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wonderful success, and God has used them as His agents in changing these
degraded Papuans into civilized and Christianized heings. But salvation
came too late to save the race. The seeds of decay had taken too strong
a root, and it is only a question of a comparatively few years when they
will have disappeared altogether from the colony of Victoria. The veteran
missionary Hagenaner is still at the head of the work, and, if we mistake
not, has been appointed by the Government as its chief agent in all its
cfforts in behalf of the aborigines.

‘While the Papuans are thus dying out in Southeastern Australia, in
North Queensland, as stated above, they still exist in large numbers and
in their savage state. While they are there not at the mercy of cruel ex-
convicts and licentious gold-diggers, yet their modern ¢ civilized"” enemies
are the pearl fishers, who press their men and boys into service, debase
them still more with liquor, and secure their women for immoral purposes.
If a white man is killed, a2 descent is made upon the coast whence the
murderer is supposed to have come, and without any attempt to secure the
guilty party, a raid is made upon whatever black fellows can be found, and
these mercilessly shot down. Before the advent of Moravian missionaries,
no attempt was made by the Government to control these outrages, But
the consciences of the Christians of Australia about ten years ago became
aroused in regard to the deplorable state of these northern Papuans, and
the Lutherans and Presbyterians, witnessing the success of the Moravians
in Victoria, petitioned the Moravian Church to undertake the mission,
agreeing to furnish the peeuniary support.  Various delays, due principally
to governmental complications, hindered the beginuing of the work at that
time. But five years ago the United Presbyterians of Victoria, New
South Wales, and Queensland renewed their petition and offer.  Mission-
ary Iagenauer made two exploratory tours. He found the Papuans naked
savage blacks, wild, cruel, treacherous, superstitions. The advice given to
the young pioncer missionaries afterward appeinted was, * Never Ieta
native geb behind you ; he cannot resist thrusting his spear into you.”
The Queensland Iapuans, like their former Southern brethren, are likewise
cannibals, and have been surprised in the midst of their horrible feasts, so
there can be no doubt of this awful fact. Hagenauer says, ** that the
abominations of their heathenism surpass what he was painfully familiar
with in the early days, of the mission in Victoris. He speaks of their
corroborees, or nightly dances, as immoral orgics ; nor could he venture to
deseribe some of the cruel and sbominable ceremonies by which their
youths are introduced to manhood.”

Finally, in 1891, James Gibson Ward, who had been pastor of the
Moravian Church in Ballinderry, North Ircland, and his wife, and Nicolss
Hey, from the Moravian Missionary Institute at Niesky, Germany, who
afterward married the sister of Mrs. Ward, undertook this perilous mis-
sion. They landed at Cullen’s Point in November, 1891, and began put-
ting up the mission house at Mapoon. This remote place was purposely




