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lie directed special attention to the question of the occurrence of
dlots in the vessels of the luings ; in studying these, in order to dle-
termine whetlier tliey had arisen primarily in that situation, lie
was struclk by the Thet that when found in the lung there vis
almnost alw'vays to be found a similar condition in some other part
of the body; and finally lie was able to demonstrate that a plug
resting in one of the vessels of a lima lltted exactly on to a throrn-
bus in a systeii vein; and, ir f act, that this plug had, brolzen
away from the thrombus and had been carrîed by the blood current
th-rough the right chambers of tlic heart into the pulmonary ves-
sels, passing from. the larger to the smaller until ultimately it waqs
stopped by plugging a vessel too small for its fnrther progrcss.
This condition of secondary plugging lie called. " embolisin," and
the plug of coagulated blood lie called. an " embolus," the condition
of the lung tissue as the resuit of this cutting off of the local blood
supply by the embolus we cail a-n " infarct," or a condition of " in-
faretion."1 Now, as this formation of infarcts of the lumg had been
one of the strong arguments of the believers in the theory of capil-
iary phiebitis, tlie wliole. groundworc of a false hypothesis was eut
away at one blow. But Virchow -%vas not satisfied witli the simiple
observation of conditions as fourni at autops3 ; hie followed the
question up by experiment, and by introducing foreign bodies such
as rnbber into the circulation of dogs so, as to produce artifieial
emboli, lie was able to more fully explain the condition and effeets
of embolisin; but especially these experùnents entitie Mim to be
considered one of the pioneers of that experiniental pathology
wvhichi was to de so mucli for the advanoe of oui knowledge. AI-
thougli mucli valuable work, was doue subsequently upon the siub-
ject of throxnbosis and embolism by other men, and especially by
Virchow's most celebrated pupil, Cohnlieim,, yet it is '-arv ellous
liow comnplete -%as this flrst denionstration of the facts.

It is said that; during the revolutionary year of :1848, w'hen no
doubt Virchow's democratic ideas were as well known. and as
vigorously pushed. by hixu as lis notions upon embolism, lie was
making an autopoy upon a patient of Schonleins,. wlo was-zup-
posed to lbave died of cerebral hemorrhage; upon. openîg up the
brain lie demonstrated to, the latter an embolus plugging the
middle cerebral artery, Schonlein turned away with the remark-,

0 O! You see barricades everywhere."
But Virchow's study of emboli led him stili further. Noting

that sometimes the embolus gave rise to a local abscess, ana that
this depended upon the condition of the dlot froxu whichi it had
originaated, lie gained an insighit into the -whole question of inetas-
tasis, wlich becaine ixnxnensely importa-nt when lie came to stud-y
the development of malignant mmnÎors; at the same tinxe lie «ot a
conception of the condition called infection -which. lid immediate
'bearing on the disease pyemia or blood poisoning.


