1590.] ““TO EVERY CREATURE.” 107

Shanghai appealed to the Christian Church to evangelize China in
the present generation, and many hoped it would be accomplished
within the present century. More than half the time before the close
of the century has passed, and not one-hundreth part of the people
have been reached, yet this generation is the last of sixty since our
Saviour gave the command, which, as Dr. Pierson has well pointed
out, has laid the responsibility on the church of ecach successive oen-
eration to give the gospel to each individual living in its own period.

How are we going to treat the Lord Jesus Christ in reference to
this command? Shall we definitely drop the title Lord as applied
to Him, and take the ground that we are quite willing to recognize
Him as our Saviour Jesus, so far as the cternal penalty of sin is con-
cerned, but are not prepared to recognize ourselves as bought with a
price, or Him as having any claim to our unquestioning obedience ?
Shall we say that we are our own masters, willing to recognize some-
thing as His due, who bought us with Iis blood, provided Ile do not
ask too much; our lives, our loved ones, our possessions are our own,
not His; we will give Him what we think fit, and obey any of 1lis
commands that do not demand too great a sacrifice? To be taken to
heaven by Jesus Christ we are more than willing, but we will not
have this Man to reign over us.

The heart of every true Christian will unhesitatingly reject this
proposition when so formulated, but have not countless lives in each
generation been lived as though it were a proper ground to take?
How few of the Lord’s people have recognized the truth that Christ
is either Lord of all, or is not Lord at all ! If we can judge God’s
Word instead of being judged by the Word; if we can give to God
as much or as little as we like, then e are lords, and e the indebted
one, to be grateful for our dole, obliged by our compliance with His
wishes; if, on the other hand, He Zs Lord, let us treat Him as such.
“AWhy call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
“If yelove Me keep My commandments.” Thank God, an increas-
ing number of Ilis children are truly secking to crown Ilim Lord of
all, and are scarching the Scriptures daily that they may know Ilis
will, in order to do it, praying continually, “ Teach me, O Lord, the
way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the end.”

To all such the Master’s command, “To every creature,” will
come with great power; knowing it to be Iis will that every living
human being shall be evangelized, everything that prayer and effort
can do towards its accomplishment will be felt to be a privilege as
well as a duty; each will ask himself, “ What wilt Thou have me to
do?" Will not the very youngest believers pray and give, and inter-
est their young companions 2 and what mighty power there is in the
simple, trustful faith of alitde child who believes in Jesus ! Will
not those who are older recognize the probability of their being per-
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