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CHROMOC INTESTINAL STASIS.

By Dr. D. T. Smith, Ottawa

N diseussing the subjeet of (3hronic Intestinal Statis only the n
Jimportant phases ean be touehed upon in a short paper for purp(

of discussion, therefore, we shall accept Dr. Lane's premises.
The definition of C.I.S. la somewhat confusing with Chronie con

pation. The definition of constipation which lias formerly been accep
as adequate doea not describe what we know uow as 0.I.S.

Constipation is usually considered to involve the large bowel parti
larly in its lower portion, resaits as a rule f ront improper diet, insuffici
fluid intake, lack of exereise, general atonie condition of the body tias
or a combination of two or more of these faculties. The condition i
aud often aupervene even in marked degree when the lumnen of the bo,
la eutirely free froni angulation, kinks, aud other obstruction abnorm
tics. Furthermore constipation may exist to a very prououneed deg
even iu the iutraccable forni known as obstipation, and yet the pati
may suifer very littie from the effects of absorption of the retain
material and its toxins.

In C.1.S. on the other haud while the factors which produce consti
tion may be operative others involved are deflnitely demonstrable
diagnostic means at our command. Iu the first place according to Lai
theory the -evolution of man froni the ail-fours posture of lus progenil
of field aud forest resuit i a general teudeucy te viceroptosis.
droppiug of the abdominal organs gives rise to stress aud strain upon
messeutery and its attachments. Nature attempts to offset this strain
the formation o! practically bloodiess evolutlonary banda. These ev<
tionary bauds develop with unequal strength lu differeut parts aud
result is unequal support. The bowel la held up flrnily at some poi
while it la ailowed te sag at others. Anguation or kinking at the p(
of support folows this abdominal fixation at a given point lu the lengti
the intestine 'while a droppli'g of the tube on cither side narrows
lumen o! the gut to a greater or lesser degree according to circumstai
and to that degree interferes wlth the passage of its contents. The
inediate resuit of this alteration in the drainage scheme la snch a slow,
in the passage of the food along thue almentary canal that an exces,,
toie matter la formed ecially in the smal intestine; i other wc

the condition of stasis supervenes. Inasmuch as the factors which 1l
to this are not transitory but prmanenUt unless corrected, the. condil

becomies chrole an~d heuce we have 0...


