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that thieir exhibition depends uipon the inability of
cerebral funictions to miaintain their balance and
control over spasmiodic spinal action, either by
tlîeir defective developmient or their being in temi-
porary abeyaîvce.

'Flic ilniediate cause of the convulsion in botlî
instances is r-elexv, and in childrcn %ve have bpecial-
ly to investigate the various special exciting
causcbs, or sources of nerv'e irritation. Says Gow-
ers, ", 13Y *ar the miost poteîn catise of convulsions
in cl)ilclreni is the constitutional conditions termed
rickets ' "With the clefeets of developmlent, not-

ably in bony tissue, belonging to th:s condition, we
have an excessive activity of the centres of the
lŽrain, on îvhich reflex spasn iand convulsion
depend. It is impossible for one %vhose observa-
tion is mnostly of l)rsoIi5 of mature years to fully
realize tie ex.rtremie liabilitv of many infants to
showv synîptonîs indicative of ncrve irritatioii.
WVhat periphieral irritation of nerve filaments in the
intestinal nîucous mnemb)ranes means, can be in
somne degree al)lreciated by a foreigni particle on
the conjunictiva, or a thistle hair beneath the
cuticle. Teething is frequently, stated to be the
commonest cause, but %vidh intestinal irritation, due
to indigestible food, wormis, etc., it is not to be

wodrdat that most ivriter:s novadays are agreed
as to this latter being l)y far the conimornest source
of convulsions. A part from these direct causcs w~e
hlave the in(luced excitingr causes, due to general
exh1austion, as of mal-nutrition and cliarrhSa, pro-
ducing hv1drocephaloid conditions, i.e., imperfect
nutrition of nerve elemients and mechanical con-
gestion, duc to deficient blood pr~essure~, i.e., d
fect of arterial bloocl.

As regard:, treatmeit, mninute seiach by care-
ful enquiry, as to provoking causes, as bad feed-
ing, etc., and hiereditary tendency, niust be
made. If due to intestinal irritation, the exhi-
bition of castor-oul in sufficient dose to, produce
thorouglb purgation is advisable, while the injection
of a large, îvarm dose of the saine at once lias fre-
quently proved good treatment in our hands.
Goîvers lays riaturally great stress on the bromnides,
giving Cive grains at a dose to a child of six mnonths.
We confess to the opinion that apart fromi- the like-
liliood of this being vomnited, such a hieroic dose
will in most cases be found unnecessary to prevent
cbe repetition. Similarly we doubt the prop riety of
bis remarks on the uselessness on inost occasions

of the bot bath, silice it ccrtainily hias a phy)siologi-
cal reason in the diversion of venous blood froin
the brain (given by hin- as exciting cause> to. the
skin. Simiilarly lie states that lancing of the.gunis
"cas the sole, or even the chief elenient ini the. treat-
mnent, is a mistake, sinice it deals îvith the.least imi-
portant, ancd often quite u nimportant, cements *in
the causation of the convulsions." \VPc quite -agrec:
w'ith the al)solute necessity for iproving by cvery
mneans possible, as prophylactic nicasures, the di-

gestive andi assimilative functions ; and miust pri-
marîly insist upon foodi being useci, w'hether milk,.
gluten flour, barlcy ivater, etc., of thc rnost perfect
character. Frequently minute, but regyular doses, of
alcohiol, greatly aid to stîpply a stimulus to îveak
digestive povers. Apart fromn scrupulous attention .

to hygienic mneasures of the person andi of the at-
iosphere wherein the child lives, we rcm ed

as in the highest tlegree benieficial, the daily anild,
rtpeate(l frictioning of the bodiy in a ;%'arni rooin
îvith, in the saine process, the inuinction of cod-iiver
oil. 'l'hie resuits will, ive l)elieve, bc found ini every
case, îvhen carefully carried out, to bc better than
in any other si ngle inetlîod of supplying nutrition.

OPENING 0F THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS.

A VUEAR% zago, wvith a degree of lleastire whicl.
only those ivhoc realize the fuît mneaning of

the science of MIedicine, Professor Ramsay
Vigtdelivered the opening lecture of the re-

suscitated MdclFaculty, of Toronto U ni-
versity. A year hias gone, and wve again realize ini
the characteristic address of D.r. Trhomnas Richard-
son, thiat the UJniversity Medical Schiool has be-
comne an accomplishied fact. The address %vas
historical in) character and decidedly vigorous, as,
miit be e.xpected, îvhen we remieniber ivlio de-
livered it. 1-e referred to the beg-iningiirr of Tlo-
ronto University, to its Medical Faculty, and, to
the political circumistances which occasiorned the
abolition both of the Medical Faculty and the
Faculty of Law. "For thirty-four ),ears," said Ulic
speaker, " the University of Toronto was deprived
of the riglits and powers conferred uipon it by it~
original charte r and riglits which. it- slîould neyer
have 'beer. deprived of. . . . A very sppci.ogs
argument 'vas used for the abolition of the Mdedical,
Factlty. It 'vas that no0 State aid should be fur-
înislied for the study of professional education. Ie
thioughit..tie present generation had.got a littie be-
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