
wondcrful succcss, and God bas uscd themn as Bis agents in changing these
dcgraded Papuans into civilizcd and Christianized beings. But salvation
camne too late to save the race. The scecis of dccay had taken too strong
a root, and it is only a question of a comparatively few yeais wheu they
wil! bave disappeared altogether from the colony of Victoria. The veteran
missionary Hagenaner is stili at the head of the work, and, if we mistake,
not, bas becn appointcd by the Govcrnment as its chief agent in ail its
efforts in behaif of the aborigines.

While the Papuians are thus dying out iu Southeastern Australia, in
North Queensland, as statcd above, they stili exist in large numbers and
in their savage state. While they are there not at the mercy of cruel ex-
conviets and licentions gold-diggers, yct their modern 1'civilized" enemies
are the peari fishiers, who, press their men and boys into service, debase
thc.m st.ill more witli liquor, and secuie their 'women for immoral purposes.
If a white man is killed, a descent is made upon the coast wbence the
inurderer is supposed to bave corne> and without any attcinpt to, secure the
guilty party, a raid is made upon wbatever black felIows %=n be found, and
these rnercilessly shot down. Before the advcnt of iMoravian missionaries,
no attempt was made by the Goverument te control thc&> outrages. But
the consciences of the Christians of Australia about ton years ago became
arouscd iu regard to the deplorable state of these nortbern Papuans, and
the Lutherans and Presbytcrians, witnessing the succcss of the Moravians
in Victoria, petitioncd the iMoravian Chureh to, undertake the mission,
agreing to furnisli the pecurdary support. Varions delays, due principally
to goverumenta. complication;, lindered the beginning of the work at that
time. But five years ago the United Presbyterians of Victoria, NKew
South «%Va1es, and Queensland rcncwed their petition and offer. Mission-
air' flagenauer miade two exploratory tours. fle found the Papuans naked
savage blacks, -wild, cruel, treacherous, superstitiolis. The advice given te
the young pioncer niissionaries afterward appointed was, "'Nover let a
native get behind you ; ho cannot rcist thrasting bis spear int you."
The Queensland Papuans, like their former Southeru brethren, are likowise
cannibals, and bave been surprised in the midst of their borrible feasts, so
there ean be no doubt of this awful fact. ]lagenauer says, " that the
abominations of their hecatienism snrpass 'what ho was painfully famuliar
'with in the carly days. of the mission in Victoria. Ilo speaks of their
corrborees, or nigltly dances, as immoral orgies ; nor could be venture to
describo some of the cruel and abominable ceremonies by whlich their
youths are introduced to manliood."7

Finally, in 1891, James Gibson Ward, who bad been pastor of the
.Moravian Church in Baliinderrvy, North Ireland, and bis wife, and Nicolas
IIey, from, the Maravian Missionary Institute at Niesky, Gcrznany, Who
aftcrward married Lthe sister of Mrs. Ward, undertook t1is perilous mis-
sion. They landed at Cullen's Point in November, 1891, and began put-
ting Up tho mission bouse at M.Napoon. Thiis remote place was purposely
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