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THE COVENANT WITH ARRAM.
Gen, xv. 1-7.

CoMMIT TO MBMORY verses 5, 6,
PARALLEL PASSAGIm.—Ats “ii. 5; Heb,
. 12,

K Crnrrarn TRUTH~~' Tha s
Buian are orderved by the Lord.!

B Thoe key to this passage is in v. 6,
R« Vision™ and “‘righteousness’ are to be ex-

g pinined.

With v. 1 read Isn, 31 10; with v, 2, Ps,
exxvii. 8; with v&. 8, 4,and 5. read Duet, x.
92 ; with v. 6. Row. iv, 18; and with v, 7,
ENoh, ix. 7, 8.

f  InTrRopUCTION.—~Wa now enter on o new
fiold iu Seripture history. The race of man,
& i qced concisely through the changes before
f tho flood ; flood desenbed 3 man fa g race,
Ehas o new trial after the flood, and instead
B of fonring God, men grew more corrupt,
£To keep alive a people for God, it becomes
necessary to call out and separate a
E family.

A distinotion now formed between the
Echurel. and the world.  The Seripturea
il ivo history cf the church, and only that of
BEihe world as it affects the church. A
fnow dispensation is introduced in the call
Jof Abran.,

Threo peculiarities of expression ocenr in
k this connection: {a) In verse 1, for the first
iime, wo have * the word of the Lord,” so
frequent afterwards,

(b In xii. 7, where the Lord, on a pre-
vious wceasion, madoe knowu his intention,
wo have the first arpearance of tha Lord
to man. What appears ccald not have
been of Jehovah, whom *“no man hath
Esoen,” John i, 18 ; nor of a created uagel,
tor he is called Jehoval, v.7. Most au-
Ethovities, therefore, take it to be tho Lord
 Josus, ** the only begotten Son,” * who de-
clared him.” The Jews called the bang 1o
Eappearmg the Memra, or ** Word,” of the
Lord. (Johni.l)

(¢) In v. 2, wo have the first use of the
two words together, Lord God. It is also
Ein v. 8, and in Deut. ¥, 24 and ix. 26, and
L nowhere else in the Books of Moses.

[ These facts show that if God was remov-
ing farthe: fom the world, ¢ lying in wick-
 edness,” ho was coming nearer to those
whora he called out of the world.

We ought to study—
T. Apnay, descendant of Shem (x. 21)
b and Heber (x. 24), son of Terah (xi. 81),
Fborn in Ur of the Chaldees, a place not
mentioned elsewhere in Seripture, thought
by many to bo Orfa, which, from its natur-
R ol foatures of bold rock and fine springs,
'Stanley thinks must have beon a spot of
f oreat atiraction others find Ur in tho
modern Mughier, about twenty-fivo miles
off, on the right side of the Lupltrates. His
family, if not idolators, lived among thim,
Ho was andvanceq in years, married, but
 without children.  He was a clief, or head
of o largs household, uot unlike the chiets
E of foudal times, owning many persons as
slaves, hut treating some of them at least
as friends. o was not unused to war, had
 his men trained to it, and fezorescue of Lot)
was prormpt, decided and brave. Io had
to plan for a great family, for whom hie was
rosponsiblo ; hence for him to leave his
home and set out to wander was not like a
man rising from an eastern state and going
to 0 western territory. It was far more
like the firat movement of the Pilgran
Tathers, if ore man lad been responsiblo
for tho comfort and safety of all.
The country was not explored, as naw ;
thero was mueh violeneo ; and the Lovd Jdid
E 1ot at first tell him where ts go. Believing
and obeying God, therefore, wasa test of
charactey.
How Gop ¢ALLED Anrait.—Our lesson is
f not the first nutice of the event. We look
| back to ch, xii. 1. Ife said, * Get thee out
b of thy conntry,” &e. Abvaham appeared
to obey. His father Terah Iad lost one son,
Haian ; was now avout to Jose another, and
appears to have decided nlo to go, Hence
his removal is dcseribed in ch. xi., to finish
that part of the Iustory, aceording to usage.
E But tho wged Terah died at Haran, and Ab-
f rahiam was dotained there for some years.
There were three tics to be broken by
E obeving the eall: wath his country; with his
home and kindied; with his father’s house
(xiil.{,l,’.ut there was aset-off to this, Forhis
& land” he gets the promse of 3 great na-
B tion; for the joys of fiiends, ** T will bless
| theo;” and for his father's house, the pros-
F peet of luiug himself the honorable head of
a ncw and greater house, In kecping God’s
E comiandments, theie is great veward,”
soancr or later. (P8 xix. 11)
11. Gop's COVENANT WITH
has been sottled in the land Ged showed
him, and has a home and possessions. Bat
e lias many drawbacks. He is ameng
 strangers. Ho is old He has encmies,
¥ o brs defeated them; but they may attack
him again, e is childless. He perhaps
£ desponds at tunes.

God says, in o vision, * Fear}mt.“ {Seo
John xii. 153 Luke i. 18 and ii. 10. He

b names him.  (See John xx. 16,) He gives
hiin asswrances that meet part of his difti-

ps °f agood

Anpur—He

E oulties : © I am thy shield”—fear nob hos-
He has not forgotten the
« T will bo thy exceeding
« T will guard against all

tile strangors.
original promise,
great yoward.” 8
evil: I will give all good.

Abraham has no child

peals to God, Lord of all,

% vah, as to the meant

whon

romised, is Eliezer of Damaseus,

a “ron of Ius house,” v. 3.

His own child shall
heir of all the promises.
A sign that &
ha -)promiud »
dust-pariicles.
sbava to the siare
. wha insde men from

P
e

(v. 5) innumerable,
o blte

-%

and no land, How

i i made good? He ap-
i the promise to be ma “g el 2s Jeh.

ng of the promise.
The next heir to all he had and to all Gud

o calls ¥ wossesgor of his house,” v. 2, and

i ) an  assurance, v. 4.
e Lot Fiie (l))e his heir, and’ the

als to hig senses, He
ege as numorous &s the
Now lie bids him look

dast oan gve d

goed § lio who oreated the siars by'n word
can mnke good this promise: ¥ Bo shall
thy secd ba"~not ono heir, but like theeo
in number!

In tha former communications from Ged,
Abram had been so far influenced aato oboy.
Ho did like Noah, * as the Lord comtaand.-
ed him.” ¥How far he expected, orhad dis-
tinet believing hopo, wo are not told, But
now ho “believed” (v. 0}, s0 as to count
confidently npon thoe fulfilment of God's
word.

The seeond part of v, 6 is most imporlant
from the use of it made i the New Testn-
ment. In Rom. iv. 8, Paul aays it was not
Abram’s rwork that was countod rightosus-
ness, but his beliening.

To the Galatinns, inclined to make too
much of the law, as away of obtaining
righteousness, he says, * Abrabam did uot
got vighteousuess by the law, but by believs
ing," Gal.ui, 6,9. To those who misscd
the active, pisctical mue of fuith, James
brings up Abrahmn’s offering of Isaae, as
the way of hus bowng justified—that is, proof
of Ins faith wus gien,  Weo might put it
thus : rupposs Abisliam had refused to be.
lieve God, would he then have had auy
righteousness ?

But he took God's word ; he looked upon
the seced ng sure, beenuse God said it 3 he
coased to look to flesh and bload; he look-
ed to God ; put himself m God's hand ; and
tho righteousness which he could not other-
wise obtain, God mmputed, or set down, or
counted to im.  And the dispesition of
soul that led hum to believe God, would lead
him to obey 1 all things,even to offering up
Isanc.

The formal signing of the covenant was
then entered upon in the bringing and slay-
mg of the creatures of Abiaham, and the
furthier soiemn mamfestation of God’s pre-
smice. and propheocies of the future, vs.
7-18,

Learn from this—(1} To stand vp even
in war, may be pleaging to Goad, Abraham
did, and eonquered, and (v. 11 “after these
things" God came to him; * thy sleld.”

(2) To deny one's sclf for the Lead’s sake,
pleases God.  Abraham did so (xiv. 22-24),
and was no loser ; ** thy reward,”

(8) Doing Gud's will brings us more light.
Abraham recewved clear prommscs the fax-
ther he went.

{4) Sacramental signs aro given to fuith,
and they help faith.

{5) The great thing we vant is rightcous-
ness, and the way to get it is by believing
what the Lowd says to us.

SELF DENIAL.

Tho teacher of limited knowledge and of
ordinary talents, who, with o warm Chris-
tian Licait, takes o personalinterest in each
scholar, will suceecd where one of great
Jearning and remarkable gifte, without his
personal attacliment of his pupi's, would
complétely fail. On thispoint Dr. Hessey,
of England, says: ** Great abilities are not

nearly o va'usble ar this. I’u{)i].s must
net bo allowed to leave the Sund ny--‘-chunl
with che feeling that the teacher wiil think
v more of thom till next Sundny. They
must be led o+ know that their tencher is
j mterested i thew welfare, and that he will
not fail to pray that his instructions may
be blessed.”

ASKING QUESTIONS.

The importance of calling into exercise
the thinking faculty m teaclung, 18 noban
danger of being tqo {requently pressed upon
the attentton of the teacher.  To succeed
m arousing this faculty, it is generally bet-
i {4 to allow tho the scholar to ask questions
freely upon the lesson, rather than for tho
tea~her to ply the scliolor by frammsz ques.
tiows himself, Some of the questions ask-
ed by the geholar in this way may be wide
of tlie tonie, and occasionally qu-te abanrd;
but » little «kill on the put of the teacher
will Luide the theught and hence the ques-
tions mto proper aud instructive chennels,
and hold the entire ela-s to the subject of
the lesson, T thinking vequired bv a
cchiolar in orde ¢ ek o fair question, will
Vineren-e lis 1+t in the lesaon. o
! mast have sone o and sharply-defined

peint in Lis moat pefore he ean frame a
! good question, and the effort he must make
to comprehend any phase of the lessou =0
that lus question will not bo confused and
incoherent, is one of the cloments of suce-
i coss in true teachmg.—S. 8. World.

THE MAN FOR SUPERINTENDENT.

In selecting a new suporintom](:m, it is
better to take a young man who will grow
in fitness for the position, than an older
{ one who will make no n w uttainmc nts,
| nor conform lumself to the changing dc-
{ mands of our advancing age. The yeung
+ man who 18 slow aad awkward now, may
nake an efficient supermtendent when he
has acquired  knowledge of his dutus antl
experience wm_their performance; }vlnlo the
older man, wlio seems at lus sas in chaige
of the school, will guin no fresh hleas, nor
be over better fitted thaa at })resent for his
duttes; indeed the agoe will hurry away
from the old man winle it is carrying for-
ward the young one.  The Lest man for
superintendent is the mau who is likely to
do best 1 the long run,

o
H

rather than the
ouo who shows best to-day.—Ibid.

Tho husks of omptiness rustle in every
wind; the full corn in the ear holds up its
go'denr fruit noisclessly to the Lord of the
harvest.—Wihitticr.

Without a bolief in porsonal immortality
religion surely is like an arch resfing on
one pillar, Tike o bridge ending in an abyss.
—Muller.

On earth, we have nothing to do with
success or with its results, but only being
% ue to God and for God ; for its sincerity,
and not snecess, which is the sweet savor
before God,—Iobertson.

Silently—simply~—lilies develop into the
things ofybonutyptﬂey aro, and shed abroad
the fragrance that refuses to be Lidden,
They.grow, not becauno we look wpon them
with eyes of admiration, - In them we wit.
nen Jl the besntiful unsonsicusness and
sweet sunplicity of healthy life ana Rrowth.

Ouy dounyg Solks,

THE MONTIIS.

Junuary brings tho snow,

Mnkes our feot and fingors glow.
Fobruary brings the rain,

Thaws tha frozen lakes again.

Masch brings breozes loud and shrill,
Stirs tho dancing Auffodil.

April brings tho primaose sweot,
Scntters the et 1 at our feat

May brings slocka of protty lumbs,
Ekipping by their flecoy Jama.

Jone nfngs tulipg, lles, roses,

¥ills the cilthen’s hinds with posies
Hot July brings cooling showurs,
Aprleots and gllliflowers.

Augunt brings the shoaves of corn
Than the hacvest homolis horne
Warm Suptember brir ¢, - Lio fat,
Sportamen then bogn: o hoat.
Tresh Octobor byines too phoas i, H
Then v giather nta is plewsunt.

Duil Noveranber brings the Llas,
Then tho leaves are Whitling fust.
Chill Decervber brings theslect,
Blazing fire «ud Christmas treat.

OUR DUG JERRY.

—

0 papa,” said my boy Ned to mo as we
were starting for a watk one morning with
Jerry, °I have taught Jerry such a lot of
things since you have been awny : hio ean
fctels sticks out of the water and beg eplen-
didly—eome here, Jerry,” (taking o picee
of bread from the breukfast table) “and
show papa how you can beg.”

Jorry accordingly, a beantiful black ro-
triever which I had bought for Ned a few
months befre, sat up and locked as de-
mure as & feur-legged stoie can do, till he
got tho tread, when he thauked Ned by a
wag of his tail.

o] taught him that, papa,” eried Ned,
“Good dog, Jeny ! But Lizzie” (Ned's sis-
ter) *helped to make him feteh the sticks.”
aWell, Lut,” said I, rather nmused, “if
you teach hinn all this, Ned, does he never
teach you anything in return 2*

“He, indecd!  Come now, papa, what
eana dogtrach me?  And I am very
glad, dear old Jerry,” (hending down and
ciasping Jerry, who returned the ralute hy
heking the boy's face) “you at any rate
don’t come tho schoolmaster over ono§ it
is onough to have old Goggles,” {this was
Ned's dreadfully irrevorent nameo for his
master, who wore spectacles) *bothering
one from mornmg to mght with his @ y 2's
and his fupteo, isn’t it? What do you
thnk, papn ? old Goggles positively makes
us learn haif a page of iregular Greek
verbs every morning now; but wo always
glip them when we can.”

“Al, well, my dear boy,” was my mild
answer, "“we Lave all o we ki d to go through
the same liard experiencos, I suppose. But
as to Je- ¥, do you know I tluuk he trics
to tench you a good dval, if you have only
ho wit to Iearn ?  Only Jerry is wiser than
most mnasters; ho teaghes chiefly by ex-
ample.” )

}}uw this, as T thought it would, piqued
Ned, whose great failing was to thin}; liim-
sclf immensely clover,

“Indeed. papn 1" ho cried, rather seorn-
fully. “And pray what is he teaching mo
now, asbe 13 jumpmg abont ke that 2
Tor smeo we Juadl got oub of the house,
Jerrv was ruuming about ke a mad dog,
now bounding & dozen yards forwards, now
runing back to us and leaping up, bazking
all the tune and wagging his tail, till T
thonght it would come off.

«QOh, ean’t you see, Ned 2* I replied, cool-
ly., “Itis his way of gving you n lesson
against eruclty to animalg.”

o] lon't sce it o bit”

«\Why,he is barkinzon* as lond as he ean
See how delighted £ wm at getting ent of
dc ors—just as you are, Ned,when you rush
ot of schaol! You see theie i vot asmueh
difference as you thought, between youand
me : I, and all other animals, eau fec! plea-
cure and pain as k enly as yeuinelf i so ve-
member t}mi, the ncst time you pull a poor
fly's wings off.'” )
“wWoell, come, papa, I am not cruel o ani-
mals, whaterier vlse I inay be,” protestad
Ned. .

«I don't think you are, Ned, infentional-
Iy,” I answered.  “Ty the way, Liow 13 the
fast of thosw hitie l:mhis;ﬁlns souwand Tom
PDucie brought hene o fetv duys aze?”
“QOh, 1t tnmbld into o pot of hoiline
water yesterday, papd, S0 We were obl:ged
Tl if," sad the | YT

s« Ah, thon, that makes up the six, doeg it
not? ILetus sce: there was thic; and one,
you said, foll et of the mest 5 two the cat
qot ; and two wonkds 't ent, youl tald me., he-
eanee vou conkd not feed them as wedl s
the old bid did. e the whole sx aae dis-
p scd of now. Na, o, Ned 3 you are not
ernel “ntenfionally”

Ned began to see that I was pokmg fun
at hini, so he did not answer,but walked on
aikily, kickimg down the thistles witeh
lmpp(-no(\ to be 1nnk along the lane sale.
By and by, we got to thie river, where Jerry
bounded 1n after the sticks and stones Ned
kept theowmg for him 1uto the water. We
bad amused oursehves for somo tuue with
watching lutn pasmg for tue stoles or
snatelnng the stichs m his wuth, aud after
shakane hrnself when he got hack to land,
bringing us the recovered trensire,

At last Ned, who never sulked for o long
time 2t onee, latghied anderied out to me :
«There, prpa, how ; wiat lesson is Jerry
aiving me now ? To foteh sticks out of the
river, I suppose ; but you surely dow’t want
me to learn to do that ?”

“No, Ned, I donot. ButJerry is try-
ing you now n quito a different tack, bo-
eansc ho se-s you lnwvo already forgotten
his Iast lesson to you, about crueliy to ant-
mals.”

“Well, how am I cruel now 2"

“By not romembering, Ned, that it isa
cold day for him to bo so leng in the water.
TThe sport was very well at fivst both for us
and the dog ; but you nevev uaticed that
f. r the lnst five minntes poor Jerry has beon
shivering violently with the cold every time
ho camo out of the water. 1 did notice it,
but I thought I would see how long you
would go on."

«QOh, papa, I did not think of it. Paor
Jorry I" sail Ned. blushing, and then

caressing his dog. who galloped off & hun-
died yards o moment aftorwurds, and coan
raced himself warm.,

w80 you ses that Jery, observidg you

Y IPolks
did not mind his first lesson, was trying to
gve you another of quuite & different kind,”
1 went on.

“What was that, papa ¢

*Why, I think he must Las e heard you
when you were talking abont Mr Wilkon™
(this wag the nane by which ‘old Goggles’
was known to all tho woild eseept  hus pu-
pils)**and saymg how much you hated learn-
ing those Greck veibs,  Bo Jerry sl to
himsolf, *Now, I'll just show Ned practie-
ally wlm'!. Lie ought to do about thuse verbs,

And——

“ Well 2
fast 1"

“Not at all.  Tll mvo hura,' snys Jerry,
*a right good ¢xamplo, once for all, of abe-
dience, wnd of chieerful obedience, toc, to
show huin lio vughit to dv thinga he dves not
ike. when hie knows it ia right.’  So Jerry
punged in time after time beenuss you
wore liis master, and told hini,  Andthough
hio hated thie Lusiness, and 16 made him &3
cold and miserable us was possible, still L
went on as long as you thought proper, and
never even marmred.  But I've no doubt
ho said to humeolf, as heo gave himself that
Iast shake, *Thore, if Ned doesn’t seo what
ho ought to do about those verbs aftor all
thig, he is o duller Ned than I take him to
be. o will surely novor let himself bo
beaton by n dog.'”

“Well, papa, I won't either,” said Ned,
hangmg down s head.  “I promuse you I
won ¢ ship them again.”

“Bruvo, Jeriy ! I oried, patting the poor
dogs head. “You will be Ned's master
yoi, I can see. But hollor, what is this ?
Oh, Jerry, I did not expecet this from you,”
I sand & minute afterwards, as Jerry rushed
up to o boggar he saw, and began bosking
furiously at i, and suapping at his hecls,
“Come away, Jerry; do youhear? Bad
dog!" and Jerry came back, locking very
misorable, and with his tail between his
legs, while Ned began dancing about in
glee, anl laughing slily in my fuce.

+Hu, ha, papa !” e cxclaimed af lost.
“Then Jerry does not always teach right—
=T have caught you now.”

“Why, ne, Ned,” Ircphed, “T am sorry
to seo that Jery, after a{)I, is only like uth-
er musters—ho makes mistakes rome times.
IIe hins made one now, I suppose. Ie is
vvidently o dog of mistoeratic tondencieg,
who Qislikes rags and tatters, and thinks
sueh things Liave no business in the world ,
go it is ‘the proper thing' in his apinion to
show o superb confempt for poverty.
think I have heard young follows—in fact,
I am not quite certain I have not heard
you, Ned—taiking about ‘roughs’ and ‘eads,’
meaning people probably quite as gocd as
themn-clves, only poorer.  Yes, you were
telling me the other day about your cricket
mateh with tho National School, and how
indignant you all were a® being beaten by
‘the eads.’ And perhaps, after all, Jorry
snly wishes to show you the absurdity of
tins foehing, by letting you seo how silly 1
lgoks it o dog.”

Iowover, Jerry retrieved his character
before long; for, as wo passed some farm-
fionees on our return, a little terrier came
msling out, and in o most inwolent way
brgan bmkimg and snapping at our dog.
But Jerry, though at first Ro mado a pause,
and began wagging his tal by way of salute
t» the «mall stranger, yet when he saw tho
. ther's eantaukerous, uufriendly somit, be
tratted gently on azam in a_dignified way,
mos g neither faster nor slower than be-
fore, and nover even taking the trouble to
Inok awrde at the barking cur.  Wiien n bug
sheep doe, however, ngger than our dog,
and ~ evidently wakened by tho nowso the
terrier made, emme bounding out of the
yaid and also flew at Jerty. the latter’s
whole dameanor changed. At fiist indeed
he gave nogentle wayr of his tail, a8 much
as to ~ay, ~Now, lot us bo friends and don't
be sally,” but when he saw tlie sheep-dog
also meaut to annoy him, he rnshed om
L like hizhitning, 10l ed him over, aud in
a momeut sent lum back again faster than
he came, and howling from o bite in the
I After this, and a short pursnit, he re- |
stned  his stately trot, while the fentier
¢ sutented himsolf for the future with grow-
1+ frem within the gate.

“Goud dog, Jemiy 17 evied Ned, enrap-
tur~d at his friend’s triamph.  “Tean tell
what he wteant to teach me theie, papn,”
ho continmed, laughin~.  “ITe w.s <ow ng
e that a really vave tellow won't toncha
Lttls boy, even if the littlo one is rather
impudent 3 but’ the instant 2 big fellow
mv ddles with lim he gees at him like a
biiek.”

“No bullying, c¢h 2 T replied,  “Well,
NXed, T perecive you are hegiuning to find
cut this eunuwng olid Jerry for yourself ; 8o
2s I senthe postman commg with the let-
fers, I'll lave vou fo your lessons with
Lim,"—Good Things.

Ah, Jpapa, you are sticking

RISING TEMPERATURE.

“What kind of weathor shall we have to-
morraw  asked Robert, as the fanuly sat
at the supper-table,

Eilre,—0ld Probabilities says
will be visirg tomperature,”

Rolert.—Wimt does that mean 2"

W tbe~*\Vhy, 1t meaus, of course, that
the weather will be colder to-morrow.”

R sberi—-Why do you think ga?”

W e —vBecanse ‘nsing temperature’ is
mereasing temperature, which, of course, is
colder tamperature.”

Robert—DBut as a rising thermometer
mdicates mereasimg heat, ‘tising tempera-
Sture’ must mean warmer weather,”

Ellie.—~"“Lot uz ask pnpa. I’n?a. what
iz meant by ‘rising temperaturo’ in the
weather reports ¢

Papa.—~-Have you looked into the dic-
tionavy ? ?hx\t does it say 2

there

Tho childron went to tho library and
brought oul Webster's Dictionary, and
finling the wyord “Temporatare,” one of
then read ns¥

ollows :

w8, (Physivs.) Condition with respect
to heat or cold, eupecinlly as indicated by
the sensation pyoduced, or by thothermonm-
otex, or p_vromdﬁr; dozreo of heat or cold 3
as tho Zemporalure of the air ; high tem-
prrafure ;) low mperature ; temperature
of frecezing ov of boiling.”

DPapa.—*1 belidve by ‘rising temporature’
tho reporter of tlip weather signala mosue
warmer weather, \Jt would he just as easy
for the woathior rdporte to may ‘eolder’ or
‘warmer'  weatherl and thon everybody
wenld undorstand them.”

POLITENFSS,

_Onc of the English mtidels wes so struck
with the politeness and good fueling mani.
fested in 8t, Paul’s writinge, that he affiem-
«d that of St. Panl hiad said that he h'mself
bad evor performed a miraele, he would
Leliove it, beeanss he deamed St Paul too
much of & gentleman to tell an untruth,
Whatever wo may think of this veraark, we .
eannot but bo struck wivh tha power which
pulitesess  had over the inﬂ(]al. And as
thus mildel ia not an excuption, it may be
woll {0 show some few of Jhe advantages of
boing polite.

It is Serptural.  If St. Peul tanght polite-
noss by lus example, 3o did hosn his wit-
mgs, Ho tell- ua,  In honor we must pre-
fer on s anothar.’  IHero is the great secrel
of politeness , nanicly, furgotfaluess of self.
I~ arotuer place Lis says : ** Be courageous;”
m other werds bo polite.

It makes friends. Nothing so wins upon
strangets as true politvness. A httleatten-
tion, sitown in n staze or in the ears, or af
a public table, costs us very little, But
what an effeet it has upon the person to
whom the attention is shown | 'Fhe ploag-
cd look, the grateful smile, shows us we
have gained o friend.

TRIAL.

You can’t stand it! Why not? Uthors
have had o much havdor time than you
You have not been used well!  Very likely.
A great many havs not beon used well;but
that 13 no reason they should kill them-
selves, You don’t mean to kill yourseif,
but go whove they will use you botter! Is
that the best way 2 Now, is it not better
to think more of how you use othery, and
Jesa of how they uso you? Thin. of it a
while. Was Jesus always used well ?
Woro the apnstles always used well 2 "Vhat
then! Did they run from the cause ? Lot
me tell you what to do. *Take unto you
the whele aimor of God, that yo may be
able to withstand in the evit day, aud hav-
mg done all, to stand,” Why, bless you,
trial is for yot good. Stop the paper!
Better take two. That ia the way to come
ont ahead of the * what do you eall it” that
1s m you. Endurance is a part of tho Chris.
tian life, you know. Sometimes i4 is the
best kind of doing.  Read tho benedictions.
What a ¢ good timo” we somefimes have in
doing! You can not see what trials aro for!
May be to prove you.

RENOVATION BY FAI'H,

If you have failed for this life, do not fail
for the other, loo. Thero is very much
that may yet be done, cvea inthe afternoon
and twilight of men’s lives, if they are hopo-
ful and active.

When one of my Norway spruces died
from therudo handling of last winter, in-
stead of rooting it up and throwing it away,
I lot tho ampelopsis take possession of it,
and 1t grow up rapidly iiwough all the
1 ranches of the tree and covered the top
with leaves, And in the autumm, these
leaves, which had been green heforc, wers
all ehanged to o brilliant erimson; aud the
tree m its own lfe was mot holf 8o beauti-
ful as it was when covered by this vine,clad
with all the eolors of the setling sun.

Are you Iike an old tree that is dead, and
Tas dropped all its foliage, and stands with
its mmlk and branches bare? Let faith
and love caver you, and you will be more
comely and mure useful stanaing clothed in
such garniture than yon were olad in all
your former strength,

Be patient, old man,  Bepatient, mother,
Be patient, widow. Be patient, you that
nie uupoverished.  Be patient, men that
ave searccly thought of, and are treading
lower and lower.” God thiuks of you—
Beecher.

SONGS IN 1M1 NIGHT.
God our Maher ¢ givetlisongs in tho night.”
So <aid Elihn to Joh,

The Apostle Paul and his companion
Silas had searcely begun their ministry in’
Turope, when they were seized by ovdor of
the magistrates of Philippi, and enst into
prison. Racked with pain, as they must
have been, sleepless and weary, they were
Tieard at midnight, from the depth of their
prison hiouse, praying nd siuging praises
unto God.

In all this Paul and Silas were notsinpu-
lar. God gives songs in the night to His
faithful peeple,

When Samiuel Rutherford was sentenced
to imprisonment in the city of Abordeen,
“ for vighteousness’” sake, ho wroto {o a
fiiend, #'Tl'o Lord is with me; I care not
what man can do. I burdin no man, I wart
nothing. No king is better provided than I
am. Sweet, sweet and ersy is the eruss of
my Lord. Allmen Ileok in the face, of
whaisoever rank—mnobles, poor, acquain-
tanee and st angers, avo friendlv to me.
My Well-Beloved is kinder and moro warm
than erdinary, and comoth and visiteth my
soul; my ehaing aro over-zitded with gold,
No pen, no wonds, no engine can express to
vou the loveliness ofmy T.ord Jesus. Thus,
in haste, I make for my palace nt Abor-
deen.”

When Madame Guyon was imprisoned in
the erstie of Vircennes, in 1695, sho noé
only sang., b, wrote soygs of praise to her
God. “1t sometimes zecmed to me,” she
said, % asif T werea littlor bird whom the
Lord had placed in a cage, nnd that I hagd
nothing now to do but sing. The joy of
my heart gave o brighivess to tho objects
around me. The stones of my prison look-
ed in my oyes like rubies, I estecmed
them moro than s}l the gaudy brilliancies
of o vain world. My heart was fall of thas
joy whicl: thon givest to thom thnt love thee
in the midat of their groatest crosses,” &
sontimont whicl she embodied during one.
of her iinprisonments in # touching littde.

poem which hegins thus;
oA Tittle bird I n‘{u.

A mood man in great trouble kept rep
ine, % Why art thon east down, NV inve
His wife, at length, asked why he dHl
relienwno tha rest of tha pagings, ¥
thon in God; for T-ahatl ot praive Hil

Thera are ¥ sanie in the night” for alLif
i will but look to Him




