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A RUMOR has been current in the Quebwee press of the

discovery of frauds in regard to cutting timber inthat Provinee, {

and there is talk of an investigation.  So far there is nothing
1o show whether there is any foundation for these reports or
whether they are mere clection canards or even empty gossip.

I~ the September number of the Century Alayazine there
1s an article discussing the question, “‘Shall we plant Native or
Foreign Trees.”  The author, who scems to have studied the
subject thoroughly, adduces a number of facts and authorative
opinions in support of his contention, that however foreign
trees may thrive at first, they fail after a time, cither dying or
becoming enfecbled and stinted, while native trees from our
Amecrican forests continue to do well and to flourish.

THE agitation in favor of commercial union with the
United States is still proceeding in Canada, and it 1s a matter
in which Canadian lumbermen are naturallly much interested.
More light will be thrown upon the probable fate of the move-
ment at the next session of the  United States Congress, both
by their dircct action in regard to the matter, and indirectly
by the attitude they assuine as to the fishery negotiations with
which the tariff question and reciprocity may be connected.

ACLORDIM to the Northivesterns Lumbermen the pine own-
ers of the northwestern States are somewhat divided in their
views as to the effect of the removal of the duties on Canadian
lumber through the adoption of commercial union, the gencral
view sceming to be that they will not be in]ired, wrices not
being reduced by the influx.  The hostility of 'ae castern
Michigan pine-owners has been mitigated by many of them
having invested heavily in Georgian Bay pine  Of course if
this view is correct the Canadian lumberman would obtain the
benefit of the remission of the duty.

THE actual cnforcement of the increase of timber land
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| within the past two years must prove serious to prices in that
ountry. The gossip about white pine being at such a prem.
ium 15 certainly not borne out by the repeated heavy shipments
to Great Buatam, there being nearly always more of the woud
in stock than the market can digest. It is known that in
Londor pine stocks are heavy, yet the shipments were not
regulated in any way by the state of the market, the usual
sreing and summer fleet from Quebee and the lower ports,
having gone sorward as if the consuming powers of the British
trade were inexhaustible.

Tug predicuion 1s beng reahzad that Pacitic coast lumber
| would:tind a mathet in Eastern arties. It s stated that the
Puget Sound nulls are gaiung large vrders buth for lumber and
shingles from cities as far cast as Council Bluffs.  British Co-
lumbia is similiarly situated, and such shipments of lumber as
have been made cast got a ready sale. The prairies of the
| Nosthwest should furnish a large mathet for lumber, and as
) they become better scttled no duubt they will.  Much depends
| upon rates.  The erection of mills 1 the eastern part of the
| province may Le in a pusition to supply the demand to better
| advantage than those lucated near the coast.  Still, if they
can supply the rough lumber cheapet, the manufactured arti
cles, such as sash, duurs, blinds, etc., vught to be supplied
from New Westimmnster, Vancou.cr and other contiguous
points.

ALTHOUGH spruce 1s growing in favor in this country, the
Luniber Tvades fourr o London, while admitting that in
companson with its inuainsic value spruce is sold lower than
any of the American woodls, dues not believe there is any prob-
ability of is seling for more in the European markets.  This
is in consequence of a wood of a similar character which is
supplied from the forests of Russia and the north of Europe
generally.  Spruce deals have always been supplied so cheaply
to builders, says the Lumber Trades fourndl, that the real
value of the wood has been underestimated, or, perhaps, over-
looked, and it has merits that do not appertain to other des-
criptions of whitewood. It has great strength, and 1s, never-
theless, easily worked, and for the construcuion of ordinary
dwelling houses, roofs, and hght work 1t is especially adapted.
The principal growth of spruce 1s in Lower Canada, including
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.  There 1s little spruce west
of Quebec and of the Ottawa River i Canada,

Tue American Forestry Congress held its sixth annual ses.

ground rents from $2 to $5 a square mile in the Province of | sion last month at Spnngficld, Ilinois. A number of papers

Quebec was postponed from Scptember 1st to October 1st
sume hope Leing held out that the change would be reconsid-
ered.  As yet no indication has Leen given official of the de-
cision in this matter. Some lumbermen have paid their rent
at the higher figure subject to 2 return of the excess if the ol
trent is to be maintained.  Others have not yet paid but are
awaiting developments.  The public feeling as to the impolicy
and unfairness of the increase hus been strengthened by the
l.esitation of the Quebee administration.

THE Toruntu Glole, after detailing the destruction caused
by bush fires, which it says swallow up far more tinber than
all our lumbermen put together, Lesides causing cnormous loss

to farmers, continues :—

 In most cases fire is the result of carelessness of the settlers
themselves, who, regardless of the condition of things, and of the
laws governing the seting of fircs for clearing land, start fires with
3 <simple regard for their own interests.  1f cach manicipality were
granted the power to regulate and even prevent the sctting out of
tire in times of great heat and drouth, there is little doubt the an-
nual destruction of property would be lessened. To say nothing of
the loss to the settlers of the country, thadestruction of the domain,
year after year, demands the attention of the Legislature atasearly

a date as possible.”
It should

The suggestion 1s an excellent one, we think.
not be passed unnoticed.

— e m——

FRrox our English exhanges we learn that the shipments
to that eountry from Canada, for the seven months recorded
this year, exceed those of the same period of last year by over
4,000 standards, and 1885 by close upon 29,000 standards. It
1s true that the yearJast mentioned wasan exceptional one, but
with trade so depressed the large and continuous increasc

| were read on different subjects connected with the prescrvation
{ and reproduction of forests. A memonal was prepare to the
United States Congress in favor of a ill providing among
other things for the appointment of a forestry Commissivner
with a salary of $5000, to have the carc, management and
control of the: public forest lands, and four assistant commis-
sioners with salaries of $3000. Mr. Fernow, the correspond.
{ ing secretary of the Forestry Congress, who 1s also chuief of the
| forestry diviston of the United States department of agnicul-
ture, urged arguments based on staustics to show that the
cost of an organizatinn would be amply repaid by the preven-
| tion of hires alone.  He would have the government mahe ac-
| curate surveys of wooded lands and withdraw them from set-
| tlement, and then cmploy a trained staff wo pratect the forests.
The Hon. Mr. Joly, of Quebee, was clected vune of the vice-
presidents.

Tk Gilmout-Laradis candroglio inits vanus manifestativns
| 15 still unsctled, though sume progress has been made 1n van-
| ousdircctions. A deciston has been given an favur of Father
{ Paradis and the settlers, but Messrs. Gilmour antend to carry
| the case to the Pavy Counal, where 1t 15 reported that Mz,
Mercier will intenvene against them on the part of the Province.
Mr. Tache, the Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands, has
reported officially thatina cunference with Father Paradis and
Messts. Gilnour he propused that for the timbered lots in dispute
those better adaptad {ur cultivation should be substituted, and
made a personal, unofficial offer 1o propose that the Govern-
ment should assume the costs.  Father Paradis declined to
consent to this arrangement.  The charge of forgerics seems ‘o
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have fallen through, the cheque endorsed by Father Paracis

bewng pruduced and leing in reality payable to his order.
Messrs. Gilmour’s counsel has obtained a verdict giving him

damages for an attack made upon him in a journal for actiny,
against a priest,

held in London, recently, the following scheme was proposed ¢
—-The bankrupts to undertake to pay thesum of 470,000, the
payments to extend over a period of five 3 ears, conditional on
their (the bankrupts) obtaining their immediate discharge. No
security was offered.  This would mean about §/- in the £ un-
secured.  Some of the creditors agreed tu accept the scheme,
but considerable” uppusiion prevasled; and many refused to
sign.  After a certain amount of eacitement and discussion
the meeting terminated.

A RECENT report by M. Fabre, the agent of the Dominion
of Canada at Fans, speaks hopefully of the pruspects of closer
commercial relatons with France, and capatiates on the great
advantages which we would derive, e shows that if we
were placed, as we are not now, on the fuuting of *“the most
favored nauon,” the duties on guuds eaported by us tu France
would Le greatly reduced. He espeanlly mentions flouring,
boards. battens and other parually manufactured timber as
gamag by this reduction so much as to stimulate the trade.
For instance, he shows that the duties on flooring deals, planed
and grooved planks, &¢., wourld Le reduced 25 per cent., un
iron hooped casks, empty or in staves, 60 per ceat., and on
wooden hooped casks removed altogether, and so with other
gouds. He argues that a considerable demand would be cre-
ated for such goods. France, he says, would grant us this
proposition in return for a reductivn of vur duty on light
wings. -

A RETURN to Parliament as to timber licenses in the dis
puted terntory mve littic hupe of the termination of the pres
=at conflict of authoritics, so annoying to the lumbermen and
null owners of the district, till the litigation in regard to this
matter ends in a final judicial decision. The present dispute
15as to the rights of the Province or Dominion in view of the
extinction of the Inland title. The rival authorities scem
more anaous as to the maintenance of their respective claims
tnan for the interests of those who have invested their capital
and whose operations are impeded and rendered uncertain by
this disputc. Why should there be any difticulty at artiving
ata provisional agreement for joint action, with an under-
standing to abide by the decision when given, the successful
jracty confirming titles and receiving any moneys that have
been pand ; At present it scems that it is the Dominion that is
willing to make such a provisivnal arrangement su s to relieve
those interested from their dublous position, while the Iro-
vince apr-cars to hesitate, probably from the fear of prejudicing
its claim. ’

Hradstreet’s, wsually well informed in all trade matters,
speaks of the increased export duty on saw lugs as having suc
ceeded inats objects of retaliation for the duty un vur lumber, and
frustrating thuse Michigan lumbermen, who, while cnjoy-
ing this protection, buught pine lands in Canada, in urdar to
get a cheap supply of lugs.  “This impurtation of logs has, it
says, aow been alaadunad, and it awations a concern, which,
owning une Lillivn of Canadian pinc, put in twelve millivn fect
of logs last winter, in order to tow them to Tawas and Sag-
inaw, a project which has been abandoned.  Thisis satisfac-
tury andiUis sUll moure satisfactary to learn that these logs,
suld to a Bostun cuncern, are teing sawn at Midland.  Ac
curding v the samie authurity uther lanYormen from the States
are withdrawing from these attempts to carry off Canadian logs.
Bradstreed's, as might ¢ expected, is better infarmed as 1o
the real positivn of affairs than many who are laying down the
law with morc confidence than knowledge. It places the
tesponsiliility, on the right shoulders by remarking *“mean-
while the Canadian gavernment is ready to permit free expor-
tation of logs whenever the United States allows free impor-
tation of lumber.” And until the United States sces fit 1o
accept our standing offer, the cxport duty, which seems to
work as was intenrled, will be retained.




