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otder and distribution of the cubject av teeated by Kirwan. 1n
fact I will use his letters, not as the cause, but as an vccasion
which I will teke advantage of, for the purpose of giving those
among our Protestant friandr, whn may desite to be informed
ot the subject, an apportunity of making up their minds on the
relative strength of the nrguments for and againat the Catholic
religion.  The widely extended circulation of your paper will
bring what I shall wnts immediately under the eyes of buth
your Catholic and Protestant subseribers in different pants of
the country.  Neiiher is it unscasonable, that such a series of
lette:s should be pablished at 1he present timo ; however much
Tmay regret that the work s uot to be undertaken by somo one
having less occupation, and more capacity 10 do it justice than
myself. The relative posinon of the Catholic and Protestant
Churches, at the prescot time, is one of deep interest to ear-
nest and reflectiog minds among all parties. Since ths event
commnonly called tho Reformalion, here has perhaps been no
period when the Catholic religion was Jeoked upon with an
littlo disfaveur by those unhappily scparated from her comumu-
niun, 73 the preseat.  Much igaorance, and much prejudies, ro
doubt still prevail among them—and i we se2 an uncasiness
of mind—au alinost general condition of uasecutled convictions
in reférence to matters of belief—if we witness a yearuing after
something fiaed and stable in doctrine—a desire fur such a
cuurse ot events as might lead w0 general unity amoong Chris.
tians; every grod man should labour to encourago these dispa-
sitions, and point out the only means by hich the objectaimed
at can ever be attained. Tt is admitied by many of themselves
that Protestautism, whatever it may been as a theory, has not
come up ia praciice to the anticipation of its founders,  In Ger-
many it has al'owed millions to glide through its f:eble res-
traints and pass into Rationahism and Infidelity—and this, too,
aat by opposing it principles but by applying a bolder logic to
their consequences.  In Lagland it has perverted the ancient
vesources of the poor, and peratted ther to sink into a lamen-
table condition of 1gnorance vn the subject of religion, and of
moral depravity.

vome legion, Audit isouly in contemplating these its results,
that many sincere meun desire caraestly that in the providesce
of lhe Almighty, some remedy might be fuund, which would
airest and repaic the present disorder.  IFror all this, it i3 but
reasoitable to suppose that a treatize which sioald set forth ol
most ia any form, the relative grounds of the two sysiems of
religion, without any of the acerbity of mere controversy, would
bo hailed by a lasge portion of the public.  This is what I shal}
aim at accomplishing,

For a week or two 1 shall be 2bsent from the city, and 3s
soon after my return as possible I shall commence, in the form
of laiters, a statement and revicw of what may be deemed most
irmportant og this great question.

JeJoun, Bishop of New-York.

MEETING IN TAVOR OF HIS HIOLINESS POPE PIUS
IX. AND THE ITALIAN PEOPLE AT THE
TABERNACSE.

This was one ofthe most numerous and most respectabl as-
semblages that we have ever witnehsed in New-York, as may
be seea in referenceto another colama.. Muoh credit is due to
the several .committees of:z;rasgément for the foresight and

Working withia uself it has given rise to]
doubts and divisions uot:d the name of its sects hase almost he-!

good taste mamfested tn the order of proceedings, and in the
general details of the meeting. 'I'he Tubernacle, which is so
contrived as to furnish as much standing or sitting rovta s
it is possibic to securo within the same space, was crowded
densely both on the flnor, and in the vanous galleries, and the
good urder and decorum of the vast assewnblage during wne
whole of the proczedings wero worthy of 3ll praise. ‘The meet-
ing was cmphatically American, and yet mingling in that crowd
there were repiresentatives of all the nations of Farope as well
of Southern Ameriea.  There were also 1epres atatives of al-
most cvery ereed and persuasion in this community, and it was
certainly a cheening spectacls to behold all these differences of
creed and country megged into ono foeling of real interes: and
affectionate admiration for the noblo attitude which has been
sssumed and sustained with o much dignity by his preseut Ho-
lineas Pius 1X,

1t wzs not a Jittle remarkable thut the speakers, without =,
single exception, gave esidence of their emancipation from, ot
at Jeast their power of controlling the prejudices of early traia-
ing in reference to the Pope of Roms—and the eathusiasm ma-
nifested owed perhaps as much to those prejudices as to the no-
ble character of our present illusttious Poatiff, It seemed tobe
taeitly assumed that his predecessors with:out exception have
been opponents aot friends of civil liberty, and that he has sud-
denly and unexpectedly gone forth ftom the line of their exam-
ple. Itdid not ocenr perhaps to one of them that most of the
strugyles 1n which the Pupes have beea engaged with temporal
governments have been caused bp their zeal for sacial rights
and for tho protection of the otherwiss defenceless peoplo
aganst the tyranny of their suvereigns. flad 1t not been for
tire Popes, western Europe would at tlus day, in all probability,
be us ignorant ofconstitutivnal freedom as T'arkey or Russia.—
[t was by the carly struggle of the Popes that nations became
imbued with a knowledge of their civil and political rights, and
it was by the sanction and support o.the Church that thoso
rights Lecame reengnised and established. The childhiood of
many of those who attended the meeting of the other night,
must have been frightened by reading in the little story books
how Popes used to make kings and emperors stand hare-headed
in their presence, and held their stirups as they monnted on
horsebacs.  Such scenes as that witnessed last Monday night
may suggest (o them thatit was a great blessing fur the subjects
of Lkings and cmperors, as well asothers, to have had Popes
1o teach empersors, even by such rude lessons, that they could
not trample the rights of justice, and of the people with impu-
nity.

A more extended investigation of the history and circumstan-
ces of the Bishops cf Rowe coming down tu our times, will gg.

tisfy them that the Papes were always friends of Iiberty, except
iin 8o {ar as its euemies the sovereign tyrants of Tucope, Catho-
the: and Protestaut, deprived them of the power of doing what
theyowauld. {3 is not too much to assume that ovne of tho
reasons why in the sinteenth century several of the Princes of
Europe rejected the supremacy of the Holy See, was to enjoy

‘fihe privilege of a more despotic an:d irresponsible sway in their

ownstains, ‘The,Catholic powers on the juther hand not only
took ieaseres to prevent the Popes from meddling with therc
internal civil policy, but t0 some extent tovk the Supreme Pun-
tiff into their special gudrdianship and keepiag, £o that he might
not have puwer even 13-his 0wn'states to grant or execute those
ameliorations wiich world be beneficial to his people, but might
be productive of discontent among their.

'Fhe glory of Pius IX. therefuré is not merely that heisa
frieud of popular liberty, but it is that he has progounced for the




