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eae.and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall1 0 oOSed in* heaven :" and the power su arrogantly
P-laimled, by the popes, is thus expressly dèlegated tu
edIlthe apoÎsti Os: 44Whose soever sins ye remit tiiey are
ternitfed unfo them; and wvhose soever sins y'e retain
the3. are retainied."t

e1,12. As the apostleship, it may be added, was ilI-
conmunicable, so no person coutl daim, on flie4!Otld of succession, the privileges or powers whicli

il, 'itvolved. lie only was pan apostie who liad been
.lit by Christ hitnself to prcach the Gospel, nor coîîld

"'bher the character or the office be transferred or
eescend to others. So that, cou Id the Rornanisfs de-,

rAOl5f rate both the supremacy if Peter, and lus es-
telishmnent as bishop, of Rome, their ar.-ument would
'lot have advanced a sfep, as no powver, cither sriri-

0fa O temporal, would in consequence accrue ho the
popes.

143 The superiority to which the Roman bishoasIrery early a-pired, and to which by dexterous inan-
kelbtent of a foruîinate concurrence of eircumsiances,fhey at la st attained, wvas arrogaf cd and accounted

ar t different periods, on very différent grounds.
Irfaio the first tour centuries, it is noturiouis, tlic

Xdlvo-'tes. of the Roman se, recurrcd to the dignitîv
't11 inprac of the city, to the imperial ediets and
reseripts, and to the dcrees of cou ucils-particular-

'Y tbOse of the obscure counicil of Sard ica.
144. Thei r succession from Peter bcgan first ho be

40ticed by the popes s hortly befoére the accession of
Con$stantine fo the goyerniment oif the empire; but

tePeculiar privileges which it wvas supposed to con-
fe were altogether unknown fti the fifth centuiry,

Rdwere gradually increased in numbEr, and ampli-
fienxtent, during inany succeeding ages.

111 his lether to Cyprian, Stephen First comments on
,p dignity of his see, and his succession fromi Si.
I eter but founds no definife dlaimi on either. Thc
Inertious argument- which confributcd so powerfully
%c o.ly to rear, but, du ring many ages, to support,

1 hb berarchy, was first seriouisly urged bv Innocent.
'te'ulness>whicli the popes had shoui arig

~lhsimportant disco very was ampli' cornpenisated
liethe zeal with whieh they etnploycd it afier it was

The authority which bcf'ore they willingly
teerred to the emperors and Couincils, was now%
,>Àly demanded as fthe gift of heaven. Tltey natu-

11Yceased to allege. the wealth of their sce, and
the lplendour of the capital, as the groutuds of supe-

rt 1
1Y whien they could evince a positive warrant,

11h Peter, from, the great Foun der of Christ ian i y
What, befure, men miglif attack as i.

tMpérO inconvenient, was nowv ra iscîl ahove sîîch
lb 'bY the sublimity of a divine appointinent and,' &ttIMPL tht, demolif ion of aa edifice su reared,

the* ministry' comprehended an absolute power to
forgive sins.

There was, on the contrary no species or exfeni of
power 'vhich the divine right mightnfot easiiy include.
An unlimited jurisdicfion in heaveii, in earth, and
uinder the eaî'th. was confèrred bv the custody of the
kcys which could witm equal facilify unlock the gates
of' paradise and of purgaiory.

146. The ancient mode, however, of asserting the
superioritv of the Roman sec, was nof relinqtîished
immrediat e]y ou the dis-covt-ry of another and a more
effective mnethod. Time %vas required, during which
ilie new ar 'gument might acquire weight, if flot by
its intrinsic validify, at least by the effect of continuai1
reiteration. Zoiru.aecordingly, the suceessor of
Innocent, deigned to iiinîtate former popes, lu Ièéund-
ing hii right o 1 f interfèrence with otherchurches, on
the vulgar grounds oif decrees, rescripts, and his resi-
dence in the capital,

147. But flic necessity of la change in the grounds
on xvhich the popes, should raise their sec fu a supre-
iîuacy in flc church, hecame, afier the commence-
ment tif flhe firth century, evcry day more apparent.
"The city of* Consfantinople was noxv superior in

diguù 'y f0 that oif Rome. It wîas the sole imperial
city in the whole chrisiian world, and Rome only
the inetropolis tf a sînail kingdom,; the kin-gdom of
ltal-e. he counicils hadali f'ouideld the pre eminence,
honounrs, and privileges, grantedl by them lo the see
ou' Ruine, on the digifiy of the city, and the regard
anti respect that wcre duc tu the mitropulis, and seat
of the empire. That foutîdation was iiof wiîhdrawzî,
and G.elasius did iiot knov but as twu oecumenical
counicils, of* Cutistanuinople and Chalcedon, had.
placed! the rival sec next in dignity to that of Rome,
a third might tipon the same principle, raise il above
the see of Rome, as if hiad been already raiscd above
that of Alexandria and Antiuclî. To puevent this,
and L'y a îîew foundation iliat could not be removed,
and at flic saine tilne nuliglit support the prinmacy,
îvhatev'ci becaine of' the rity; lie, Pope Gelasius,
enîîcied il decee, bcîldly decl,,rinig, ais il' ail records
liai been destruyed, atil men knew nothing, of whac.
happenuîd but a fèev yeîirs befiire, tnit "it %vas flot tu
aniv cotitieils, or the decere of' any, that the Roman
Lhitnolic and Apostolic Cliureu owed hier primîn y,
buit to tie wvords of' our Savitir. 'Thou anr Peftri,
&c? anditliereby buiilding- th,,- cliirci upi; 'oi ln a,;
tîpon a rok.1, fliat iioti ingi coulil sua ke; t liai tlie Ro-
mnan cliorel, noi lavîn- spot or wnri ik t', was c 'lise-
craied iýbove titI other cliuirclies, by the presee, as
well as the dcath, and fnarivrdomn, and gluriotis trn-
uimph of the uwo ctîicf aposi les, Peter and Pý,ul, m-io
suffered t Romne, under Nero, flot at différenf, as
the hereties sa ' ', but ait fle saine timne and on flue same
daiy ; and tat tue Ruiinan churcu is flic first cI:urch,
because f otnded by flie first t Aposf tle," &c

Kower moreover, which had rcsted on the tory o)f the liierdtrcly, luaipened in flue conclusion oif
àf foundation ot rescri;îts and decrees, îniglht, ftie filih century.
'novaI of themn, raal to the grounîl. No suich 1~~hnfritccîio tcesinfo ee
Ycould atfacli fo flic Papal dominion, when 4_ hnfrthecim sceqofonPtr
Sdovered ho stand,on flic ir-nînutable basis oif a etpfiprînstescesbsvo fwa

4nu,,n. madle diii ouf prou):tlily foresce ifs consequences.
The oiily plirpose wliich innocent appears fu have'lue lcind and degree of power, alsoj confer- îuad in view, waus f0 refèr flic power lie t/îen posses-ed,ie resMnipfs of flic enîperors, atnd the decr7ees mot to those sources fitn. -hîich if was uniloubîedly

'ils, were perîèctlyv ascertained. If w'ould, derive(l, butioua divifne ri-lit. But thu'ple.-I which would
IPle,hav req uired nu C'omuîn inzentiily to ijiît4y île djegr: e of' îuirrityaliîetdy atu:intd,
ýt the " liberty ut' juudging bishops," bcstow- jjj-j it Nquw4; tirgel 1i'(.r te piirpose of arrogafing
-Papal chair by Valentinian, inclfuded flhe 11,J jwîýiliugi any -reaier deîe The importautttcposiî kings; or that a - siplerýiorily as foi dfintg 'icli lie cunfeu'red up0fl the successol'6

ts of the aposiolic sce, and ait equiiy Ls to____

xvii.j Tite wor.fq nf a letter addfressed by an talit mynod to
23. 1 Bu.I,îis7.fPee vol il. P. 2.33.
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