
11 E

SANITARY JOURNAL.
DEVOTED TO

PUBLIC HEALTH.

VOL. II.] MAY, 1876. [No. 5.

ortgintu mmuato .

SANITARY STATISTICS AND PREVENTABLE
DISEASES.

t W. MARDEN, M.D., Ex. PRESIDENT COL. PHYS. AND SURG., L.C., Ex.
PRESIDENT CAN. MED. ASSOCIATION : HON. FEL. MEDIco-BOT. SOC.,
LOND : HON. FEL. MEDICO-CHIR. Soc. NEW YORK: COR. FEL. Os-
TETRICAL Soc., EDINBURGH: COR. M. LONDON MED. SOC. : COR. M.
GYNECOLOGICAL SOC., BOSTON, &C., &C., QUEBEC.

. Statisties is that science which has for its object the collec-
t'lo and arrangement of facts, relative to the physicial, social,
Political, financial, intellectual and moral condition and re-
8011rees of a state or nation. Some departments of statistical

1owledge are of very ancient origin, and no nation has made
'C'Y great progress in civilization, which has not at certain
eted periods taken a more or less complete census of its in-
abitants. Such statistical records were taken by Jews, Greeks,

ed Romans, centuries ago. The census, as the name implies,
*a8 in ancient Rome " an authentic declaration made before
t4 <ensors, by the citizens, of their names, places of abode,

and in later times, the Doge of Venice, Tomasso Mocenigo,
. 1421., collected valuable materials on the situation ofdifferent empires, their monetary systems, finances, publie

ebts, &c. Since that time every civilized nation bas adopted
ystems of statistics, more or less complete, as the basis of
gislation, and government. The British Association for the

4dvancement of science has had a statistical section since
1833.; and the American Association has a similar section:
&4d the encouragement of collections of statistical matters, is
One of the avowed means by which the Smithsonian Institu-


