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A MISSIONARY HEROINE.
BY REV. A, H, BRABFORD, D.D., MONTCLAIR, N. I

Thomas Carlyle has written a book on heroes, but be has no place
in it for heroines. Heroism, in the opinion of that cantankerous but
honest writer, is something which belongs only to men, and to men
of a fine quality of clay. The world shounld never forgive him for
not including among his chapters one on the heroism of woman. His
book, however, is a reflection of the common sentiment. Tenderness,
delicacy, daintiness, and possibly uselessness, are regarded as the char-
acteristics of woman, while of strength, courage, wisdom, and the
‘power to do great things, the male sex is supposed to have a monopoly.
Doubtless the heroism of woman has been, on the whole, passive rather
than active, but patient endurance of suffering requires a loftier qual-
ity of courage than the battle-field. Carlyle’s book on heroes could
be easily matched by one on heroines, who, while they have not been
conspicuous before the world, have displayed qualities of sublimest
courage in both action and endurance.

Among all the records of the heroic no examples are more thrilling
than the histories of the early missionaries. Those who go to heathen
lands to-day know little of what was experienced by those who went,
half a century ago.  Steam was not on the ocean; railways were not.
ontheland; there waslittle communication among nations. The people-
to whom the missionaries went were proud, cruel, and some of them:
cannibals, There was little public sentiment at home to encourage
those who went abroad. Comfort was exchanged for privation and
suffering, and sympathy was uncertain. This paper will present an
outline of the life of one of these mmssionary heroines of the early
years of the present century.

In October, 1812, a young man, who was not even a Christian, went
to Andover Theological Seminary to study, not for the ministry but,
about religion.  The results were his conversion, the mission in Bur-
mah, and the long and usefullife of Adoniram Judson. While a student
in Andover he went with others to the meeting of the Association in
the neighboring town of Bradford, to apply for apprabation to preach
the gospel.  This young man, one of four or five who had consecrated
themselves to work in the foreign field, had already declined a pro-
fessorship in Brown University,and soon after declined a call to Park



