
would tien assume a cliaracter wbichi it has not al, present, and tic Caugbnawaga
Canal would be a definite link of it. The ncccssity of tbe construction of this work
could then be urged. But it cani scarcely be hoped iiat, thie New York Iegislature
would desire to encourage an imiprovement which wônhl create a formidable op-
position to, the oaly gicaçt state -work wbicli it lias to proteet by legisiation. The
Saint Lawrence bas already proved a formidable rival to tic New York Canai
systei, and it sccms there is no iuterest, particidar or local, -wlich wvould be
powerful enough to carry any nsure at all in.jurions to Uic Erie Canal. ]3csides,
in cstimating the chiances of realizingr any pr(ýject, ive must considcr the outlay it
involves; -'n( ccrtainly to inercase the sixty-sevcn miles of the New York Canal
to the size of the proposed improvemient, of the Saint Lawrence Canals woUhl
exact an expenditure of fromi twclve to fiftecn millions of dollars.

IlIt is conivenient to state in tlîis place tlhe opposite view. 'lie advocates of the
construction of the Caugt)linawaga Canal totally indep)endenit of the imiprovement
of tie Whiteliall navigàtion, argue iu its favour witlî nueli ability. They eontend
tlîat it would at once take tlîe Wecsterni grain trade botlî for the Eastern States
and for New York.

"The New Englaud States formi Uie great mart for Western pioduce, wbich
now finds its way througAi tic Erie Canal by Buffalo anîd Oswego, to New York;
whence it geîierally piasses by water to Boston and other ports on tlîe north-east
coat. Wliat is niot taken by -%vater is distributed by railway. It is argued tlîat,
thic imperfeccionîs of this route aie suc]), tliat were fiacilities 'giveni to reaeh Lake
Chamuplain, tliat route would be followed to Burlington-a distance by railway
from Bostonl 248 iailcs-at wlicli p)oint a translî ipment would be made to flie rail,
of the cargo or cereals ; the propeller at once obtainin'g retuira freigbt of New
Engyland naanîif.ictitrcrs for tic west. A eomparisoîi of time is made in order to
shew that the 20,000 bushlels of wlieat or 6,000 barrels of flower -Wou.ld be ait Bos-
ton long before it had cven passed throngh tlîe Erie Canal ;and under one phase
tbe favorable estimate is not to bc disputed. But the element of tiiîne in this ia-
stance is of secondary consideraflon. Tet are we so sure if a heavy railway traffie
of flour aud grain passed over the railway there would bo no delay 1 If the
transfer wcre direct fromi the propeller to the wheat car there wvould be a certain
gaarantee of immediate transmizsion ; it would lionvever scarccly be possible
to counit upon (bat conneetion, and it is a legitimnate inferenée tlîat the
natural period of the route would be mucb prolouged by eircumstauces. On the
other band tbe present mode of trafflc warrants tlîe opinion, tlîat the forwardcr of
Western produce w'ill cling to Uic water as long as lie is able, unless compelîcd to
abandon iL under extremely unfavorable circumstauces. But sliould lic desire to
transfer to thîe rail'way car bis freigbt of breadstuffi for New Eugland ; would it
not be profitable for lîim to dIo so at Ogdeisburg-distant from Burliogton by
railway 158 miles ? Tbis hune ivas built wvith Boston capital to gain tlîat; traffie,
but it bas not donc so. It is truc that the distance by tbe Caugbnawaga Canal to
The same point would be very littIe in excees of the railway, 220 miles, of whicla
69 xvill be by canal. 1 at once admit that of tbe two routes to Buriuigton the
latter would ho the best and cheapest ; and taking in view tlîe neccssity of tran-
shipmcnt,tliequickest. But I do iot tbink tbat the comparison eau be allowed to
reunain in this limit. From Burlington to Bostor, via Vermont Central Railway.
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