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that liad not begtin ; we look back te, a missionary conquest that has
been partially accomplishcd. He could, only expeot great things froln
God in the line of missions ; wve can look bacir te great things and
let what we have acon behind us bc the prophecy of what we shail se
before us. Rave you. studied the history of missions ? It i.s an en-
cyclopoedia in itseAf. Yen wvou1d botter begin soon, or you. will scarce-
iy go tlrouglî the first chapter bofore you die. I have been studying
it for thirty ycars, and I bave flot got beyond the rniiddle of the second
cliapter. Why ! thieso triumphis of missions are perfcctiy inarvoilous when
;ve consider liow fewv people have been ongaged, and how littie iflefey bais
been spent. God lias done excecding abundantly above ail that the Chulil
ha% asked or even theuglit. A huindred yoars ageo there, wero fifty versions
of the HIoly Seripture ; nowr there are between two and tbree, hundred,
aîîd in ail the great launages of the world. A hundred years ageo a littie
band of Christian Jaborers essayed te reacli a fow of the heathcn in tile
South Seas ; now between six and sevon thousand mon and womon, repre-
sentine the Christian Church ; and, what is far more remarkabio, 35,000
te 40,000 native converts raised up by missions, consecrating .their tirne
and tiîeir talents tothe reclamiation and evangelization of their oi cointrv.
inen. Se that the very missions that some people called a f ailure, actually
have mnuitiplied the laborers on hoathen soi), se, that thoy represent six
timnes as many as the whole Churoli of Christ sonds out te evangelizo thie
ivorid

Ilave you noticed what inissionarios have wreught in difforent loeau-
tics ? Look at just a few speciznens of what the hundred ycars have acconi-
plished. Takze the ninoty-five years of mission history from 1797 to i se2 in
the South Scas. Fourteen years wvithout a convort!7 Then two natives in
Talliti that had been impressed in a mnissionary's faniily, duringr the absence
of ai1 the missionaries from the island, were found praying for the ovangeli-
zation of their own countrymen. Those twe converts of 1811 werc leaders
of a host now numnbering 850,000 converts, and Western Polynesia is
evangelized. Take the soventy-five years of the Amnerican l3aptist U~nion.
Wheni Judson wvent te, lurmah lie was the soie representative of the Baptist
«Union, and Burmahi was the sole field of laber ; and lie werked for tell years
and had but one clîurcli of 18 converts te ishow for ail Ilis worL-. Tlîey wrote
te him frein Aniorica 1'W-.11, Judson, howv about prospects V'" "Prospects!
ail riglit," said lie, " briglit as the promises of God." And now, looking
back over those scventy-five years, Nvhat de yen find ? Taking into aceolint
those first ton years of comparative failure, there lias been establislied a
new Baptist church, for every three weoks of the entire time, day and
nigllit. And thero lias been a new convert baptized for overy thire 1mars
of the entiro timo, day and ni.glit. Whio of us would, not likeo to geo
a littie of a siiiilar &' failure" hore in Great Britain 2 Supposing we !nOOk
at what fift.y years have accouiplishied in varions fields. Talc the ficIl
im, Turkey, for insqtantice. The resuit of tiiose fifty yoars lias been twenty-
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