
TH-E MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

OUR FRENOH MISSION SOHOOL
AT POINTE-AUX-

TREMBLES.

The annual meeting of the Board of
Frenchi Evangelization wus held recently
in the city of Montreai. As I was pre-
sent on the occasion I took the opp:)r-
tunity of visiting for the first tîme our
Frenchi Mission Schools at Pointe-aux-
Tremblas in the neighborhood of that
eity. And now on nîy return home my
mind inclines me te give my impressions
of these Sclîools te the roaders of the
MAUITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

Soveral of our congregations in the
*Maritime Provinces arc supporting pu-
pils in these Mission Schoole, and uthers
of thcmn I have no doubt will be diispused
to foHowv their good exaniple when they
become bdfter auauted with these
interesting and hopfu institutionis.

Our xn3isters, it is truc, receive an
admirable annual Report of these Sohools
aigned by the learned chairman and in-
defatigable secretary.trcasurer of the
Board ofFrench Evangelization-Princi-

-n-Buit, in many instances theso Re-
ports are nover heard of ouîtside of the
m-inisters study room. As a consequenco,
maany of our good people in the Maritime
Provinces have onSy a very vagune idea of
of Pointe-aux-Trcmbles, and the sohools
that are thore locatcd. Hence the pre-
nant impressions for generai information.

Pointe-aux-Tremblea, lot me then say,
ie pleazantly aituated on the island of
Montreal about nine miles Eastward from
the city of 'Montical. The French name
Pointe-auï-Trembles signifies in plain
Englieh tho point of the poplars, or pop.
lex point, remind1ing us of Poplar Grove
Church in the city of Halifax. Tremble
is the Frenchi narne of a specias of poplar
noted for the trembling or tremulous
motion of its lea%%-s. Tlhe place is so
ealled becauso the point of latnd which
here projeets inte the river St. Lawrence
was originally covered with this specios
of. poplar tree. The old poplars that

ori gally grew on tise point have b)en
destryed by the ico carried down ini
anceessive springs by the great St. Law-
ronce. But I noticed some of tihe trees
stili standing around the Sohools whea I
visited theni. The two buildings, one
for thse boys and1 thse other for tise girls
are situated quite near each other. They
command a fi ne viow of thse noble St.
lawrenco, and connected -with them,
thora are seven acres of fertile level land

whichi are cultivated .by the teachers and
pupils for their own benefit.

There are five teachers in the institu-
tion, Mýr.Bourgoin,(principal)Mr.Wtier,
Miss Blair, Miss Cairuis, and Miss Boue
ohard. In addition to this regular staff
of teachers Miss Wales gives lessons in
music to, some of the female pupils. Mr.
Bourgoin and Mr. Watier are natives of
France. Ail the lady teachers are Cana-
dians. The branches taught lre reading,
writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography,
history, Latin, Grok, niathematice. 1
found 88 pupils present, 42 girls and 46
boys. Their a4es varied from Il to 30.
They belong prineîpally to the province
of Quebec, but some of them corne fi om
other parts of the Dominion. Two of
them- -Francois Chaplon and Ninnie Bar-
det are froni Stellarton. About one third
of them are the children of Roman Catho-
lit parents.

Iii stating as briefly as possible iny
impressions of the Institution I must
notice particularly thte ord.er and regular-
ity whith toick everY thing connerted witk (t
is conducted. One of our English bards
bias said that ordor is Heavn's first law.
And certaixîly order is a promninent fea-
turc in the working of this Institution.
Fromn dawn when t h e xorning boll calla
to prepare for the duties of the day tiU
a littie after nine in the cvening vhen-
ail retire to rest, every thîng is conduet-
cd with the regularity of dlock work-

The followving is the order of business.
Breakfast at seven o'elock ; from. half
past seven tilI a quarter to, nine house-
'work, in wvhich Iboys-u wveIl as girls take
p art; family prayers at fine; aine to ten,
Bible Cines at which ail are prosent ; ten
to twelvc, lessons ; dinner at twelve;-
recreation after dinner tili half-past one;.
fromn if-past oie to four, lassons again;
four te, five r<'creation or work ; tea at
six ; recreation te seven; sevea to nine
study lessons ; family prayers at aine
and then couche in clban wvell ventilated
dormaitories. This order of proceedings
is sirictly adhcrcd te. I was very favour-Iably impressedi with it. It must cr
tainly be conducive . te health and the
formation of regular habits, and the ac-
quisition of a large amount of usoful
knowledge.

The re ligous aemosph7ere of t4t Institut-
ion made an equally favorably impression
upon me. Aecording to the pro-sont
Educational 1mw of old France the Bible
and ail religous emblemes arc strictiy cx-
cluded from. the public achools of thlat
country And our good brethrcn in
Ontario arc just noiv strngously con-


