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(OMHERCIAL BELATIONS WITH THE
UNITED STATES.

Prospects for freer trade relatiouship wftb
tho United States do not appear to be im-
proviog any. The new tariff bill, wlfich
yas introducod into the hoass at Washing-
ton on Monday, is not encouraging to Cana-
disns who are favorablo to the exteusion of
trado with the Uuited States. The now
tar ff shows heavy increases ia the duty on
most commodities which aro imported from
Canads. Ono of thesa is thelumber schedule,
hich plases 82 por 1000 feet cn rough lum-
ter and 30 cents additional on plaiued etuff,
A largo number of Uuited .St;'t.es firms and
companios own timber limits in Canada, or
purchaso logs in Canada, for sawing in
Michigan malla, It has been proposed that
ws should cut off supplies of logs for thess
Aichigan mills, by placing an export duty
on logs, in caso the United States restored
the duty on Mmber. The new United States
wiiff bill, however, provides that in case
sy export duty ia placed on logs. the duty
on lumber skall by increased 25 per cent, ad
valorem. An export duty on logs would
thereforo mean thas the Uaited States market
woald ba ontirely closed agaiust our lumber.
Perhaps. however, it would bs advisable for
s to jmpase the export duty vn logs. and see
which country will suffer the m st by the
transaction.  This lumber schedule iy a very
onfair thing. They want ouar logs, to keep
their owa twills ruuning, bat will nov sdmit
oar lumber. This i altog>tter too one-sided
to bo allowed to continue.

The lumber schedale is only ooe feature of
pany which are cqually unfavorable to this
conalry. Un wools suck as are imported
from Caneda, uuwashed, the duty has baen

bigher for washed and scoured wools, One
eent par pound is placed on lead contained 1
lead orea, which will seriously affect some of
the British Colurabia minvs, Agricultural
products are generally subjecled to heavy
duties.

Tha now tariff bill is to have a reciprocity
chingo attached to it, but this has not been
presented yet, It is believed, hcwever, that
this reciprocity clause will Le of no benefit
toCanada. 'Lhe clagse will meroly permit
the lowaiog of the daty on certain classes of
goods, in return for like concessions to the
United States. The principal lines of goods
ot which the duties may be lower:d by reci-
procity treaties will, it is understood, be

wawrs, chickory, chewing-gum and crade
tarr, Tho president will be empowered by

duties will bo materially lowered on importa-
tions of thess goods from countries which
make concetions to United States cattle and

Evidently wo can havo very littlo hope of
securing the opening of tha Unitod States
markets on raasonable terms for our exports
We will have to confino our eflorts, there-
foro, mainly to extonding our trade with
Great Britain, where wo have a freo and
open market available for vast quantities of
our surplus products. Saould ic not, there-
fore, be our awm, in roviiing tho tariff, to
reduco duties wherover practicable, upon im-
ports from Great Britaip, in rotura for the
freo market which we have in the mother
country.

When the protective policy was firat in-
troduced we were told that it was nesessary
to protect ourselves against the United Siates,
a3 that country tazed Canadian commmodities
heavily, aud made a slaughter market of

.Canada. Such a onesided arrangwmotic, it
was urged, should not ba allowed to coutinue.
The trade raturns, however, show that our
imports from Great Britain, are taxed much
more heavily than our imports from the
United States. While tho blow was ostensi-
bly aimed at the Duited States it has appar-
ently faller upon Great Britain. In the pro-

_posed revision of our tarMl shis sicuation

should be Kept in mind.
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. NOT IN OUR LINE.

The Coramercial dres not carry on a
private detective agaucy.  The iufurmtion
which we have to Lmpart may bs found in
the columus of this journal, Is is fresto
any one who wishes to vbtain 1z, by begging,
borrowing, stealing or purchasing a copy of
the paper. Waaeare ploated at all times to
give any information withiv our puwer,
regarding general trade matiers, but canuut
undortake to furnish private inforuativn
regarding the staudiug of business firms or
individuals, The iniormation which The
Commercial hes ut Land is of a geuwal
nature, relating to the business affairs of
the country at large, and not of & specific
character, relartiug t» the stawding of par-
ticular firms and iadividuals. Where intor-
mation of a private cature is desired. we
refer our patrons to such well-known aud
responsible agencies as Bradstreets or R G.
Dunn & Co.'s.  We must decline to give
leformation of & nsture relating to the
finsucial standing or private affairs of

- busipess mep,

THE ARGENTINE,

. The Buenos Aires correspondent of the
Minneapolis Northwestern Miler gives a
ratber discouraging account of the condition
of agriculture in that country. Hsstates
that at the meeting of congress them in
seasion, a large grant of money was voted to
provide sced grain tosettlers, on account of
the loss of their crops. Avxother bill passed
by congrees, provides for the distribution of
no less than $10,000,000 among sottlers who
are land owners, Referriog to this vote to
assist the farmers, the correspondent says:

*:1 can safely assert that it has not come
one moment tco soon, The situation in tbe
colonies is simply heartrending. Numbers of
families have not & siugle thing to thewr
name; they have not the means of susten-
snce, their crops have been a failure, and 1he
locusts have devoured all their vegotables,

To aid to their misery, & drought has set in,
and what maizo was saved from the ravages
of the locusts, has now bheeu scorshed up,
la Santa Fo. the situasion ig the worst, as the
legal authorities have beon placing ombargaes
on somo of the poorest colonists, who are
then almost left tostarve in the middle of
oo of the world’s granarios.

It appoars that soveral provinces have
suffered sovercly. Iu Euatre Rioe, the crop
. area has been reduced during the past two
or threo years, owing to & succession of bad

crops.  The last crop was uncer 1,500,000
bashels of wheat, while in 1892, the last good
crop year, it was 12,000.00) bushels. The
agrioultural population of the province is
+aid to be rapidly decreasing Regarding
thosu who remain the Reviow of the River
Plats says:

'* About, one-half of the number are tenant
farmers. not only in arrears with their rent,
but practically without means of livelihood,
aod deep in the bouks of the local tradesmen,
for noces-itivs supplied. To supnlement this,
let it be noted that 2.500,C00 acres ara
mortgaged to the banks »

The province of Santa Fo is said to bave
suffered cqually as savarely. Regarding

Buenos Aires province, the correspondent
says :

!*During; the wheat harvest, heavy rains
‘il amd did teervinle damage. and evary-
thing has gouo against the ficmae; wa,
sinng< have now rarued out bl ckers itl for
tie fariner iu Raen & Aires, as bis ma-za,
w{u;sh, uutil a few weeks agn, looked pro.
mi-1 g, {4 now nothitg buc s-ulk and is
urterly withered, und the hcuwus are over-
runving the provinea, aud we a'e experien.
cing a svvere deousht. From the so sth the
d.ily inlormation is to the ¢ flect that ladgues
and leagues of camp are being buri.ed up on
aceonpy of the pasturase beig as drv as
tinder  Unfurtuvately, ssveral whes fi-lds
huve alws been destruyed by the devastating
clomem

According to this picture. our wheat
growers need not fear the competition of the
Argentino farmers very much, though pos-
sibly such unfavorabls seasons may not
coxtisue in the future. According to the
bast iuformation, however, Argeutive is'a
couutry of great uncertainties for tne farmer.

LOCKING UP MINIRG LANDS,

Lcis certainly a matter for regret that the
Oatario Governmeut should have locked up
such a {arge area of territory supposed to be
in the miueral telt, just at a time when
active developmont of this mining territory
isstartivg. Itcaunoct but have a damaging
effect upon the development of the territory.
The principal of granting individusls or
companies the cxclusive privilege of -pros-
pecting any area of territory, is entirely
wrong. The grantingof 64,000 acres of land,
in tho case referred to, certainly sppears to
havo bevn & very unwise transaction. The
withdrawal of such a large aros of territory
from explaration and inspection, places in-
dividual prospectors at g great disadvantage,
It is true the company which has obtained
the exclusive right to prospect this large
area of terrvitory, for three years, has agreed
to spond a certain sum each year in prospect-
iog the property, b.t the amount sagreed
upon is trifling 1n co "parison with the dis-
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