduced to make a
valuable flrst premium by having a special of %6, $5
and $4, ns the case may be, added to (He first pre
miumof $2. This will make a difference bhetween
the first and second prizes, for the latter are only one
dollar all the way through  The competition is suve
to be very keen, and doubtless our American fricads
will strive their utinost Lo prevent Mr. Way, of this
city, vepeating his victovies at the last show,
< All ot these spectal prizes ace to be iondividual
donations, the giver of the prize to e stated on the
list.

We arc iul..wmed that a promiunen’ ‘I'oronto fancier
will oning to ill health deoline exhibiting in fature and
will disposo of his eutire exhibiting and breeding stoak.
This will be an excellent opportumty to get birds for
the ensuing show-season aud doubtless we will be in a
position to give farther particulars next weok.

A newspaper up the Hudson solemnly, announces
that ** Rev. Mr. Greenvilie aud Rev, Mr., Stants wiil
exchange pullets vext Suwday.” Hens there was
considerable mentiment. - St Abans Advertizer. 1sh

more dificulty than we found in other points. But

Btastsno ¢ Lay preachiers, perhaps. Yawcob Strauss.
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THE INDUSTRIAL EXUIBIT{ON S8HOW.

We have re eived acopy of the preminm list for
the above exinbition, which will be held in this city
from the 6th to  the 18th September next, Poultry
and pigeons will e on exhibition duiing the second
week, and must be delivered ot later than Monday,
the 13th. Class 33, Fowls, comprices 14 sections,
two of which are {or varictics not speclally classt-
ed, and all the  sections are for single birds, cocks
and hens being shown separately, and each section
has the same prizes, $3, $2and $1, for first, second
and third. The breeds are as follows, it Leing under-
stoud that there are two sections for each, viz., for
cocks.aud hens,

Brahmas, dari and light. Cochiug, bull, partridge,
whitc and black, Dorkings, colored, silver greys
and white. Plymouth Locks. Game, black red,
browa red, yellow duckwing, silver duckwing and
pile. Hamburgs, blgek, golden pencilled, golden
spangled, silver pencilled and silver spaugled.  Leg
horns, white aul brown. French, any varety.
Spanish. P'olands, whitcerested, black, white, silver
wnd golden,  Bantams, black red, hrown red, yellow
duckwinyg, silver duckwing, pile, black African,
golden Bebright and silver Sebright.,  Any variety
not meutioned.

Chickens are divided into tweuly-lwo seclious,
cockerels and pullets being shown scparately as tol.
lows : Bantams, game any color, any other varicty.
8pauish, Druhmas, Cochins, Dorkingy, Game, Nam-
burgs, Leghorns, Poland, and Plymouth Bocks. The
prizes for chickens are 92, $1, and 39 cents.

Class 35 is for Turkeys, Geese and Ducks. Ineach

sced male and females are shown separately. Tur-
keys, bronze and white. Geese—Bremen, Toulouse,
wlite and brown China, and English grey. Ducks
—Roucn, Aylesbury, Cayuga aud Pekia. Any other
variety.

Then follows what 1s classified as ** ornamental,”
and cmbraces guinea fowls, pheasants, fancy ducks,
quanl, swavs, ferrets, guinea pigs rats, mice, ‘squic-
rels and rabbits, altugether making up 33 sectious.

In lookiug over this most excellent premium list
we fancy we detect an oversight in the announce-
ment, or rather the non announcement, of diplomas
in the classes for fowls and chickens. In class 35
diplomas arg offgred for the best turkey, gooss aud
duck, aud nine diplomas are also offered for pigcons,
but ot a ward is said ubout diplomnas ‘for fowls or
chickens. It certainly seems to Le an accidental
omission whicli it would be well to reétit'y at once,
Then again the giving of *“ a silver medal for the
best coliection of poultry (fowls, chickens, turkeys,
geese and ducks), and s bronze medal for the second
best collection,” I= rather a vague announcement, and
exhibitors would likc to know how the judges are to
decide between an exhibitor making a hetter average
with a dozen pens than the man with twenty pens
Doubtless some  Jarge exhibitors will shaw i€ty or
more  pen: and mot make anything like the same
average us the smaller exhibitor, and as 1t aow stagds
we can see nothing but a lot of grumbling in store
for the judges no matter who gets these medals.

PIGEONS.

Class 37 is devoted to pigeouns, no less than 73
scctions being included in the class exclusive of
another complicsted * best collection ' for silver an i
bronze medals. The prizes are of the same amouats
as in the chicken class, viz: $2, $1 and 50 cents, but
we cannotlso f\l’\lly enddise the sub division of the
breeds. In some breeds most unlooked for varieties
are put in whiie in others scaut justice is done to
exlnbitors of special varietles. Five sub-di visions
tor Owls und long faced Antwerps, and four for
Dragoons :cem sirange by the side of three for
carriers, aud two for short faced tumblers,



