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THE ORGANIZATION OF 'PHE ARMY.

Fron tho Saturday Reviow,

Of all thoe topics that may bo discussed in the
appronching scssion of Parliament, therv 18
none which can exceed in importance und ur-
geney tho organization of the ary., For the
first time, the British public has becn aroused to
ripand it military cundition with prospective
anxiety ; and much of the dissatisfaction, and
compunction, and willingness to pay for im.
provement that followed the disclogures of the
Crimen {8 oxhibited in antivipation ot sume
great Eutopean cunflict in which we must cith-
cr sustain our pretensions or sink into compara-
tive insignificance, W are told, fndeed, thot
the Quixotiv ¢nterpriscs in which vur furctath-
ors from time to time cngaged, bolonged to a
moro youthful poriod of our national life, and
have no place amid the respectabilities of mid.
dle age, when our tulk s of Lullocks, and vut
dreams arv of money-bags. That our policy
will in future be ultra-pacitic bus siready been
loudly proclaimed, and the ccho of the an-
nuuncoment has como back to us in tones that
are gearcely flattering or soothing.  But, say
what wo will, complications might ariso that
would force us to anns. Even in quarrcls
foreign to our interest wo might havoe to strike
1n defence of our noutrality or of our fiag ; and
though we wero resoluto to bear all, like Shy-
lock, with a patient shrug, and to make suffer-
ance the badge of all our tiibe, still, until we
se¢ our shores protected by o fleet steong
enough to mect any combination of the mari-
timo Powers, we can never fuel absolutely se-
cure from invasion,

Though the numerous criticising which the
state of public feeling has evoked on the vari-
ous branches of our military cstablishments
would seom to have tho effect of deprecisting
and disparaging the army, yet this is only the
natural result of sudden geal for military re.
form. The British public would feel thorough

onfidgnec in our troops, if cyual in num
and 'c;:txllymweﬂ gcncl;nilcd, ?x. an cncouxi;g:
with those of any nativn vn the foce of the
carth, Ncither Frenclunen nor Rugsians nor
Prussinns would posscss any substantial advan-
tage, man for 1man, over the soldiers whose dis-
ciplfne, instruction, and equipment have of late
been so frecly canvassed. But it is plainly seen
that any corps wo could place on & foreiyn field
would be buta small fraction compared with
the hosts whose movements shake the Contin.
ent. It would bo a more contingent; hardly to
be counted in tho bslance of their mighty to-
tals. Morc than that, we sco that behind those
hosts stand vast reservesready to maintain suc-
cess or to retrieve defeat; while, when our line
of battle began to dwindle, we should look
vaialy for the merns of reinforcing it. There-
fore, the first snd most important question is
hot to form a. trawned reserve, and this cannot
be considered 1rrespectively of the recrniting of
thercgular prmy. French conscripts bless the
lot which consigns them to the Kirst Ban in-
stcad of to tho active force ; and, with us, the
reserve would possess such very superior attrac-
tions that recruits, if the | ption were permit-
ted. would always prefer it to the line. Thisis
the problem that the Recruiting Commission so
signally failed to solve; for, after suggesting
various measures (all mere pallintives, and not
thorough remedies) for inducing men t onter
the army and to romain in it beyord their first
term, it confessed its total fnab{lity to_dovise
any means of organizing a regerve. It is buta
fuir Inforence, therefore, that tho present gys-
tem of recruiting and re-cnlisting is incompati-

bie with tho grand object in view, and that the
remedy must bo sought in total reconstruction.

Thoro are many reasons for thinking thata
division of tho term of onlistment into two
poriods—tho first to bo passed in the ranks of
the army, the sccond in tho reservo—might so-
cure the proposcd result. In tho firat place, n
soldior, onco fully disciplined and instructed,
does not continue to improvo; on the contmry,
reitoration of needless fnsteuction and weati-
some dutics is more likely to causo him to du-
teriomte. Morcovor, ho wants that grand stimu.
1us to all human exertion—hope. And to kedp
mon in tho ranks who are already sufliciently.
expert in tho business of arms fs a sacrifico pf
g0 much of tho industry of tho nation. Onond-
vantagoe of tho chango wo havosuggested, would
therefore be that while kcoplng‘ixgz hami, for a
timo of uced, troops of the most offective class,
we should restore thom, still in their youth, to
tho aotivo busi*ioss and intorest of life, And it
scems certain taat, as soon a8 the clagses which
supply rocruits should begin to percoive thoad-
vantagus of the soldier’s condition—how cnlist-
ment no longer cntailed the survice of tho beat
partof a lifo in tho ranks, while it offered to a
young man a fairly profitable and desirablo call.
ing—how tho second poriod of service confer-
red oll the honors and cntailed tew of the re.
stralnts of soldiership, whilv a character ac-
quired in the army for ability and good conduct
would be a passport to respectable and well-
paid employment in civil life~we should find
& very favorable chaoge i the prospocts of rg-
cruiting.

But short service in the army is tucompatable
with colunial gervice. The force thus consti-

dis, or Canada, or New Zealand. Toraisc these,
under diffurent conditions, is therefore part of
the problem. But we must remember that this
is only what $he Company formerly did in the
case of India, before that amalgamation took
place which to many experienced men scomed
so impolitic. It is probable that a comparativo-
ly moderat + force of British soldiers, posted in
well-sc ectel parts of the country, and support-
od by a proportionnte native army, would sué-
floc to hold I din. A long term of service would
be ncuessary ‘n this case, and emoluments pro-
portioned to u protracted abode in a climate
unsuited to English habits, Thoe larger colon-
fes must raise their own defenders ; whilo iso-
lated posts, such as Bermuds and St. Helenn,
necessary 48 cosling and provisiuning stations
in distant opcrations, might be suitably garri.
goned by old soldiers, specially re-cniisted,
whoso long service would naturally exempt
them from the fatignesand privatiuns of ncame.
paigo, without impairing their cficiency. asgar-
rigon troops.

Granting thiat these measures are feasible,
and that the servico of the regular army would
thus be limited to the British islands and the
Mcditerranean stations, a consideration which
strongly repels recruits—namcly, the prospoct
of exile—would disappear. Ecogomically con-
sldered, the plan, though involving additional
outiay, would show considerable items on-the
eredit side of the account. All andditional pay
for length of service, and al! pensions, ex-
copt for wounds, disabilities, and gallant con-
duct, mightbo abolished. 'T'kie formidable item
for the transport of troops, women and chil-
dren, to and from the colanics would disap-
f pear.  And, as it would bo ahsrd to give offi-
cial sanction to the marric 30 of mon whose age
would not excecd six-and-twenty at the expira-
tion of their first term of service, the necessity
of providing married quartors-for soldicrs, and
transport for their wives and:fomilics from onv
home station to anothor, would no.longer exist.
By thus ridding the active foreo of tho majority
of thomen who now wn.ury without leave, a
great obstacle to tho obhtaining of recruits
would be removed. For, although an unmar-
rled soldior is ns comfortable in. most particu-
1arg as g civilians of tho samo class, yot thestate
of a soldior marrics witl yut leave is 8o hope-

Iese, and entalls 4uch misery on his wiie and

tuted could not supply reliefs of troops for In..

_superior compactness,

children, that tho spectacle cannot but bo de-
terrent to thoso who might othdrwise onlist ;
and evon those who, having nothing boyond
their dafly pay, obtain permission to marry,
must lead a lifo of considerablp privation, Un-
det thesp circumstances, womeoh of thoclass who
are willing to marry saldiers are often the re-
vorse of respoctable; the soldier himself is
frequontly degraded by tho connoxion  the
.goparation vonscquont on his absenco abroad is
too often in reality the abandonment of tho
troublesomo rosponsibilitics of wife and ohil.
dren ; and in all theso ways the service is dis-
credited in tho eycs of the population,
Bupposing tho gonoral correotness of these
viows to Jo admitted, and the gcheme described
put in practice, wo may venturpto dssume that
the flold of recruiting wotild soont be consider-
ably widened. A much greater number of re-
spoctablo young men would Yook to the army as
a careot when thé seivict nb longoet cntaifed
cxile from frionds and country, ponury in mar-
ringe, or tho devotion of that term of life be-
yond which thoro is.small ochance of prospering
in o now calling. Tho sphere of the recruiting
sorgeant 8 operations wouldthonineludoalt that
stratum of tho youth of tho coumntty which
is Himited by the more outskista of socigty.on
tho one hand, and on the other, by the botter
class of tradcamon, their assistants, and appren-
tices. Tho problem would bp how to induce
tho sons of mbourers‘,‘smnﬂ shop-keopors, arti-
sans, and clerks of the humbler ¢, to pre-
fer the army to the vocation of their fathers.

.} Somo increaso of . tho present rats of pay avould

be requi though probably not a large one,
sincgom men of from oightcen to twenty-
fivo seldoin earn high wages, and would gener-
ally considergood food, good clothes, good lodg-
ing, medical attendance and a small supple-
meut of cash, as o desirable provision. The
best authoritics as to what rate of pay would
be requisity would bo those who are accustom-
ed to deal with lnborers or bodics of workmen,
such ns large farmers, squires, and great con-
tractors, who most Lt;groughly understand the
necds and expectations of the'ciass, To an in-
crease of bounty objcctions have been made 5
it would bo an adcitional stimulus to the trauds
of those scamps who enliet only to desert and
re-enlist, whilo the houest recruit is frequently
tempted by the sudden possession of cash into
drink and debauchery. Nevertheless, if larger
bounties might better till the renks, agis scarce-
Iy to Le doubted, the,end would be too import-
ant to be sacrificed out of extremo rogard for
the mornls of a fuw runagates or spendthrifts,
and we are convinced that liberality in this par.
ticular would be highly cflective,

Nor would these be the only inducements
that .t is in. the poyer of the authorities to
offoer. The Recruiting Commission suggest-

several judicious measures fordxmmxs%m. hing
the seventy and irksomoness of military
duty, such as reducing sentinel duty to us
minimum, and limiting the amount of mere
rovtino drill to what 1s absolutely necessary
for the officioncy of men and officers. It
recommended, too, that facilities should bo
afiorded to soldiers for learning and practis.
ing trades, It scems very doubtfal if ths
would be possible exceptina partial degree,
but no doubt, to whatever extent it might
prove practicable, such o course would have
excellent results,

* L] * ] L] -

We have thus sketched, by way of sugges-
tion, & scheme which appesrs to us worthy
of consideration. Can any one doubt the
efficienay, and readi
nessfor united action, of such a home force
as wo have doscribcé, com with our
‘present army, stattered ag it is, often in
small dotachments, over the face of the
globo, and destitute of all reserva? Tho
plan need not bo regarded as a mere expori-
ment, since we have the great States of the
Continent to show us how, in its main parli
culays, it affects the soldier fand the indue
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