
7'HIE B ULLE TIN

th.-y biave for the future. Althougli most synmptoms cran
be renioved by other miethods, suchi as liypiiotisrn, jet
anyonc who bas devotec i ucb Limne to tlic study of these
cases krnows liow great is the tendency to, relapse, to
tecurrence, and to the appearance of fresh groups of
symptomns. Mild cases cati indeeci be not only alfeviatci
but even cured by the simpler psychio-therapcutic mieas-
uires, so that these ail liave tbeir spherc of uisefulness:
severe cases, on the other biaud, necd a more radical
treatinent, an uprooting of tlic actual morbid agents.
It is easy to understand howv this miust bc so. I-Ipnotic
and other suggestion acts nierely by blockittg thle oL.'-
war(1 manifestation of the tindcrlyingc- pathogenetic ideai.
The idea itself persists, because it lias not 1.een reached
andl cealt with, and soconer or la,,ter it wvill zaam
manifest itsclf either ini flc saine direction or in
sotîîe fresli one. The analogy of a tubercular, or
better stili of an acti' .oniycotic, abscess occurs to mie in
this connectioti. If tlic suppurating sinus is forcibly
plugged tiien the svmptom of (lischargilig pus is re-
moved, but sooner or later the petit-up pus xNvi1l ind a
vent in citiier t'le saine or a fresh direction. Before
satisfactory hea ;tig cati takze place thie tension mulst be
relievc by instituting free drainiage for each pus
pocket, and the more tliorouglilv the focus of the dis-
case is deait with the better will be the result.

A few words are now necessarv oni the clinical
applicabilities andi limîitations of the iicthod. It is a
t-nethîod tlîat tîakes great demands on both phiysicianl
and patient. Apart fromn teclinical kcnowlcdge thec
plîysician tiiust eviclettly possess, not otîly unirnpeacb-
able integrity, but also a considerable measure of tact,
patience and synîpathietie uinderstanding; without thiese
qualifications lie is unlikely to gain tlîe patietît's cotnfi-
dencc to the requisitc degrec. The treatmient further
m,ýak-es a great cali on lus time. Freud often finds it
necessarv to devote to a patietît ati hiour a day for threc
years, but he acknowledges tlîat the cases sent to hini
arc generally of a very severe -. ture. In nîilder cases


