was in the
l'uilwniw and charged t
ton, whereas, if t

able to deliver the commodity
Jess than $2,00 a ton.

MINING

hands of n few. They controlled the
he public from $6 to €10 a
1@ state own: conl it would be
to. the people for
Iam afraid Mr. McLean
1] matters, or is it Mr. McNeil. It
must be one or the ot her. The latter tells us if
the government worked the mines, Halifuxians
could get conl for an odd dollar a ton, whereas
the former says two dullars,and is speaking of the
United States, where according to Mr. MeNeil,
conl is mined dirt cheap.

is not up on cot

yeach, or part
e Countess of Warwick the other
of nssociation conjured before me,

“Bless me,” dues some one say
,what has the Countess of Warwick to do with a
Capell fan. On. well, if [ wished to banter, 1
might say they were each wind producers, but
thats' not what'is in my mind tosay. Old Capell,
as he is now ealled, invented the fan, or hit upon
the principle of it, for the modern Capell fan has
heen improved upon since it first was put on the
market, is of blue blooded stock, and among his
relations he counts the erratic Countess of War-
wick. Those who have had business relations
says he is a eurious old soul. He is a parson of
the Established church, and it is asserted is a firm
beliver in the dogma of making the best of both
worlds, more especially of this.

When reading a 8§
delivered by th
day, the force
a Capell fan

»f one, rather,

Toronto correspon-
off when referring to the du-

The Coal Trade Journal's
dent is surely awa
ty on slack conl. {la |ays i —
“One of the items in the new ta
went in effect in Canada on the
erable to coal interests,
and the United States.
The duty on slack coal, which heretofore has ranged
from 15 to 25 cents per ton, has been put on & flat bus-
is of 14 cents per ton. The duty on this size has for-
wmerly been based on an advalorem tax, computed ac-
cording to the price at the mines, and only when this
coal sold as low as 30 to 40 cents at the mines did the
duty fall below 20 cents, at which time it was assessed
at 15 cents, The srevailing price on slack for the past
two years has mm‘v the duty on an average of 21 cents.
When it is taken into consideration that the duty of 53
cents per ton on run-mine and screened conl remains
stationary and the slack duty lowered, there is no doubt
but that the consumption o slack in Canada will great-
ly increase, and im|mrlalinm4 of run-mine should fall
practically to nothing "’
We had always fault

riff revision which
28th. ult. means consid-
both on this side of the border

to find with the duty on
slack coal, on the hat it was advalorem,
and when suppo to yield about 15 cents per
ton duty it ranged previous to last year from 7 to
9 ets, orso. The statement of the Toronto cor-
respondent_that the dutr has heretofore rang
from 15 to 25 cts, is puzz ing. 1f that much daty
was collected on the slack conl im‘:orted into Toi -
onto, then the du({ on slack in other places must
have been nominal only. According to the Trade
and Navigation Returns for year ended 30th. June
there was imported into Canadn from the United
States 750,489 tons, on which a duty of $83,732
was paid. Dividing the amount in dollars by the
uantity in tons it is found that the duty was &
‘raction over 11 ets. merely, and that a flat rate
of 14 cts,, instead of lowering the duty is adding

—

RECORD

to it. There were 725 tons of British slack im-
ported on which a duty of 62.88 was eollected, or
a little over 9 cts. a ton. How the duty on the
British article should be 9 cehts only and that on
the American 11 cts. when it is considered that
the duty was sup Josedly advalorem, and that the
value put on (Im% ritish slack was about $2,00 ns
against about 68 for Ameriean sluck, is nbove the
comprehension of those who do not profess to be
fin wncial experts.

The Montreal Witness, the other day, had
on the Coal-Steel controversy, and which was reprinted
in the Chromele. The Witness takes the ground that
the Coal Co’ys reports do not ghow that the Coal Com-
pany was being greatly injured, so far as the profits
went, by selling coal at a low rate to the Steel Co. When
those who defend the position of conl are asked +How
was the Coal Co'y 80 solicitious for orders from Steel Co.
for coal in 1¢ and now complains of being over-run
with orders ; and how can the Coal Coy. in view of its
last annual report, pos ly make good its ussertion
that if they were to continue to supply the Steel com=

sany at the old rate, $1 24, the company would soon
be o financial wreck.”

an article

1t must be admitted that these
are two posers, the latter an especiallp sharp one: Yet,
to my mind there is a readier answer to the last than to
the first, and that is, the profit shown for 1905 was the
apparent and not the actual profit. It is not everybody
who understands a big companys annual statement, an
it is not expected that everybody should. There must
have been a clerical error in the report, one of those
Kind that creeps in quite unawarcs, as it were, Taking
the quantity sold—exclusive of that to Everett and Syd-
ney, at & little over a_million and a half tons, there
would have been too big & profit per ton if the gross
profit given is correct, Those best conversant with the
coal trade donot believe that any of the companies are
making a profit of anything like fifty cents a ton, thus
the conclusion is come to that the annual report of the
Coal Coy. was not full enough to allow the ordinary
reader to grasp its true import. Had the last report of
the Coal Co. went into details its opponents at the pre-
sent time might not have so keen & weapon 0 brandish
before it by way of argument.

The Acadiais distributing some fine coal these
days whichever pit it is coming from. oad of
conl received lately was the best Acadia conl we
have had in a dozen years. It didn't look like
Acadia proper conl, nor yet like Albion, and it
could searcely be Allan shaft as that coal all goes
to the Steel works. Phe eoal is not bright, is rath-
er n heavy conl, but yet is economical, as its ‘last’
counterbalances its weight, After the gas has
gone off in a flame the coke burns with a bright
glow, and the ash in a good dranght is light.

Continued from page 14

will do so.

1t would be a great pity, in the interest of the
cause of labor at our collieries, if such an ineid-
ent as this at Springhill “hould occur again.”

With these remarks eartily agree, but 1do
not blame the boys nearly as much as o the
men, or, in other words, Pioneer Lodge. y8
will and l;gy nature has tobe restrained,

be boys,
eomroll.ed. rulProv and divected. From the in-
fancy of the . W. A. its members have been in-




