
ic TAÂLES OF THE BORflIRS.

whall, theieibre, in bis history mention him
hy the naine of Ebenezer Baird. As ha grew
in year., thse disagreeable expression of his
tountenance becaine atronger, hie deformity
nnd lainenees increased, and the treatinent
)soiiad experienced added to botis.

When nine yeara of ag , he %vas sent to a
bMerding-chool about twelve miles distant.
~Iere a new saries of parsecutione awaited
hlm. Until the day of his entering the school,
lie was alinset ignorant tisat there was an
alphabet. He knew nlot a latter. He had
man one or two books, but ha knew net their

vo&-he had neyer seen any one look upon
them-he regarded thein merely as ha did a
,pieture, a pieca ofuseless furniture, or a play-,
thing. Lamne as he wus, he had elimbed the
etcep and the dripping precipice for the eggs
ofthe water ouzel-sought arng the crags
'for the young of the gorgeous kingflser, or
elimbed the tallest trees in quest of the crest-
ed wrens, which chirped and fiuttered in in-
visible swarms among thse branches.* The
bird. were to him. companîons; he wished ta
fratheir YOUI)g that they might love hum,
for there was a lack of somethiag ini bis
beart-he knew flot what it was--but it was
the void o! being baloved, of being ragarded.
1t iesaaid that Nature abhors a vacaurn, arnd
Po did the heart of Ebanazer. Hie kne*w nlot
what namo to give it, but ha Ionged fbr corne-
thing that would shaw a liking for hiin, and
ta which ha could shew a liking ini raturn.
Tise heart is wicked, but it is not uneoial-
its itoctions wither ins solîtarinea. Whan he.
atroled forth on thes rambles about theoglan,
Jsaving asked thse permission of his modiar or
Iceeper (cati her what you will) before ha
want-" Go, imp ! Esop " ase wvas svont to
exciajim, "and 1 shahl pray that >'ou may,
break your nack berore you retura.' Tisera
were no farmars' or shapherds' children with-
in severat miles-ha had sean soa of tham,
end when they hadl ean humn, they hacl
laughad at his deformity-they liad imitated
hie lamenese, and contorted thair cuuritenan-
mae into a caricaturad rar-emblance of hiq,
Such were poor Ebeaezer's acqu'e nte,
and suais bis acquaintance wvith humana na-
ture, wisen lie dncerad thse boarding-scsool.

* The water ouzel, the hngfishor. and tho
trested wran, abound in thse vicinity of the
Cheviots-though the latter beautiful littie
treature la ganarally considered as quite a, rara
avia-ttsd last lenr ont being shot about Cumn-
berland. the cireuniatanco wont tise round of

the nw.papra.!But the bird is flot rare, itû«
enly dificult to be seon. and gancrally flutters
&mnon Z the ea-ves and rirai thea tep branchesj.1

A primer was put into bis bands. " What
muet 1 do with a t' thought Ebenazer. Hie
beheld tise rod of correction ici thea bands of
thse teacher, and ha tremblad'-for his msui-
shapen shouldere wara farniliar with such. an
instrument. Ha heard aLliers raad-he saw
them write-and ha faared, wondered, and
trambled the more. fle tisougit tisat ha
wvould ba catlad upon te do thea saine, and ha
knew ha coutd not. Ha had no idea of*learn-
ing-he lad never heard ci* suais a thing.
Ha thought that ha must do as ha Faw othere
doing a: once, and ha cast rnany troub!ad
looks at thea lord of a hundrad boys. Whan
tisa naine of 'I Ebanezer Biaird" was callad
out, he buret into tears, ha sobbed, terrir
overwhejmed lin. But whan tise teachar
approached hlm kindly-took himn frons hm
seat-placad hima betwean hie knaes-pattd
his haad, and desiîrad h imn to spaak after is
thaiseart of the littiea crippla svas assurad, and
more tisai assurad; iLj was thse first. turne he,
had axparianced kindnass, and lae could have
fallen on tisa ground and huggad tha knaesa
of bis master. The teacher, indeed, found
Ebanazer tisa rost ignorant scholar le ladI
avar met with, but ha was ne tyrant, of thse
birch, thougis to his pupils

A Man Savais hoe was, and Sterns ta viewr;"

and though ha had ail thse mannere and aus-
terity of thea oid sahool about him, he did nc'
Iay hie head upon tisa pillow with his armI
tired by tisa incessant uee of the ferula. e
was touchad with tise simplicity and thse exJ
tramne ignorance of his naw boardar, ad h
fait also, for his lamaness and defbrmnity.
Thrice, La ivant ovar tisa aiphaSet with hL
pupil, comrncig- Big Ass-Little t"1
and having got ovar b, ha told him to re-
mnaber tisat c was like a haif moon- YVa
aya mmid c again," added ha, " think ye 84t
tisemoon." Ths :hey weaton tog, and1!,
askad lins whiat tise carters said ta thair har
s« wlin they wished then ta go faster; bu;
ths Ehenezer could nlot tell-carts knd liri
ses ivere sights tisat hae lad ean as objects dl.
wvonder. Tisay are but saldons sean aingî:
the hulis nnw, and in thosa days they wcre
aimost unknown. Getting over h, ha strovi
ta inipress i upon tisa mamory of lis pupil, b.r
:ouching the sotlitary gray orbit in hie coun-1
tanance> (for Ebenezar isad but oaaj ,) n
asking Min wha: ha called it-" my e'e," ab%
ewarad Ebanezer.

'No, air, you must not say your e'e, but'
5your eye--mind sisat, and tisat latter is L."

The teacher ivent on, shewing lim, tht h9
rr l net forget round 0, and crooked.8, ad


