100 Mnr. Joxges's Observations on Dentition.

The observations on all other tecth are a mere repetition of
these directions, amd will not theiefore require quotation. It would,
indeed be welly if in the regalation of the teeth, the directions of
nature were attended to, instead of these based on the pecuniary
interest of the Dentist, (as is tou frequently the practice ). In this,
as well as in all uther cases, where medical treatment is required,
it should not be torgotten, that the legitimate ohject of the surgeon
is confined tu tie adoption of remedies for diseases, or the proper
direction of the natural fuactions, when deranged ; and can it for
a moment be doubted, thyt nature has exercised her wonted aid in
providing for orguaus of such paramonnt importance to that main
source ot health, strength, amd comfort—dizestion?  Canit, 1 say,
for & moment be suppused, that she has been so negliyent in the
stracture o the liwman tecth exclusively—that they should be
coustantly in nced of ruch harsh and unnatural interference ? |
have seen instances where six or eight teeth have been brutally
lugeed outy and I will venture to assert, without the necessity o
removing one. I do not dare to venture words in expression o
the indigaation 1 feel at such infamous gquackery, sneh barbarow
bratality ; besides the unuecessary infliction of such a fearfil
anount ot pain—the shock to the whole nervous system is probably
never forgotten by the poor little sufferer, and causes a lasting
dread of the very thought even of having necessary operations
performned however simple; and when we consider that all this i
inflicted on pretence of preventing an evil, which, in most cases,
there is not the shglitest reason to upprehend, (and in those fex
instances wherein it might vecur, it can be detected in time t
preveut any permanent malformation)—it is certainly cnought:
excite just reproach. I hope atleast it will stimulate the attentio
of medical gentlemen attendant upon families, and eanse suitabl
precautions to be taken by the credulous parent or ofher guardiss
But there are other equally important reasons why the first teeth
should not be too early removed; it should always be bornei
mind, that the counexion between the temporary tooth and th
succeeding perinanent one, continue to exist by means of a fibrows
or ligamentous cord, extending fium the sack of the latter tothe
neck of the tormer, whick of course must be broken if the deciduos
tooth be removed before the sack is absorbed.  Until, therefors
the secretions of the enamel are perfected, (which is not the ca
untit a very short time before the edge of the permanent toot
passes through the gum), the premature extraction of the tempe
rary teeth must unquestionably interfere with the health and unk
formity of this substance.*

* Allowmg ehildren to bite hard substa ces befure the completion of the secd
dentition, 1s equally 1njarious to the future appearacce and durability of the permans?
teeth, in so much that if the fibrous cord is not dissevered, it becomes compressed &
deformed, which muast ubstruct the seeretions of the enamel, and thus either depiv
the teeth of that substance altogether, or causc it to be depousited irregularly, forms!

what is usually called lloneycomb tecth.



