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Last year the total oxport of British iron
fell to 2§ million tons, from 3} million tons in
1891, and the values from £27 million to £123
million, the decrease Leing distributed nearly
equally over all clases of iron and steel., The
production of pigiron also sliows a declino
trom 7§ million toas in 1801 to 63 willion tuns
in 1892 ; whilo the Geyman make has increased
from 4} million tons_iu 1891 to 4§ million tous
in 1892, Tho Belgian mako during tht same
periot has also increased.

In tho production of Basic steel, a similax
decrease in Great Brit:in and increase on tho
Condinent and iu tho United States is too ap.

arent, the share of Great Britain in 1591 be
ng 436.C00 tons out of 2,880,000 tons, or rather
more than a seveuath, and in 1892 406,000 tons
out of 3,202,000, or about an cighth,

For the firat two months of this year the ex.
ports of iron and stecel are about cqual in
quantity to those of 1892 — 389,000 tous
againtt 881,000—but the value has still farther
declined, viz., from £3,430,000 to £3,187,000.

My private advices from all authorities con.
firm these moro or less oflicial statistics, both
as to the present dulness, and the absence of
encouragiog siius in the coal, iron, and steel
trades, which have gencrsl'y been regarded as
a %’ood index of the condition and prospeots of
other branches of industry. Ia shipbuildiog,
including maring engineering, everything points
to stagnation duiing the year, a condition
which arises from the state of tho shipping
trade, in which freights are such as to cause an
enormous amount of tonnage to be laid up,
somo of which, however, may be released by
the opening of the Baltic, and by the Krob-
ability of a much larger quantity of grain being
available for shipping from Russia during the
present year. In the textile trades, the ex-
peoted modifiostion of the Auecicaa tariff
gives riae, in the west riding, to hopes of im
provoment; but Launcashire repots 1592 as one
of the most unsatisfactory in its history, and
this year as worse ratber than)better, whil: to
the economist the hope of the future is dimmed
by the strike in the cotton trade, and by a
disposition to fly for aid to fictions and fa'lscies,
instead of always rosorting to the best cduca.
tional, sciestific, and mechanical means of
making the most of the hereditary skill of our
work-people and of the advantages we possess
in our climate and cheap water communication
—condiiions which (othere not being ncglected)
must always tend to keep Great Britsin the
workshop of the world.

Origin of Fyfe Wheat,

The discussion as to the origin of fyfe wheat
does not die. Tho M iller is in receipt of a
lotter from David Plewes, formerly secretary
of the Dominioa Miller s Association, anl now
agent of the Outario Export As:ociation, in
Liverpool, Eng., on the question He says.—
“In your February issue there is an article,
“Origin of Fyfe Wheat,” which I personally
known is correct. ¥ davesay this wheat wa
introduced into Manitoba in 1858, aud alseinto
Wisconsin in 1856, but long before that it was
extensively grown in Ontario aroand where
Fergus and Arthar now stand Ja 18321 was
miller in Lawville mills, township of Nelson ;
thero were no railrcals in that pars of QOatario
then, and wheat came {o us trom the back
country, 60 or 80 miles on eleighs, and some-
times these back country farmers b ought us a
very hard spring whoat called Glasguw wheat,
the veritable wheat oow known as fyfe wheat.
At firat I was afraid to put it among the other
spring wheats, I did not then koow its miltug
properties. Ihad only Leen one year ia the
country then, and practically knew nothing,
and at that time there was no one there to in-.
struct me, as all tho_rest (so far as milling
weat) knew less thaa I did ; and it was by the
merest accident I found out its niilling pro-
perty. Our flour trade outside of farmers’

rist was chiefly to bakers; and at one time
aving scarcely anything in  the mill
but the choicest white wheat, I hal con.
siderable difficulty m plensiog wy bread

bakiog oustomers,  But having some old flour
on hand in the mill, carvied over from the
foriner year, thut hal gono sour and slightly
musty, I started to mix in about one-third of
thisold flour among my bakera’ flour aod for
awhilo my haker friends were groatly pleaced
with the flour I sent themn. Soon, however,
tho old flour stock gave out and experience had
taught ms thero was diffizulty aneat—aulass
something was put in to tako the place of the
old flour. I risked mixing this hard spring
wheat (though I kuow I was darkeniog the
color) but experience proved the virtue of this
thensomewhat despised variety of spring wheat.
My opinioa {s, small quantities wero grown
around Acchur prior to 1851." James A Belt,
of B:averton, Ont., has this to say on tho sub
ject :—"Fyfe wheat is a Russian varioty of
1al] wheat which was introduced into the coun-
vy of Peterborough by a gentlaman named
Fyfe. Fyfo had a nophew engaged in the Bl
tio wheat trade at the time, irom whom he obe
taised a bushel of the wheat,  Oa sowing the
geain 1t did not prove at all eatiafactory as a
1all wheat and the result was a pior and woak
Iy crop. A little of the seed,* however, had
accidentally been left in the big, and Fyfe
thought ho would try it as a spring sowing,
Ho did, and the result was magaiticeat heads
of plamp hard grain.  He carefully presorved
the sced, and this is the uriyia in Canada of
the famous *“Fyfe” wheat. I is certain that
the variety is unkoown in Scotland, although
many attempts have been made to trace it to
the Land o’ Cakes.”

The Strength of Molasses.

The possibilities and future cuurse of mo-
lasses is an interesting problem with importeras
in Montreal, especially theso who made haste
to offer for future delivery at the lower prices
which ruled earlier 1o the spring. The market
has taken a turn now, however, and, the conse-
yaence is that the more aey -nb sellers have, if
present indioatioas hold guol, overreached
themselves. Tuere was a possibility of a regu-
lIar morry little wa: also between gome of the
French wholesalo houses in Montreal, but the
decided change that the market has taken at
the I-lands has stopped all thought of this, and
now everyoune is 1alking higher prices, while
the very strong dispo,itiva of the sugar markot
tends to accentuats this [eeltng, for when the
sugar marlet is strong or weak it has, ta & cer-
tain extent, a corsesponding ioflucnce o.. mo-
lasges,

The most uupalatsble fact to zome in the
trade is the knowledge that they were wara.
ed carly in March that the market ia the Is.
lands looked as .hough it was shapin g itself for
« change, but they refused to take the biat,
and thereby lost coosideirabls advast 4 , for
those who suld at 30¢ June delivery regrot that
they did so, while those wlo ware uffered stock
at that price and did not (lase are eyually put
out.

All Liter advices from ths 1slands point to a
maintenance of the ficin feeling that receut
cables have iadicated. Diices opened at 12:
first cost about the middle of March, but the
very nsxt week they had jamped up let, 13:,
and now another advance of lc 1s cited, the
co.t at,the Islaods being 1ic, which is equiva-
leat tu 314 to 32¢ laid down 1n Moatreal, a nice
littte margta for those who were lacky cnough
to accept the offers of 3¢ Juae delivery maue
tn them, Besides the crop is said to be belsw
tho averaze while, as is well knowa the spot
supply in Montreal bas beca on a very slim ba
s1s for some timo, and there is nothing to indi-
cate that the atocks anywhere ace hoavy., In
fact, at Halifax it is well known that the re
verse is the case, and the marcket there has
been strong.—Grocer.

By a simple rule the lengtn of the day and
night, any time of the year, may be ascertain
cd by doubling the tims of the sun’s rising,
whica will give the longth of the night, and
doubls the timo of setting will give the langth
of the day.

Sugar Still higher.

Tho raw sugar markots are practioally in the
hands of speoulators, buth in Cubs and in
Europo, says the Moatreal Gaz e of April 23.
These spiculators kuow tha', the reficers must
have sugar aud acem determined to make them
pay & good price. Tho fact that the Trust
c'osed yesterday & contract tor 10,000 tons of
boet sugar at 178 431, cost aund froight to Now
York, goes to show that this gigantio concern
must bs short of rav material, and is a good
indication of tho strength of tho market. The
latest cablo quo:ations from London aro 183 61
for ficst Javarand 173 far faic rodaivg, waile
beets avo quoted at 17s 1id for sput fo.b.
Hamburg, anl 178 31 for next month, Ofers
havo been muds of 43 for Cuba centrifugals,
cost and freight to New York, in ocargo lote,
which hive beeo refused. Thne goneral impres-
sion is that all sugara will bs higher, ns the
statistical pasitioa shows u great shortige.
Refined is following in the advauce in raws.
Granalated sold a5 1 163 hero this morning
aad ons rofiaery put the price up to 642 in the
alternoon, but no sal:s were made at this figuro.
The Liwer province refiaers ace not offering
any sugsrs at all in anticipation of higher
prices, and onc local refinery is not offering
any yell>ws aader 44> Nons of the refienries
will ‘make large coutracts and there is overy
probability that graaulated wilt raach b64c and
that no yellows will ba obtiinabls under {ic
wx.thm a very short time, as thers is always a
}Jmsk deman i during the moaths of May aund

une.

Iron Meetinés Concluded,

The icon minufacturers havo coaclude U their
quartesly sossion at the Wiodsor hotel, but
no further imporiant chaoge transpired in ad-
dition to those alceady given list week. As
intimated then, representstives of the rolling
mills in the Maritimo Provinces who did not
atteud at the earlier mectings of the session
came up to confer with their collenuges later,
but, as far as cau be lesrn:d, noshing im.
portant transpired beyond a readjastmant of
the price ruling for bar iroa in the Maritime
Provincesto bring it into proprtion with the
altered westera basis. Tae price dowa b low
i3 now 32 03, with drawbacks in the case of
quantity as for Oatario aad Qasbee, but not of
so material & kind, as the quantities usually
dealt ia down belsw are not as large as in the
westera sections, The matter of nails, as pre-
viously intimated, was also brought up, but it
is understcyd that the reported infractions
were satisfactorily explained.

In conaection with the gathering, the report
roferred to exclusively by Hardwoare some tim
ago about & syndicato beiog anxious to secure
coatrol of the various irou wad rolliog mills 1
Canada, was received wi.h all sorts of embel-
lishments, but it was leamed on presty good
authority that the matter had not advanced
bayond the atage of pare conjecture as yet. inc
Westera ioamastersa'l disclaimed any kaow-
ladge of the matter. bat three of the Maritime
Province men, J. O R,be.tson, of the Portland
R.liing Mills' Co., St. Johm, N.B., and Gao.
Ketchum anl B, J. Moo:g, of the Coldbeooke
Rolliag Mills Co., of the same place, said that
they had beea approschel by some Unted

_Ststes parties, as had osher iron nen down be-

low. No dcfiaite figure had bzen meationed.
however, and the matter was not a practical
possibility with them as yet.

Another story is to the effect thac the parties
want the Csnadians to pame a figace, butif
they do the matteu is baing kept as closo as the
proverbisl bivalve giards his secrots.—Zfary-
ware,

i

The railway ticket brokers of Chicago have
won their habeas corpus case, which meaus
that the law azaiast '‘scalpiog™ is uaconstita-
tional.

Advices from New York say that bulls cx-
pect that coffees -7ill go back to where they
wero before the break,



