
l'le Qucen of

b)oardl thecir sliips to tranisport lier
armny to tlhe I-loly Land. Thiese,
heingy a practical people, dleman(led
paymient for tli5 service in 1)100(,
since the gold whcrcwitli to pav
wvas lacking. Thus dic Frcnchi
wvent to the assauît of iLara, and
retook for the Venetians thie Dal-
niatian qo1onies wyhichi had shaken
off thieir voke.

'lhle olilest. perlial)s, of modem1
nations, the Venet ianis outstripped
aIl othiers in the arts of civilization.
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J)le of our lieinispiiere, the Arahs
anid the Greeks, to borrowv froin
theni the elements of their deicate
andi exquisite arts.

Thei more fainiliar we grow with
the history of Venice, the more w'e
conic to inarvel at the 1)ractical
coiilniseusc of tîjis liand(ll of
hunian heings, Nvho, by the four-
tc.enthi or fiftecntli centurv. weî*e
inaking nmore noise in thé world,
and filling- a greater place, than the
populations of tlhe largest empires.
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TIuE STI'<1ID CO>LONNAD>ES.

Before thie tenthi centurv thev hiad
lnîîlt on tlieir group of ishlnds nio
lcss than seventv chutrclies, sonie
of whichi, lilce thiose of Torcello,
were miracles of art. Thiev were
the first to have the sense of
luxury, to aI)preciate the refine-
mients of life, thec first to delighit in
su-mptuiots hiouses andl fahrics. in
the spiendour of genis an(d the
sheen of pearis. M'hile Europe
xvas yet plunged in the clarkness of
the 'Middle Ages, the Venetiaus
wvent to the onîx' two civilized peo-

Asý carlv as the fiftli centurv we
find thcmn in possession of a gov-
eriimieut, in the shiape of Cinsuils
sent fromi 1,Itda to adniistr the
islets of the Rialto. lu the
seveuth century they begin to feel
tleir m-av towar(l a inew formi of
,overnuiient, and noininatc a Doge,
Paul of 1-eraclea. 111 737 tliey
appoint as hieads of the State cer-
taiin1 yeýariv iniagistrates, calle(l

m'iasters o;f the iiitia-;" but, five
vears later, findingr tliat the con-
stanit transfer <of power gives iii-


