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BRITISH ,COLUMBIA MINING
LAWS.

The DI passed by the British Colum-
bin legistature to prohibit aliens fromn
owning placer mining claims in that
pravinee, is vecewving a great deul of
attentlon from the press all ovar the
conntry.  Some papers take the view
that the i is almed at United Siates
citizens. This 1s, of course, wrong.
The bill has no doubt been introduced
for the benelit of the province, aud it
doe~ not discriminate against any
particular cluss of forelgners. All are
treated allke. ‘The people of British
Conunbi, 16 may Le presumed, kKtow
their own business best, and they seem
almost unanimously in favar of this
weasure, as it was supported by
vath government and opposition m=m-
bers of “the legislature. It Is un-
doubtedly thielr belief that the ineas-
ure is in the interest of their province.
This is the sole object in adopting the
measure.  There I8 certainly no sentl-
went of hostility to the United Siates
or any other country in the matter.
Nor can tho people of the United
States complain that the action of
the British Columbia legislature is
unreasonabie or unjust, seceing that
the republic  has  always ex-
ciuded forcigners from exer-
cising ownership of mineral properties
in their ccuntry. Many Canadian
papers lcok upon the TUnited States
tarill as a measure dictated by hos
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tliity to this country. This Is all very
absurd. The Tnited States tarlff pol.
icy Is Gletated by what the people of
that country believe to be In their
own interest, and that Canadian trade
is made to suffer thereby s not
n matter for comsideration in fram.
ing that policy. It is just as unrens-
onnble, as many Canadian journals
take it, to suppose that the British
Columbia mining measure was directed
against the United States.

Neither can we consider it a hard-
ship, against which we should retali.
ote, that Canadians have been exchul.
ed from operating mines in the Gnited
States. It the people of. the Tnited
States consider it Is a wise policy to
exchwde foreigners in this way, it Is
their own business, and we have no
right to complain, any more than they
will have a right to compiain In the

matter of the prescnt ac-
tion ol the Britisle  Columbia
legislature, Besides this, Canadians

have the largest and richest unde-
veloped mineral country in the world.
We have all we can attend to at
home. There is ample scope wlth-
in our own boundaries for the ener-
gles of thoso who seek investments of
this nature. In fact it may bo con-
sidered that the exclusion of Cana-
diank frow United States mines has
been n benefit to Canada, as it has
kept our people at home and com-
pelled thew to devote their cnergies
toward developing their own country.

But while the pcople of British Co-
lumbia may be unaunimously in favor
of the new mcasure, it does not fol-
ow hat they have adopted a wise
policy. Looking at it from this dis-
tance there seem to be good reason
for doubting the wisdom of this new
policy. Canada, as we have already
mentioned, has vast undeveloped min-
eral regions, a considerable portion
of which Is in the province of British
Columbin. It would appear to be to
our benefit to have forcigners come
in to assist in the development of
this wealth. The country Is made
richer and trade and industry are
Increased by the development of our
mineral regions. Our own people et
the benefit of the expaunsion that
follows, though much of the develop-
ment may Le done by foreigners

Dry Goods Trade.

A Montroal agent writes: We bhog
to advise that owing Lo the rapid ad-
vance 1 the price of Egyptian cotton
and the dilliculty of procuring Awmer-
fean cotton suitable for the purposo
of manufacturing fine goods there is
a strong probability ol all classes of
fine cotton stuff advancing in price.

Spiuners o Oldham and viclnity had
Iast year the bost year's trade since
1890 All the companies excepting
two have declared satislactory profits.
Many adverse balances bhave baen
wiped out, and several private [irms
bave been put on their’legs. Tiings
are so promising that several new
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mills are being erected la Rochdale,
Oldham and Stockport.

It looks as If the long depression In
the woo! markets had about reuached
the low point. Prices in the United
States are unchanged since December
1, and are npow about 10 per cent
lower than a year ago. Tlere has
sgldom been a more discouraging yeur
in the Canadian fleece wool trade
thinn that of 1398, suys an eastern
exchange, and holders will rejoice to
fearnn that the long-enduring depres:
slon of tho market shows signs of
passing away.

The market for cotton goods in the
United States continues firm, and
prices are being steadily work-
ed highe~. A further advance In the
prices of bleached cottons was made
Jast week, while gray cottons are very
strong. Print cloths are well ve-
duced in stock, ana selling agents have
refused bDlds of 23-8 cents [for 61
squares. Prices ol printed fabries are
quietiy being advanced, the [inished
fabric being below the basis of vost of
the gray goods. Dress woolens are
quiet, although a better Jobbiag call
18 belng noticed, In mew's-wear wool-
ens trade {s quiet. Wlere fall goods
have been opened prices are 5 to 10
per cent jower than last year.

A Toronto report suys: Important
llnes of clay worsteds in suitings and
of beavers and kerseys 1 overcoatiugs
for next fall have been recently opei-
ed up. On all these the prices named
are fower than a year ago, 5S¢ per
yard lower in the cluys than the
prices made last September, but 13c
to 19c¢.lower than the prices ruling in
June last year, beavers and kerseys
showing dJdeclines of 10c¢ to 121-2¢ per
yard. ‘Chere have also been opened
some lines of fancies aud of serges,
and in each instance the decline from
lust year {5 on near a parity with
the foregoing. The market prices of
moust staples have yet to be dater.
mined and agents profess to believe
that the firmmness of values will sur-
prise merchants.

Food Adulteration.

Ottawa, Jan. 15.—~The aanual re-
port o the adulteration of food, Is-
sued by the Inland revenue depart-
ment, hag been distributed.  During
vhe year 879 samples were analyzed.
Of these 702 were found to be genu-
ine, 87 adulterated, 61 doubtful, ¢
soli as a compound, 19 not classed,
and  five gold lllegally. OQut of 76
samples of malt Ilquor only one was
aduiterated, all the others were gen-
ine. Of 179 samples of milk, 133 were
reunine, 22 adulterated and 24
doubtful. In 121 samples of unerated
waters, four were adulterated, one
doubtful aud the remainder genuine,
There were G668 ~nnmiples of condensdd
milk, 54 being genuine, 3 adulterat-
e:d, and 9 doubtful. Of the five sam-
ples of proprietary medicines, four
waore adulterated, aud one doubtful;

thers were.noue of them genuine.
About hall only of the coffee
gamples examined were genulne:

there were 34 genuine, 17 adulterated,
1 doubtful, 6 sold as compound and
4 tot clagsed out of 62 sampics in
all. In butter 57 were genuine, 6 ad-
ulterated and 4 doubtful. Of the 1006
samdles of flour exnmlued all were
genulne.

The Montreai city coancl! has Jecid.
el to impose a special business tax
upon departmental stores to the ex-
tent of 10 per cent. on cach depart-

meat. . Ve B



