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and liad only thought c!spirltual resuits, shoulà have b9d to make bis way
to those results tlîrough the thronging and grateful ranks of those who had
beeri healed, and %who insisted on prvsenting tbemselves flrst, as a part of
the fruits of that mission. And, indeed, what %vas the eharacter of Christ,
but the character of his dispensution ?-and i-liat was the design of his
divine mission, but thnt it shouid be tho source and type of ail the good
attending the march of his Gospol throtigh the earth ?

Accordingly, wc find, tlîat even where Christianity bas, for olivious
reasons, proe.tced but acender spiritual resulls, the inferior benefits which.
it lias scattered have rcnidered its progress through the nations as traceable
as the oi-erfloiving of the -Nue is by the rich, depoýýit, and consequent fer-
tility ivhichi it leaves behind. This is a well-Iznoivn subject of devout
exultation in many of the inspired epistles. The apologies of the fathers
prove it ; and tho records of profane bistory unintentionally, but abund-
antly confirai it. Every city whiclý the Gospel visited presents tsel1 in
proof of its corrective influence ; and every nation ive enumnerated in the
preceding chapter stands for%-ard as a ivitness to the samne efl'ect. It pro-
duced charity even iii Judea, lîumility at Athens, chastity at Corinth, and
humainity at Rome, c]eansing bier irïiperial amphithieatre of buaman blood,
and evinr»-ýg« thet ber boasted civilization had been only a splendid bar-
barisiv. Softened by its influence, the Armenian, says Jeromne. lays down
lus iiiuiver, tho litns learn to sing the praises of God, the eoldness of
Scythia is vwurmed by il.-e glowv of faith, andi the armies of the Goths curry
about tents for churches. Theodosius- and Justînian took mach of their
codes fromn its iaspired lips ; and thus the Gospel may be said to have
read laivs te the Visigyotbs an d Burgyundians, the Franks, and Saxons,
Lombards and Sicilians. On the Irish, as well as on rnany other nations,
it bestoived a written languogre, and made Ireland for centuries the univer-
sity of Europe. It raisedl the German barbarian into a man ; and eleva-
ted the wvandering hordes of the Saxons, Marchomani, and Bobemnians,
into civilized cmmunities. It npproached the Dane, and hie forgot bis
piratical habits ; and the Swede and Noriwegian stayed w'ithin their civa
boundaries, and ceased to be a genteral. terror. It called the Russians,
Silesians, alid Foies te tak-e rank amonir the nations, won the Livonians
and Portuguese fromi their idols, and taught the Lithuanians a worship
cuperior te that of reptiles, or of the sun.

Virtue wveat out of it in every tige, and wvherever it came. The Roman
empire was rushing te rina; the Gospel arrestcd its descent, and broke
its fail. Nearly ai the nations of Europe wliich we have naraed were
Sitting nt a feast on hurnan flesb, or immolating humant vidtims to their
gods : it called them away from the horrid rcpast, and cxtinguisbied. their
unholy fires, The northern invasion poured a new -tvor]d of barbarisn-
over Christian lands ; the spirit of Christianity brooded over the chaotic
mnas. and gradually gavo to it the formis of civilized life. 'Wlere it coulil
net shoatho the siyord of war, il at lenst hurnanived tho dri-ndfui ait. U
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