
6 OIIRISTIAN MISSIONS AS TUE ENTERPRISE OP TIIE CRiiUIi.(J:,

thie, out of tliy book whlich thou hiast wvrittcn." Tie truc inltorplre-
tation of that sublime intercession of the great Jewishi lawgiver is not
foiund in a, dosperato determination to be identificd witli Israel even lin
tlîeir rejection ; but, as wc conceive, Moses was offerinig hirnselr as a,
sacrifice for tule siningii people with whloni God was so justly incelnsed:

ratior than not forgrive thiem, blot me out of thy book!1" >auil,
loig- after and ivith fa': more lighit rapon tlho glory of sutcl divine altr-u-

i-:, aid :"II could wish thiat myself woere accuirsod froin Chirist
for my brethren."1 That was Learing flic cross ; thiat was being cruci-
lied witiî Christ ; thiat entitled the grreat apostle of thie Gentiles to sazy:
leFromn liencoforthi let no man trouble me, for I bear lu my body the
marks (are7i1a-a) of the Lord Jesus."

This, thoen, is thoe buisiness to whicli tli King gave iisel£, even
unito deathi, and wliich lIe bas entrusted to ail disciples. First of ail,
we are to get salvation, and thoen to grive it ; and to get it tliat we may
grive it. Every disciple is called to be a, co-ivorker wvithi God tho Fathor,
a co-sufferer wiLh Goil the Son, a co-witness witu God thie ioly Ghlost,*
ini thie savill< of souls. Whiatever other pursuit may dlaim, our atten-
tion and endeavor, this is the onc, business of cvery disciple's li1e. This
is bis vocation ; aIl other things ar23 but avocations. This is the on10
and only legitimate Calling desorving to Iloccllpy " uis Iltili Ho corne."e
Unitil thiis trutli and fact bo acknowledged. and felt-unitil thils obliga-
tion and privilego beconue i'oal and vivid, vital and vitalizin-tlhere C.11
lie no adequiate prosocution of the work of missions. Un itil tlhei tie
impl)use and inipetus are, laekiing thoro is ilo adequate motive to
IJecome a niotor to our porsonal and ecclesiastical nmach inery. We aire
buildinig wivthiout a base, and tho iwbolo structure is iiistable.

Buit, on thie otboer biand, lot thiis coniceptionî of life, duty and respoisi-
bility take tenacions hiold of every beliovor: Iarn called. of God to bear
the cross aifter Christ to follow the sanie business ivhici HIe followed-
seking aud savwig thoe lost. Thon lot at ]îoly qflc/ioiz-a, passion for
souls-set this conception on firo ivithi the flame of love ! Anid, before
such a conviction, transfigured, into sucb overpowvering enthuisiasni, die
work of missions wonld advance as forost fires niove, witb thie strides
of a giant and, the spoed of the whirlwind, swoeep)ing or meltiing al
obstacles in its patb, rapid -and rosistless as tlie niarcli of C1od ! Sueli
iviIl bc the oeryy of our work for God, iwhen ive righitly conicoive it,
auJ recoive into our becarts the omnipotence of its appeal, anîd of its
impulsive and propualsivo auJ expulsive passion for souls.

But aniother k-indred 'rosult -will follow - We shiail take up missions
with a new spirit of enteirpriso. That wvord, enterprise, lias eoine to
hiave a fixcd and definite moauing. 14, sugctests an11 undert-ahiin of
importance, anl arduous endeavor, ivith the acceptance of hazard or

*See 1 Cor. iii: 0; Col. î - 24; Johin xv : 26, '27.
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