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REV. WILLIAM PROUDFOOT.

PROFESSOR 0F THEOLOGY ETC., TO THE UNITED PRES13YTER1AN CHURcH.

Mir. Proudfoot arrived at Quebec,
August 27th, i1332, accompanied by
Mlýr. Robertson, to be sooii followed
by Mr. Christie. These were the
first missionaries sent abroad by the
United Secession, now the United
Presbyterian, Church. Previously to
this, the Church had undertaken no
foreign mission, althoughi ninisters;
had gone abroad on their own respon-
sibility, relying nîainly on their owvn
resources, and with the approval of
their respective Presbyteries,-those
coming ta Canada constituting the
United Synod of Canada. The year
was memorable on account of the
alarnîing prevalence of Asiatic choiera,
to whichi Mr. Robertson fell a victim
shortly after reaching 'Mon treal; on
accounit of intense political excitement
connected with the Reformn Bill in
Britain; and on accouut of the great
emigration of industrious, self-reliant,
and able men to Canada.

Ir. Proudfoot %wýas by abilitdy, learn-
in,-, and expt:rronce wvell-q alitied to
be a pioncer and founder of a mission.
He received his education in Arts at
the UTniversity of Edinburgh, studied
Theology under Dr. Lauson, and
ras licensed by the Presbytery of
Edinburgh, in I312. Being soon
called to Leith and to Patrodée, and
beiug willing to go to the more desti-
tute place, he ivas ordainedat Patrodée
the following yeir. There lie laboured
with so much success and comfort
that lie declined invitations to more
important sphercs. Having a good
deal of leisure, ho opened a private

Classical and Mathematical Acaderny,
which was attended chiefly by the
sons of landed proprietors and of
military officers. This flot only fully
occupied his tiie aiîd enabled Iii
to retain and increase his literary
acquirements, but it became an im-
portant source of revenue, yielding
about £J 500 sterling per annum.
Nineteen years of indefatigable
study, preaching, pastoral work, and
academic teaching matured his
judgment, enriched his mind, and
tlhus qualified him for ls special
work in Canada. His services were
of very great value at a time when
nearly ail the missionaries were
young and inexperienced, and when
the mission liad to be founded on
sound principles amnidst the active
elements of political and ecclesias-
tical contention. Hie could scarcelv
fail, however, to, be an object of jeal.
ousy, whichi is the bane of the Presby-
terian 'Ministry, while it is unknown
in the Episcopal Church whiere gradu-
ates of rank are constitutioually fixed,
or in the Methodist, Church in which
the giîts and acquirements of indi-
viduis are viewed as common pro-
perty to be valued and utilized for
the good of the whole.

MNr. Proudfoot, flrst alone and
subsequently with MJr. Christie, madc
a thorough survey of the settled parts
of Upper Canada. They found a
1 ar ,c and scattered Prcsbyterian popu-
lation full of hope and struggling
nobly wnith the difficulties incident to
settiemnent in a neuv country. This


